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Chapter 248

(House Bill 46)

AN ACT concerning

Animal Control ane€

ée% proh1b1t1ng a certaln ammal control umt from selhng, placmg, or
destroying a certain deg-ereat impounded animal untll the animal has been seanned
carefully inspected for em—mplanted a microchip; 2 e requiring
a certain animal control unit to make a reasonable effort to notlfv the owner of the
location of and procedure for retrieving an impounded animal; establishing a certain
civil penalty: altering a certain crlmlnal penaltv, and generally relatmg to
identifying the owners of 22 col—an

vetemnparvfaeilities domestic anlmals 1mpounded bV ammal control unlts

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Criminal Law

Section 10-617

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2012 Replacement Volume and 2015 Supplement)
11—
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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(@) In this section, “animal control unit” means the local organization or
governmental unit that the appropriate local governmental body designates to house, care
for, and control domestic animals of unknown ownership.

(b)  An animal control unit shall dispose of an unclaimed dog or cat only by:

(1)  placing the animal in a suitable home;

(2) retaining the animal in the animal control unit; or

(3)  humanely destroying the animal.

) @ A} SUBIECTFTFOPARAGRAPH(2)-OFETHIS SUBSECTIONSA domestic
animal that is impounded by an animal control unit may not be sold, placed, or destroyed
until the animal has been carefully inspected for a tag, tattoo, MICROCHIP, or other
1dentification to ascertain the owner and:

1)} @ 72 hours have elapsed after notice has been given to the owner;

{2} @B if the owner cannot be notified, 72 hours have elapsed after the
animal 1s impounded;

{(3)} €@ the animal is seriously diseased or severely injured; or

{4} € the animal is under 3 months of age.

(d) (1) AN ANIMAL CONTROL UNIT SHALL MAKE A REASONABLE EFFORT
TO NOTIFY THE OWNER OF THE LOCATION OF AND THE PROCEDURE FOR
RETRIEVING AN IMPOUNDED ANIMAL.

(2) An owner who retrieves an animal from an animal control unit shall
pay all fees, costs, and expenses incurred by the animal control unit.

£ 3) The necessary expenses for food and attention given to an animal
under this section may be collected from the owner, and the animal is not exempt from levy

and sale on execution of a judgment for the expenses.

& (4) A new owner with whom an animal is placed under subsection
(b)(1) of this section may be charged an adoption fee.
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(e) A person who violates this section:

(1) FOR A FIRST OFFENSE, IS SUBJECT TO A CIVIL FINE NOT
EXCEEDING $500; AND

(2) FOR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE, is guilty of a
misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $500.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2016.

Approved by the Governor, April 26, 2016.





