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This bill requires that, if the redistricting plan proposed by the Howard County Board of
Education differs from the plan proposed by the county superintendent, the board must
allow public testimony from one or more members of a household whose school
assignment is changed only in the board’s plan before the final vote is taken on either plan.
The bill takes effect July 1, 2021.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: None.

Local Effect: Howard County Board of Education can meet the requirements of the bill
with existing resources.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: The Howard County Board of Education is not currently required to allow
public testimony from households affected by redistricting. In November 2019, the
Howard County Board of Education approved a redistricting plan School Planning — HCPSS
for the 2020-2021 school year. The plan, which changes the attendance area for more than
5,400 students in the county, was the culmination of the largest redistricting effort in the
county’s history. The approved redistricting plan is intended to reduce overcrowding and
advance socioeconomic equity.



https://www.hcpss.org/school-planning/

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.
Designated Cross File: None.

Information Source(s): Maryland State Department of Education; Department of
Legislative Services
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