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Chapter 148

(House Bill 277)

AN ACT concerning

State Department of Education — Guidelines on Trauma-Informed Approach

eation: requiring the State Department of Educatlon n
consultat1on w1th the Maryland Department of Health and the Department of
Human Services, to develop certain guidelines on a certain trauma—lnformed

the State Department of Educatlon to d1str1bute certaln guidelines to each local
school system and to ite publish certam guldehnes on a certaln

website;

guldehnes on the

trauma—lnformed approach.

BY adding to

Article — Education

Section 7-427.1

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2018 Replacement Volume and 2019 Supplement)
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Education
7-427.1.

(A) (1) 1IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

& (2) “TRAUMA-INFORMED APPROACH” MEANS A METHOD FOR
UNDERSTANDING AND RESPONDING TO AN INDIVIDUAL WITH SYMPTOMS OF
CHRONIC INTERPERSONAL TRAUMA OR TRAUMATIC STRESS.

5) (3) “TRAUMA-INFORMED SCHOOL” MEANS A SCHOOL THAT:

() ACKNOWLEDGES THE WIDESPREAD IMPACT OF TRAUMA
AND UNDERSTANDS THE POTENTIAL PATHS FOR RECOVERY;

(I) RECOGNIZES THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF TRAUMA IN
STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND STAFF;
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(It1) INTEGRATES INFORMATION ABOUT TRAUMA INTO
POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND PRACTICES; AND

(IV) ACTIVELY RESISTS RETRAUMATIZING A STUDENT,
TEACHER, OR STAFF MEMBER WHO HAS EXPERIENCED TRAUMA.

2 THE DEPARTMENT, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, SHALL:

& DEVELOP DEVELOP GUIDELINES ON A TRAUMA-INFORMED
APPROACH THAT WILL ASSIST SCHOOLS WITH:

+ (1) IMPLEMENTING A COMPREHENSIVE
TRAUMA-INFORMED POLICY AT THE SCHOOL;

2. (I1) THE IDENTIFICATION OF A STUDENT, TEACHER, OR
STAFF MEMBER WHO HAS EXPERIENCED TRAUMA;

3- (111) THE APPROPRIATE MANNER FOR RESPONDING TO A
STUDENT, TEACHER, OR STAFF MEMBER WHO HAS EXPERIENCED TRAUMA;

4. (IVv) FOR SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING IN THE HANDLE
WITH CARE PROGRAM, THE APPROPRIATE MANNER FOR RESPONDING TO A
STUDENT WHO IS IDENTIFIED AS A “HANDLE WITH CARE” STUDENT; AND

5 (V) BECOMING A TRAUMA-INFORMED SCHOOL3
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(1) DISTRIBUTE THE GUIDELINES DEVELOPED UNDER
PARAGRAPH(2MI)}-OF THIS SUBSECTION TO EACH LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM; AND

(I1) DEVEEORPAWEBSITE PUBLISH THE GUIDELINES ON THE
TRAUMA-INFORMED APPROACH FHAT-INCEUDES: ON THE DEPARTMENT’S WEBSITE.
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PROGRAM-EUND-

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2020.

Enacted under Article II, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 8, 2020.





