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Chapter 299

(House Bill 1090)
AN ACT concerning
9-1-1 Specialists - Compensation and Benefits

FOR the purpose of statlng the flndlngs and intent of the General Assembly w1th regard to

ist: repealing references to the term “0— 1 1 pubhc
safety telecommumcator and substltutlng references to the term “9-1-1 specialist”
In certain provisions authorizing a certain property tax credit; defiming—ecertain
teems: altering a certain term: providing for the application of certain provisions of
this Act; and generally relating to 9—1—1 specialists.

BY adding to
Article — Public Safety
Section 1-302.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2018 Replacement Volume)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Tax — Property
Section 9-262
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Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Public Safety
1-302.1.

(A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT 9-1-1 SPECIALISTS ARE KEY
MEMBERS OF THE TEAM OF PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONNEL RESPONDING TO REQUESTS
FROM THE PUBLIC FOR EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE.

(B) IT IS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT JURISDICTIONS
EMPLOYING 9-1-1 SPECIALISTS:

(1) APPROPRIATELY CLASSIFY 9-1-1 SPECIALISTS IN RECOGNITION
OF THE TRAINING, KNOWLEDGE, AND SKILLS THAT 9-1-1 SPECIALISTS POSSESS AND
DEMONSTRATE IN ANSWERING AND HANDLING REQUESTS FOR EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE; AND

(2) COMPENSATE 9-1-1 SPECIALISTS IN A MANNER THAT:

(1) REFLECTS THEIR MEMBERSHIP IN THE TEAM OF PUBLIC
SAFETY PERSONNEL ANSWERING AND RESPONDING TO REQUESTS FOR EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE; AND

(I) IS COMMENSURATE WITH THE TRAINING, KNOWLEDGE, AND
SKILLS THEY POSSESS.
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SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read
as follows:

Article — Tax — Property

9-262.
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(a) (1)  In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.
(2) “Dwelling” has the meaning stated in § 9-105 of this title.

(3) “9-1-1 [public safety telecommunicator] SPECIALIST” means an
employee of a county PUBLIC SAFETY ANSWERING POINT, OR AN EMPLOYEE WORKING
IN A COUNTY SAFETY ANSWERING POINT, whose duties and responsibilities include:

(1) [answering, receiving, transferring, and dispatching]
RECEIVING AND PROCESSING 9-1-1 [calls] REQUESTS FOR EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE;

(i)  other support functions DIRECTLY related to 9-1-1 [calls]
REQUESTS FOR EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE; or

(i11) dispatching law enforcement officers, fire rescue services,
emergency medical services, and other public safety services to the scene of an emergency.

(b) The governing body of a county or municipal corporation may grant, by law, a
property tax credit under this section against the county or municipal corporation property
tax imposed on a dwelling located in the county or municipal corporation that is owned by
a 9-1-1 [public safety telecommunicator] SPECIALIST if the 9-1-1 [public safety
telecommunicator] SPECIALIST is otherwise eligible for the credit authorized under §
9-105 of this title.

(c) For any taxable year, the credit under this section may not exceed the lesser
of:
(1) $2,500 per dwelling; or
(2) the amount of property tax imposed on the dwelling.
(d)  The governing body of a county or a municipal corporation may establish, by
law:

(1) subject to subsection (c) of this section, the amount of the credit under
this section;

(2)  the duration of the credit;

3) additional eligibility requirements for 9-1-1 [public safety
telecommunicators] SPECIALISTS to qualify for the credit;

(4)  procedures for the application and uniform processing of requests for
the credit; and
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(5) any other provisions necessary to carry out this section.

SECTION 5= 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section 3 2 of this Act shall
be applicable to all taxable years beginning after June 30, 2019.

SECTION 6= 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
June 1, 2019.

Approved by the Governor, April 30, 2019.





