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Chapter 139

(House Bill 259)
AN ACT concerning
Health Occupations — Diagnostic Evaluation and Treatment of Patients —
Disciplinary Actions

(The Patient’s Access to Integrative Healthcare Act of 2020)

FOR the purpose of

health occupations boards and disciplinary panels from reprimanding a certain
licensee or certificate holder, placing a certain licensee or certificate holder on
probation, or suspending or revoking a license of a certain licensee or the certificate
of a certain certificate holder solely on the basis of a licensee’s or certificate holder’s
use of a certain diagnostic evaluation or treatment; providing for the construction of
this Act: and generally relating to disciplinary actions for diagnostic evaluation and
treatment of patients.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
11—



Ch. 139 2020 LAWS OF MARYLAND

Article — Health Occupations

Section 1-604

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2014 Replacement Volume and 2019 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Health Occupations
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(a) If a statute authorizes a health occupations board to use a system of peer
review in standard of care cases and the peer reviewer or peer reviewers determine that
there has been a violation of a standard of care, the board shall provide the licensee or
certificate holder under investigation with an opportunity to review the final peer review
report and provide the board with a written response within 10 business days after the
report was sent to the licensee or certificate holder.

(b) If a health occupations board receives a written response to a final peer review
report, the board shall consider both the report and response before taking any action.
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(C) (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SUBSECTION,

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS BOARDS AND DISCIPLINARY PANELS MAY NOT REPRIMAND A
LICENSEE OR CERTIFICATE HOLDER, PLACE A LICENSEE OR CERTIFICATE HOLDER
ON PROBATION, OR SUSPEND OR REVOKE THE LICENSE OF A LICENSEE OR THE
CERTIFICATE OF A CERTIFICATE HOLDER SOLELY ON THE BASIS OF THE LICENSEE’S
OR CERTIFICATE HOLDER’S USE OF A DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION OR TREATMENT OF
A PATIENT THAT IS INTEGRATIVE, COMPLEMENTARY, ALTERNATIVE, OR
NONCONVENTIONAL, INCLUDING IN THE TREATMENT OF LYME DISEASE OR
TICK-BORNE ILLNESSES.

(2) THIS SUBSECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO RELEASE A
LICENSEE OR CERTIFICATE HOLDER FROM THE DUTY TO EXERCISE A
PROFESSIONAL STANDARD OF CARE WHEN EVALUATING AND TREATING A PATIENT’S
MEDICAL CONDITION.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2020.

Enacted under Article I, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 8, 2020.





