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Chapter 360

(House Bill 427)
AN ACT concerning

Behavioral Health Admlmstratlon Outpatient C1v11 Commltment Pilot
Program - StatewideExpansion

é&%%%%h:—y%a# requiring the Behav1oral Health Admlmstratlon to allow an ehglble

individual to request enrollment into a certain outpatient civil commitment pilot
program; requiring the Administration to allow an immediate family member of an
eligible individual to request that the individual be voluntarily enrolled into a certain
outpatient civil commitment pilot program; making conforming and technical
changes; and generally relating to a=statewsde an outpatient civil commitment pilot
program.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Health — General
Section 7.5-205.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2015 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

Preamble

WHEREAS, Outpatient civil commitment is one approach to serve a small
population of hard—to—engage individuals with serious mental illness; and

WHEREAS, The General Assembly passed legislation in 2017 authorizing the
establishment of an outpatient civil commitment pilot program to improve access to
services for individuals who have not been well-served by the public behavioral health
system; and



Ch. 360 2019 LAWS OF MARYLAND

WHEREAS, An outpatient civil commitment pilot program has been established in
Baltimore City; and

WHEREAS, The pilot program in Baltimore City offers a comprehensive range of
community—based and client—centered services and supports to individuals committed
involuntarily to an inpatient psychiatric hospital, either through voluntary engagement or
as a condition of release; and

WHEREAS, Individuals served by the pilot program are being effectively engaged,
have experienced positive results, and have continued to participate in services; now,

therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Health - General

7.5-205.1.

(a) €& The Administration fmay} SHAEE establish fan} A—STATEVWADE
outpatient civil commitment §pilot} program to allow for the release of an individual who
1s involuntarily admitted for inpatient treatment under § 10-632 of this article on condition
of the individual’s admission into the fpilot} program.

f(b) If the Administration establishes a pilot program under subsection (a) of this
section, the Administration shall:

(1)  Adopt criteria an individual must meet in order to be admitted into the
pilot program;

(2) Establish application, hearing, and notice requirements; ax€

(3) Specify the rights of an individual who may be or who has been
admitted into the pilot program;
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(4) ALLOW AN ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL TO REQUEST ENROLLMENT
INTO THE PILOT PROGRAM; AND

(5) ALLOW AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER OF AN ELIGIBLE
INDIVIDUAL TO REQUEST THAT THE INDIVIDUAL BE VOLUNTARILY ENROLLED INTO
THE PILOT PROGRAM.}
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o)} ) $If the Administration establishes a pilot program under subsection (a)
of this section, on} ON or before December 1 each year fthe pilot program is in existence},
the Administration shall submit to the Senate Finance Committee and the House Health
and Government Operations Committee, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State
Government Article, a report that includes A A

(1) The number of individuals admitted into the §pilot} program during the
immediately preceding 12—month period;

(2) The number of applications for admission into the fpilot} program
submitted during the immediately preceding 12—month period;

(3)  The cost of administering the fpilot} program for the immediately
preceding 12—month period;

(4) FOR INDIVIDUALS ADMITTED INTO THE PROGRAM VOLUNTARILY
AND INVOLUNTARILY:

(I) The percentage of individuals fadmitted into the pilot program#}
who adhered to the treatment plan established for the individual under the fpilot} program;

[G)] (1) Treatment outcomes; AND

[(6)] (III) The type, intensity, and frequency of services provided to
individuals admitted into the fpilot} program; and

[(D] (5) Any other information that may be useful in determining
whether fa permanent} FHE outpatient civil commitment [process] PROGRAM should be
festablished} cONFRNUED.

SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2019.

Approved by the Governor, April 30, 2019.





