HOUSE BILL 333

G1 (41r0571)
ENROLLED BILL

— Ways and Means/Education, Energy, and the Environment —

Introduced by Delegates Rosenberg and—Wilkins, Wilkins, Wims, Vogel, Wu,
Atterbeary, Ebersole, and Young

Read and Examined by Proofreaders:

Proofreader.

Proofreader.

Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor, for his approval this

day of at o’clock, M.

Speaker.
CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2  Election Law Electlon Misinformation and Election Disinformation enlazrge
ems and Improper Influence Related to Voting

: the State Board of Elections to mamtam a portal on the State
13 Boards website that the public may use to report election misinformation and
14 election disinformation: requiring the State Board to conduct a periodic review of

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by
amendment.
Italics indicate opposite chamber /conference committee amendments
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2 HOUSE BILL 333

material submitted by the public through the portal and, to the extent necessary,
issue corrective information or refer submissions to the State Prosecutor; defining
“influence” for purposes of & certain presdsien provisions of law zelatedto-effenses
prohibiting improper influence related to Votlng, and generally relatmg to election
misinformation and election disinformation emrs and
improper influence related to voting.

BY adding to
Article — Election Law
Section 33—405-3 2-110
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2022 Replacement Volume and 2023 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Election Law
Section 16-201
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2022 Replacement Volume and 2023 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Election Law

1+3—4053- 2-110.

@a ()@ IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE
MEANINGS INDICATED.

“ELECTION DISINFORMATION” MEANS INCORRECT OR MISLEADING INFORMATION

REGARDING THE TIME, PLACE, OR MANNER OF AN ELECTION, ELECTION RESULTS,
OR VOTING RIGHTS IN THE STATE THAT IS KNOWINGLY AND DELIBERATELY
DISSEMINATED.
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HOUSE BILL 333 3

(3) “ELECTION  MISINFORMATION” MEANS INCORRECT OR
MISLEADING INFORMATION REGARDING THE TIME, PLACE, OR MANNER OF AN

ELECTION, ELECTION RESULTS, OR VOTING RIGHTS IN THE STATE.
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HOUSE BILL 333 5

(B) (1) THE STATE BOARD SHALL MAINTAIN A PORTAL ON THE STATE
BOARD’S WEBSITE THAT THE PUBLIC MAY USE TO REPORT ELECTION
MISINFORMATION AND ELECTION DISINFORMATION.

(2) THE STATE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT A PERIODIC REVIEW OF
MATERIAL SUBMITTED BY THE PUBLIC THROUGH THE PORTAL AND, TO THE EXTENT
NECESSARY, ISSUE CORRECTIVE INFORMATION OR REFER SUBMISSIONS TO THE
STATE PROSECUTOR.
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6 HOUSE BILL 333

(A) @ IN THIS SECTION, “INFLUENCE” MEANS TQ INCLUDES THE USE OF
PRESSURE, DECEPTION, TRICKERY, OR DIRECT OR INDIRECT AUTHORITY TO
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HOUSE BILL 333 7

INDUCE ACTION OR TO CHANGE THE DECISION OR ACT OF ANOTHER, REGARDLESS
OF THE MEDIUM USED.

[(2)] (B) A person may not willfully and knowingly:

(1) (1) 1mpersonate another person in order to vote or attempt to vote;
or

(11)  vote or attempt to vote under a false name;

(2)  vote more than once for a candidate for the same office or for the same
ballot question;

3) vote or attempt to vote more than once in the same election, or vote in
more than one election district or precinct;

(4) vote in an election district or precinct without the legal authority to vote
in that election district or precinct;

(5)  influence or attempt to influence a voter’s voting decision through the
use of force, threat, menace, intimidation, bribery, reward, or offer of reward;

(6) influence or attempt to influence a voter’s decision, through the use of
force, fraud, threat, menace, intimidation, bribery, reward, or offer of reward, whether to:

(1) go to the polls to cast a vote; or
(i1)  vote by other lawful means; or
(7 engage in conduct that results or has the intent to result in the denial

or abridgement of the right of any citizen of the United States to vote on account of race,
color, or disability.

[)] (C) Except as provided in § 16—-1002 of this title, a person who violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine of not more than
$5,000 or imprisonment for not more than 5 years or both.

[(©] (D) A person who violates this section is subject to § 5~106(b) of the Courts
Article.
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1 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June
2 1,2024.
Approved:
Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





