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Cleaning Supplies - Regulations 
 

 

This bill requires the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) to adopt 

regulations relating to the use of green product cleaning supplies by large family child care 

homes and child care centers.   

   

 

Fiscal Summary 
 

State Effect:  MSDE can meet the bill’s requirements using existing budgeted resources.  

  

Local Effect:  None. 

  

Small Business Effect:  Large family child care homes and child care centers may incur 

additional costs to procure green cleaning supplies.  They also have the option of providing 

annual notice that procuring green cleaning supplies is not practicable or economically 

feasible. 

  

 

Analysis 
 

Bill Summary:  MSDE must adopt regulations that: 

 

 to the extent practicable and economically feasible, require a large family child care 

home or child care center to use “green product cleaning supplies,” as defined in the 

Education Article;  

 

 establish guidelines for purchasing green product cleaning supplies that meet the 

certification requirements of any established and nationally recognized independent 
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third-party entity that certifies environmentally preferable products and adheres to 

consensus standards for lesser or reduced effects on human health and the 

environment when compared to competing products that serve the same purpose; 

 

 establish green cleaning practices, including storage, application, frequency of use, 

and disposal of the supplies, to ensure that the occupants of a large family child care 

home or child care center do not suffer any adverse health effects as a result of these 

practices;  

 

 require a large family child care home or child care center to train staff on 

implementing the green cleaning practices; and 

 

 require a large family child care home or child care center that does not procure 

green product cleaning supplies because doing so is not practicable or economically 

feasible to provide written notice to MSDE by June 30 of each year. 

      

Current Law/Background:   MSDE must adopt regulations relating to the registration of 

large family child care homes (a residence in which family child care is provided for at 

least 9 but not more than 12 children).  The regulations must establish minimum standards 

of environmental health and safety, including provisions for adequate and safe physical 

surroundings.  MSDE must also adopt regulations relating to the licensing and operation 

of child care centers, which must in part ensure safe and sanitary conditions. 

 

Under § 5-112(e) of the Education Article, “green product cleaning supplies” means 

environmentally preferable cleaning and cleaning maintenance products and supplies 

intended for routine cleaning and cleaning maintenance that perform well and have positive 

health and environmental attributes, as specified, including low toxicity and reduced 

packaging.  “Green product cleaning supplies” includes specified items such as bathroom, 

general purpose, and carpet cleaners, but does not include room deodorizers, air fresheners, 

toilet deodorizers, or hand cleaners.   

 

Chapter 454 of 2009 enacted similar legislation regarding a requirement for local boards 

of education to procure, to the extent practicable and economically feasible, green product 

cleaning supplies for use in schools.  Pursuant to Chapter 566 and 567 of 2012, a local 

board of education that does not procure green product cleaning supplies for use in its 

schools because doing so is not practicable or economically feasible must provide written 

notice to MSDE. 
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Additional Information 
 

Prior Introductions:  None. 

 

Cross File:  None. 

 

Information Source(s):  Maryland State Department of Education, Department of 

Legislative Services 

 

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - March 4, 2016 

 kb/rhh 

 

Analysis by:   Jennifer K. Botts  Direct Inquiries to: 

(410) 946-5510 

(301) 970-5510 
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