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Chapter 282

(Senate Bill 26)
AN ACT concerning
Maryland Med1cal A551stance Program, Maryland Chlldren s Health Program,

ent and Workgroup on
Low—Income Ut1l1tv Ass1stance

FOR the purpose of requiring the Maryland Department of Health to establish an Express
Lane Eligibility Program to enroll individuals, based on certain eligibility, in the
Maryland Med1cal Assistance Program and the Maryland Ch1ldren s Health

Workgroup on Low—lncome Ut1l1tV Ass1stance to subm1t a f1nal report to certain
committees of the General Assembly on or before a certain date with certain
recommendations; and generally relating to i
Maryland Medical Assistance Program s e S COLPaIN
Children’s Health Program, and the Workgroup on Low—lncome Ut1l1ty Assistance.

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Health — General
Section 15-103(a)(1)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2019 Replacement Volume and 2022 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Health — General
Section 15-103(a)(5)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2019 Replacement Volume and 2022 Supplement)
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BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,

Chapter 638 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2021
Section 3(a)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Chapter 638 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2021

Section 3(g)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Chapter 639 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2021

Section 3(a)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Chapter 639 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2021

Section 3(g)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Health - General
15-103.

(a) (1) The Secretary shall administer the Maryland Medical Assistance
Program.

(5) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025, SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS
OF THE STATE BUDGET, AND AS PERMITTED BY FEDERAL LAW, THE DEPARTMENT:

(I) SHALL ESTABLISH AN EXPRESS LANE ELIGIBILITY
PROGRAM TO ENROLL INDIVIDUALS IN THE MARYLAND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM AND MARYLAND CHILDREN’S HEALTH PROGRAM BASED ON ELIGIBILITY
FINDINGS BY THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;

(I) MAY NOT CONSIDER ANY OTHER INCOME OR ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS;
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(111) TO THE EXTENT THAT A WAIVER IS NEEDED TO MAXIMIZE
THE NUMBER OF STATE RESIDENTS WHO MAY QUALIFY FOR THE EXPRESS LANE
ELIGIBILITY PROGRAM, SHALL APPLY TO THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID SERVICES FOR A-WATVER ONE OR MORE WAIVERS UNDER § 1115 OF THE
FEDERAL SOCIAL SECURITY ACT TO IMPLEMENT THE EXPRESS LANE ELIGIBILITY
PROGRAM; AND

(IV) SHALL MAKE ALL REASONABLE EFFORTS TO EXPEDITE
ENROLLMENT OF ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS IN THE EXPRESS LANE ELIGIBILITY
PROGRAM, PROVIDED THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY PROPOSE OR IMPLEMENT THE
USE OF EXPRESS LANE ELIGIBILITY FOR RENEWALS BEFORE PROPOSING OR
IMPLEMENTING THE USE OF EXPRESS LANE ELIGIBILITY FOR INITIAL
ENROLLMENT.
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Chapter 638 of the Acts of 2021

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

(@) There is a Workgroup on Low—Income Utility Assistance.

(@ () The Workgroup shall submit [a] AN INITIAL report of the study,
findings, and recommendations, including recommended legislation and regulatory
changes, to the Senate Finance Committee and the House Economic Matters Committee,
in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State Government Article, on or before January 1, 2022.

(2) THEWORKGROUP SHALL SUBMIT A FINAL REPORT OF THE STUDY,
FINDINGS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION
AND REGULATORY CHANGES, TO THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND THE
HOUSE ECONOMIC MATTERS COMMITTEE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1257 OF THE
STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2024.

—_5—
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Chapter 639 of the Acts of 2021

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

(@) There is a Workgroup on Low—Income Utility Assistance.

(@ (1) The Workgroup shall submit [a] AN INITIAL report of the study,
findings, and recommendations, including recommended legislation and regulatory
changes, to the Senate Finance Committee and the House Economic Matters Committee,
1n accordance with § 2—-1257 of the State Government Article, on or before January 1, 2022.

(2) THEWORKGROUP SHALL SUBMIT A FINAL REPORT OF THE STUDY,
FINDINGS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION
AND REGULATORY CHANGES, TO THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND THE
HOUSE ECONOMIC MATTERS COMMITTEE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1257 OF THE
STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2024.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2023.

Approved by the Governor, May 3, 2023.





