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Chapter 518
(Senate Bill 644)

AN ACT concerning

Department of General Services — Study on
Procurement Preferences for Businesses in Historically Underutilized Business
ZoneBusinesses Zones

Department of General Services, in consultatlon with the Governor s Office of Small,
Minority, and Women Business Affairs to study the feasibility and impacts of
establishing a State procurement preference for businesses located in historically
underutilized business zones; and generally relating to a study on procurement
preferences for historically underutilized business zone businesses.
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

That:

(a) The Department of General Services, in consultation with the Governor’s
Office of Small, Minority, and Women Business Affairs, shall study the feasibility and
impacts of establishing a State procurement percentage preference for businesses located
in historically underutilized business zones, including:

(1) the potential benefits to businesses in historically underutilized
business zones;

(2)  the costs of establishing and administering the preference;

(3)  how to best track and report participation of historically underutilized
business zone business; and

(4) any other issue relating to the establishment of a State procurement
preference for businesses located in historically underutilized business zones.

(b)  On or before December 1, 2022, the Department shall report its findings and
recommendations to the General Assembly, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oetober1-2022 June 1, 2022. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and, at the
end of May 31, 2023, this Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly,
shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Enacted under Article I1, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 29, 2022.





