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By: Delegate Adams
Introduced and read first time: February 9, 2018
Assigned to: Environment and Transportation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 30, 2018

CHAPTER _____
AN ACT concerning

Natural Resources - Aquaculture Leases —Eeeatien and Public Shellfish
Fishery Areas

Aain-dists of aYat < providhinefor—t teation—ofthis—Aet requiring
the Tidal Fisheries Advisory Commission, in consultation with the Aquaculture
Coordinating Council, to establish a certain workgroup to review commercial oyster
harvest activity and oyster aquaculture production since the establishment of the
public shellfish fishery areas and make certain findings and recommendations;
requiring the Commission and the Council to report the findings of the workgroup to
the Department of Natural Resources and certain committees of the General
Assembly on or before a certain date; providing for the termination of this Act; and

generally relating to thedeeation—eof aquaculture leases and public shellfish fishery
areas.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 1426

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Ls : : Tidal Fisheries Advisory Commission, in
consultation with the Aquaculture Coordmatmg Council, shall:

(1)  establish a workgroup of commercial oyster harvesters, representatives
of oyster aquaculture in the State, and other interested stakeholders to:

1) review commercial oyster harvest activity and oyster
aquaculture production, including specific areas of harvest and production, since the
establishment of the public shellfish fishery areas; and

(1) make findings and recommendations with respect to standards
for determining areas appropriate for commercial oyster harvest and aquaculture; and

(2) on_ or before December 1, 2018, report the findings and
recommendations of the workgroup as approved by the Commission to the Department of
Natural Resources and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the
Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee and the House
Environment and Transportation Committee.
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SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Julsz June 1, 2018. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and, at the end of May 31,

2019. this Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly, shall be abrogated
and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





