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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 %&a%&e%e Marvland Department of Health — Behavioral Health
ment for Patients Provided Opioids — Geserage

20 in collaboratlon w1th certaln entities, to studv the use of certain existing behav10ral
21 health assessments for a certain purpose and make recommendations on certain
22 policies and procedures: requiring the Department to submit a certain report to

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 1344

certain committees of the General Assembly on or before a certain date: and
generally relating to hes cnee—a behavioral health assessments for
patients provided opioids.

Preamble

WHEREAS, Opioid use for pain management is a clinically appropriate treatment
modality; and

WHEREAS, A subset of patients using opioids for pain management are at high risk
for serious adverse outcomes, including opioid misuse; and

WHEREAS, Providers prescribing opioids for pain, after a certain period of time,
need to reevaluate a patient’s risk for serious adverse outcomes, including opioid misuse;
and

WHEREAS, A behavioral health assessment will assist the provider in referring a
patient at risk for serious adverse outcomes, including opioid misuse, to appropriate
comprehensive pain management or substance use disorder services; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

(a) The Maryland Department of Health, in collaboration with providers,
insurers, nonprofit health service plans, administrative service organizations, and health
maintenance organizations, shall:

(1) study the use of existing behavioral health assessments to identify
enrollees and insureds at risk for opioid misuse, abuse, or other adverse outcomes after
completing an appropriate course of opioids for pain management; and

(2) make recommendations on policies and procedures to:

1) increase the use of behavioral health assessments to identify
enrollees and insureds at risk for opioid misuse, abuse, or other adverse outcomes after
completing an appropriate course of opioids for pain management; and

(11) use the behavioral health assessments as soon as an enrollee or
an insured exhibits opioid dependence.
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(b)  On or before December 15, 2018, the Maryland Department of Health shall
submit a report on its findings and recommendations to the Senate Finance Committee and
the House Health and Government Operations Committee in accordance with § 2—1246 of
the State Government Article.
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18 SECTION 3= 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
19 danuvary1-2010 July 1, 2018.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





