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Chapter 555
(Senate Bill 710)

AN ACT concerning

Anne Arundel County — Ethics — P= o ts-Regs
Qualifying Contributions During Pendency of Zoning Contributions and
Participation in Development Applications

FOR the purpose of specifying that certain provisions of law may apply to certain campaign
contributions; authorizing the County Council of Anne Arundel County to enact a
local law to regulate the participation of a member of the County Council or the
County Executive of Anne Arundel County in any legislative action relevant to a
zoning change or amendment or to a certain application if the member of the County
Council or the County Executive accepts or has accepted, or as a candidate accepted,
a campaign contribution from a certain individual or business entity; authorizing the
County Council to enact a local law to prohibit or otherwise regulate certain
campaign contributions; requiring the Anne Arundel County Ethics Commission to
administer and implement a certain law: defining certain terms:; prehibiting
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relating to ethics in Anne Arundel County.

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Election Law
Section + a),
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2017 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Election Law
Section 13-504.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2017 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — General Provisions
Section 5—104(a)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Volume and 2018 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — General Provisions
Section 5—-869 through 5-871 to be under the new part “Part XI. Special Provisions
for Anne Arundel County”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Volume and 2018 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Election Law
1-101.

(a) In this article the following words have the meanings indicated unless a
different meaning is clearly intended from the context.

(o) (1)  “Contribution” means the gift or transfer, or promise of gift or transfer,
of money or other thing of value to a campaign finance entity to promote or assist in the
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promotion of the success or defeat of a candidate, political party, question, or prospective
question.

(2) “Contribution” includes:

(1) proceeds from the sale of tickets to a campaign fund-raising
event; and

(1)  acoordinated expenditure as defined in § 13—249 of this article.

(3) “Contribution” does not include the costs associated with the
establishment, administration, or solicitation of voluntary contributions to a political action
committee established by a corporation, limited liability company, general partnership,
limited partnership, membership organization, trade association, cooperative, or
corporation without capital stock as long as the political action committee only solicits
contributions from employees of the organization that established the political action
committee, or members of the organization that established the political action committee,
and the employees or members are participating in a payroll deduction program established
by the employer of the employee or member.
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13-504.1.

AS TO CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE OF ANNE ARUNDEL
COUNTY OR TO A MEMBER OF THE ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY COUNCIL OR A
CANDIDATE FOR ELECTION AS THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE OF ANNE ARUNDEL
COUNTY OR AS A MEMBER OF THE ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY COUNCIL, TITLE 5,
SUBTITLE 8, PART XI OF THE GENERAL PROVISIONS ARTICLE MAY APPLY.

Article — General Provisions

5-104.

(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section AND IN SEECFION
§ 5-871 OF THIS TITLE, this title shall be administered and implemented by the Ethics
Commission.
5-867. RESERVED.
5-868. RESERVED.

PART XI. SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY.

5-869.

(A) IN THIS PART THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(B) (1) “CANDIDATE” MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO FILES A CERTIFICATE
OF CANDIDACY FOR:
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() ELECTION TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL; OR

(1) COUNTY EXECUTIVE.

(2) “CANDIDATE” INCLUDES AN INCUMBENT MEMBER OF THE
COUNTY COUNCIL AND AN INCUMBENT COUNTY EXECUTIVE.

(C) “COUNTY COUNCIL” MEANS THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL
COUNTY.

(D) “COUNTY EXECUTIVE” MEANS THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE OF ANNE
ARUNDEL COUNTY.

5-870.

(A) THE COUNTY COUNCIL MAY ENACT A LOCAL LAW TO REGULATE THE
PARTICIPATION OF A MEMBER OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL OR THE COUNTY
EXECUTIVE IN ANY LEGISLATIVE ACTION RELEVANT TO A ZONING CHANGE OR
AMENDMENT, OR TO A LAND USE APPLICATION THAT IS BEFORE THE OFFICE OF
PLANNING AND ZONING OR THE DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONS AND PERMITS, IF
THE MEMBER OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL OR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE ACCEPTS OR
HAS ACCEPTED, OR AS A CANDIDATE ACCEPTED, A CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION FROM
AN INDIVIDUAL OR A BUSINESS ENTITY INVOLVED WITH THE ACTION OR
APPLICATION.

(B) THE COUNTY COUNCIL MAY ENACT A LOCAL LAW TO PROHIBIT OR
OTHERWISE REGULATE CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO, OR FOR THE BENEFIT
OF, A MEMBER OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL, THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE, OR A
CANDIDATE FOR ELECTION TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL OR COUNTY EXECUTIVE BY
AN INDIVIDUAL OR A BUSINESS ENTITY INVOLVED WITH A LEGISLATIVE ACTION
RELEVANT TO A ZONING CHANGE OR AMENDMENT, OR TO A LAND USE APPLICATION
THAT IS BEFORE THE OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ZONING OR THE DEPARTMENT OF
INSPECTIONS AND PERMITS.

5-871.

IF THE COUNTY COUNCIL ENACTS A LOCAL LAW UNDER § 5-870 OF THIS
SUBTITLE, THE ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY ETHICS COMMISSION SHALL ADMINISTER
AND IMPLEMENT THE PROVISIONS OF THE LOCAL LAW.
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SECTION 4 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2019.

Approved by the Governor, May 13, 2019.
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