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CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Office of Statewide Broadband — Study of Broadband Expansion Ineentive-Aet

0£2023 Incentives

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
ments.

Italics indicate opposite chamber /conference committee amend
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2 HOUSE BILL 551

2 Ane requiring the Office
of Statew1de Broadband W1th1n the Department of Housing and Community
Development to conduct a certain study and report to the Governor and the General
Assembly on or before a certain date on certain incentives to encourage the expansion
of broadband infrastructure in the State; and generally relatlng to ax a study on
broadband expansion incentives fo 2

SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
3t 5 s the Office of Statewide Broadband within the
Department of Housmg and Commumtv Development shall:

[@H) study and make recommendations regarding:

()] how the State can incentivize broadband service providers to
expand broadband infrastructure to communities that are unserved or underserved,
including through either regulatory or financial incentives:

(i)  how the State can ensure that federal broadband infrastructure
grants are deployed to best serve the needs of Marylanders: and

(111) how other states have encouraged private investment in
broadband networks and how this State might implement similar measures; and

(@) on or before dals January 1, 2024, submit its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.

Artiele—Tax—General
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Approved:

4- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect

o o A Q o panad At K Q o

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





