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Chapter 417

(Senate Bill 868)
AN ACT concerning

Health Insurance — Consumer Protections and Maryland Health Insurance
Coverage Protection Commission
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Comrmssmn to estabhsh a certain workgroup; requiring that the workgroup include
certain members; specifying the duties of the workgroup; requiring the Commission
to report to the General Assembly on or before a certain date; altering the date on
which the Commission is required to submit a certain report; extending the
termination date for the eotee
Commlssmn o1 pefoy

generally relatmg to consumer protectlons for health Insurance and the Maryland

Health Insurance Coverage Protection Commission.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Insurance
Section 15-137.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2017 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Chapter 17 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2017, as amended by Chapters 37

and 38 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2018
Section 1(b)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Chapter 17 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2017, as amended by Chapters 37
and 38 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2018
Section 1(h)(3). (1), and (j) and 2

BY adding to
Chapter 17 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2017, as amended by Chapters 37
and 38 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2018

Section 1(1)
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Insurance
$15-137.1.

(A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS AND DECLARES THAT IT IS IN THE
PUBLIC INTEREST TO ENSURE THAT THE HEALTH CARE PROTECTIONS ESTABLISHED
BY THE FEDERAL AFFORDABLE CARE ACT CONTINUE TO PROTECT MARYLAND
RESIDENTS IN LIGHT OF CONTINUED THREATS TO THE FEDERAL AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT.

{5 (B) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the following provisions
of Title I, Subtitles A, C, and D of the Affordable Care Act apply to individual health
insurance coverage and health insurance coverage offered in the small group and large
group markets, as those terms are defined in the federal Public Health Service Act, issued
or delivered in the State by an authorized insurer, nonprofit health service plan, or health
maintenance organization:

(1) coverage of children up to the age of 26 years;
(2) preexisting condition exclusions;

(3) policy rescissions;

(4)  Dbona fide wellness programs;

(5)  lifetime limits;

(6) annual limits for essential benefits;

(7 waiting periods;

(8) designation of primary care providers;

9) access to obstetrical and gynecological services;
(10) emergency services;

(11) summary of benefits and coverage explanation;

(12) minimum loss ratio requirements and premium rebates;

(13) disclosure of information;
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(14) annual limitations on cost sharing;

(15) child—only plan offerings in the individual market;

(16) minimum benefit requirements for catastrophic plans;

(17) health insurance premium rates;

(18) coverage for individuals participating in approved clinical trials;

(19) contract requirements for stand-—alone dental plans sold on the
Maryland Health Benefit Exchange;

(20) guaranteed availability of coverage;
(21) prescription drug benefit requirements; and
(22) preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management.

&) (C) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section do not apply to coverage
for excepted benefits, as defined in 45 C.F.R. § 146.145.

‘¢ (D) The Commissioner may enforce this section under any applicable
provisions of this article.}
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Chapter 17 of the Acts of 2017, as amended by Chapters 37 and 38 of the Acts of
2018

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

(b)  There is a Maryland Health Insurance Coverage Protection Commission.

(h) (@B3) The Commission shall include its findings and recommendations from
the study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection in the annual report submitted
by the Commission on or before December 31, [2019] 2020, under subsection [(})](K) of this
section.

(1)) (1) THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH A WORKGROUP TO CARRY
OUT THE FINDING AND DECLARATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT IT IS IN
THE PUBLIC INTEREST TO ENSURE THAT THE HEALTH CARE PROTECTIONS
ESTABLISHED BY THE FEDERAL AFFORDABLE CARE ACT CONTINUE TO PROTECT
MARYLAND RESIDENTS IN LIGHT OF CONTINUED THREATS TO THE FEDERAL
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT.

(2) THE WORKGROUP SHALL INCLUDE MEMBERS WHO REPRESENT
NONPROFIT AND FOR-PROFIT CARRIERS, CONSUMERS, AND PROVIDERS.

(3) THE WORKGROUP SHALL:

(I) MONITOR THE APPEAL OF THE DECISION OF THE U.S.
DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS IN TEXAS V. UNITED
STATES REGARDING THE ACA AND THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE DECISION FOR THE
STATE;

(II) MONITOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE AFFORDABLE CARE
ACT BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES; AND

(III1) DETERMINE THE MOST EFFECTIVE MANNER OF ENSURING
THAT MARYLAND CONSUMERS CAN OBTAIN AND RETAIN QUALITY HEALTH
INSURANCE INDEPENDENT OF ANY ACTION OR INACTION ON THE PART OF THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OR ANY CHANGES TO FEDERAL LAW OR 1ITS
INTERPRETATION.

(4) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2019, THE COMMISSION SHALL
INCLUDE THE FINDINGS OF THE WORKGROUP IN THE ANNUAL REPORT SUBMITTED
BY THE COMMISSION ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2019, UNDER SUBSECTION (K)
OF THIS SECTION.
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[D] () The Commission may:

(1)  hold public meetings across the State to carry out the duties of the
Commission; and

(2) convene workgroups to solicit input from stakeholders.

[D] (K) On or before December 31 each year, the Commission shall submit a
report on its findings and recommendations, including any legislative proposals, to the
Governor and, in accordance with § 2—1246 of the State Government Article, the General

Assembly.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June
1, 2017. It shall remain effective for a period of [3] 6 years and 1 month and, at the end of
June 30, [2020] 2023, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act
shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

SECTION 3= 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Juds June 1, 2019.

Approved by the Governor, May 13, 2019.
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