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Chapter 691

(House Bill 725)
AN ACT concerning
Public Schools — Student Discipline — Restorative Approaches

FOR the purpose of requiring the State Board of Education to provide technical assistance

and_training to county boards of educatzon regarding the use of restoratwe
approaches under certain czrcumstances 2 o 2 sineing : =

3 : requiring certain
ee%ﬁa%&ees egulatlon to 1ncorporate the use of restoratwe approaches %e%a%%ﬁg

: a: requiring certain regulatlons
to state the purpose of certaln d1s01p11nary actions; requiring the State Department
of Education to submit a certain annual report to the Governor and the General
Assembly on or before a certain date; requiring a certain report to be disaggregated in
a certain manner; defining eertain—terms a certain term; and generally relating to
restorative approaches to student discipline.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Education
Section #=305-and 7-306
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2018 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Education
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(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION, “RESTORATIVE APPROACHES” MEANS A
RELATIONSHIP-FOCUSED STUDENT DISCIPLINE MODEL THAT:

(1) IS PRIMARHY PREVENTIVE AND PROACTIVE AND
PREVENTI,

(I1) EMPHASIZES BUILDING STRONG RELATIONSHIPS AND
SETTING CLEAR BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE
WELL-BEING OF THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY;

(It1) IN RESPONSE TO BEHAVIOR THAT VIOLATES THE CLEAR
BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE WELL-BEING OF THE
SCHOOL COMMUNITY, FOCUSES ON ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ANY HARM DONE BY THE
PROBLEM BEHAVIOR; AND

(IV) ADDRESSES WAYS TO REPAIR THE RELATIONSHIPS
AFFECTED BY THE PROBLEM BEHAVIOR WITH THE VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION OF
AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WAS HARMED.

(2) “RESTORATIVE APPROACHES” MAY INCLUDE:
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(1) CONFLICT RESOLUTION;
(i) MEDIATION;
(II) PEER MEDIATION;
(Iv) CIRCLE PROCESSES;
(V) RESTORATIVE CONFERENCES;
(VI) SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING;
(VII) TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE;
(VIII) POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION SUPPORTS; AND
(IX) REHABILITATION.
[(2)] (B) Notwithstanding any bylaw, rule, or regulation made or approved by

the State Board, a principal, vice principal, or other employee may not administer corporal
punishment to discipline a student in a public school in the State.

[(1)] (C) The State Board shall:

(1)  Establish guidelines that define a State code of discipline for all public
schools with standards of conduct and consequences for violations of the standards; and

(2) ON REQUEST, PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING
TO COUNTY BOARDS REGARDING THE USE OF RESTORATIVE APPROACHES; AND

& (3) Assist each county board with the implementation of the
guidelines.

[(©)] (D) (1)  Subject to the provisions of subsections [(a)] (B) and [(b)] (C) of
this section, each county board shall adopt regulations designed to create and maintain
within the schools under its jurisdiction the atmosphere of order and discipline necessary
for effective learning.

(2)  The regulations adopted by a county board under this subsection:

(1) Shall provide for educational and behavioral interventions,
RESTORATIVE APPROACHES, counseling, and student and parent conferencing; [and]
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(1)  Shall provide alternative programs, which may include in—school
suspension, suspension, expulsion, or other disciplinary measures that are deemed
appropriate; AND

(II) SHALL STATE THAT THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF ANY
DISCIPLINARY MEASURE IS REHABILITATIVE, RESTORATIVE, AND EDUCATIONAL.

[(]€ED(E) (1) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBMIT TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH §
2-1246 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, A
STUDENT DISCIPLINE DATA REPORT THAT INCLUDES A DESCRIPTION OF THE USES
OF RESTORATIVE APPROACHES IN THE STATE AND A REVIEW OF DISCIPLINARY
PRACTICES AND POLICIES IN THE STATE.

(2) The Department shall disaggregate the information in any student
discipline data report prepared by the Department by race, ethnicity, gender, disability
status, eligibility for free or reduced price meals or an equivalent measure of socioeconomic
status, axd English language proficiency, AND TYPE OF DISCIPLINE for:
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(1) The State;
(1)  Each local school system; and
(111)  Each public school.

£ (3) Special education—related data in any report prepared under
paragraphref this subsection shall be disaggregated by race, ethnicity, and gender.

[e]€(F) (1) In this subsection, “alternative school discipline practice”
means a discipline practice used in a public school that is not an in—school suspension or
an out—of—school suspension.

(2) The Department shall collect data on alternative school discipline
practices in public schools for each local school system, including:

(1) The types of alternative school discipline practices that are used
in a local school system; and

(1) The type of misconduct for which an alternative discipline
practice is used.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2019.

Enacted under Article II, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 25, 2019.





