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HOUSE BILL 653

J2,J1 81r0830
CF SB 522

By: Delegates K. Young, Angel, Barron, Cullison, Fraser-Hidalgo, Gibson, Kelly,
Lafferty, Mautz, McMillan, Metzgar, Morales, Platt, Robinson,
Sample-Hughes, Tarlau, Turner, andVegt Vogt, Pena—Melnyk, West, Kipke,
Krebs, McDonough, and Morgan

Introduced and read first time: January 29, 2018

Assigned to: Health and Government Operations

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 25, 2018

CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning

Health Care Providers — Opioid and Benzodiazepine Prescriptions — Discussion
of Infermatien Benefits and Risks

FOR the purpose of requiring that certain hes p L : c erts
mformation patients be advised of the beneﬁts and rlsks assoc1ated with the
prescription of certain op101ds H 2 atientsor and benzodlazemnes under
certam circumstances ot g } at—e :

actlon bV a certaln health occupations board; and generally relating to the-diseussion

efanfermation—and advice regarding benefits and risks associated with opioids and
benzodiazepines that are controlled dangerous substances.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Health Occupations
Section 1-223

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 653

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Health Occupations
Section 4-315(a)(35), 8-316(a)(36), 14—404(a)(43), and 16-311(a)(8)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Health Occupations

1-223.

(a)  In this section, “controlled dangerous substance” has the meaning stated in §
5-101 of the Criminal Law Article.
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HOUSE BILL 653 3

f(b)} €& &) On treatment for pain, a health care provider, based on the
clinical judgment of the health care provider, shall prescribe:

1)} @  The lowest effective dose of an opioid; and
{2} E@H A quantity that is no greater than the quantity needed for the

expected duration of pain severe enough to require an opioid that is a controlled dangerous
substance unless the opioid is prescribed to treat:

)} *= A substance—related disorder;
i)} 2 Pain associated with a cancer diagnosis;

{1} 3= Pain experienced while the patient 1is receiving
end—of-life, hospice, or palliative care services; or
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4 HOUSE BILL 653
fiv)} 4 Chronic pain.
fc)} € The dosage, quantity, and duration of an opioid prescribed under

fsubsection (b)} PARAGRAPH) of this fsection} SUBSEETION shall be based on an
evidence—based clinical guideline for prescribing controlled dangerous substances that is
appropriate for:

(1)} @  The health care service delivery setting for the patient;

{2} @B The type of health care services required by the patient; and

{(3)} € The age and health status of the patient.

(D) (1) WHEN A PATIENT IS PRESCRIBED AN OPIOID UNDER SUBSECTION
(B) OF THIS SECTION, THE PATIENT SHALL BE ADVISED OF THE BENEFITS AND RISKS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE OPIOID.

(2) WHEN A PATIENT IS CO-PRESCRIBED A BENZODIAZEPINE WITH
AN OPIOID THAT IS PRESCRIBED UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION, THE
PATIENT SHALL BE ADVISED OF THE BENEFITS AND RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
BENZODIAZEPINE AND THE CO-PRESCRIPTION OF THE BENZODIAZEPINE.

& (E) A violation of fsubsection (b) OR (D) of} this section is grounds for
disciplinary action by the health occupations board that regulates the health care provider
who commits the violation.

4-315.

(a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 4-318 of this subtitle, the Board may
deny a general license to practice dentistry, a limited license to practice dentistry, or a
teacher’s license to practice dentistry to any applicant, reprimand any licensed dentist,
place any licensed dentist on probation, or suspend or revoke the license of any licensed
dentist, if the applicant or licensee:

(35) Fails to comply with § 1-223 of this article.
8-316.

(a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 8-317 of this subtitle, the Board may
deny a license or grant a license, including a license subject to a reprimand, probation, or
suspension, to any applicant, reprimand any licensee, place any licensee on probation, or
suspend or revoke the license of a licensee if the applicant or licensee:

(36) Fails to comply with § 1-223 of this article.

14-404.
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(a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 14—405 of this subtitle, a disciplinary
panel, on the affirmative vote of a majority of the quorum of the disciplinary panel, may
reprimand any licensee, place any licensee on probation, or suspend or revoke a license if
the licensee:

(43) Fails to comply with § 1-223 of this article.
16-311.

(a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 16—313 of this subtitle, the Board, on the
affirmative vote of a majority of its members then serving, may deny a license or a limited
license to any applicant, reprimand any licensee or holder of a limited license, impose an
administrative monetary penalty not exceeding $50,000 on any licensee or holder of a
limited license, place any licensee or holder of a limited license on probation, or suspend or
revoke a license or a limited license if the applicant, licensee, or holder:

(8) Prescribes or distributes a controlled dangerous substance to any other
person in violation of the law, including in violation of § 1-223 of this article;

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2018.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





