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Everyman Theatre (Baltimore City) 
 
General Obligation Bonds 

Nonbudgeted 

$1,000,000 

$13,575,000 

   

 
 
Summary of Recommended Bond Actions   

    Funds 

1.  Everyman Theatre 
 
Approve. 

  

 
 
Bill Text:  Provide a grant to the Board of Directors of the Everyman Theatre, Inc. to renovate the 
historic Town Theatre in downtown Baltimore, subject to the requirement that the grantee provide 
and equal and matching fund for this purpose.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1(5) of this 
Act, the matching fund may consist of funds expended prior to the effective date of the Act. 
 
Program Description:  Renovate the Town Theatre in West Baltimore to serve as the new home for 
the Everyman Theatre.   
 
 

Project Analysis  
 
 The fiscal 2013 allowance includes $1 million in general obligation bond funding for the 
renovation of the historic Town Theatre in Baltimore’s Westside neighborhood.  The renovated 
theatre will serve as the new location for the Everyman Theatre, which has outgrown its current 
leased facility on North Charles Street in Baltimore. 
 
 In 2006, the Everyman Theatre bought the Town Theatre from the Bank of America 
Community Development Corporation and the Harold A. Dawson Trust for $1 with the 
understanding that the building would be restored as a performing arts venue.  The Town Theatre was 
originally opened in 1910 as a vaudeville venue; however, the building has been unused since 1990.  
The renovation of the building will contribute to an arts and theater district in the Westside of 
Baltimore, as it is located within blocks of the Hippodrome Performing Arts Center and the Bromo 
Seltzer Arts Tower.   
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 The project costs for the renovations total approximately $17.8 million, of which, the State’s 
share is expected to be 6.54%.  The State’s share includes prior authorizations of $160,000 ($60,000 
for the Town Theatre in 2011 and $100,000 for the Everyman Theatre in 2008).  Total State 
contribution will be $1.16 million.  The theatre has already embarked on a fundraising campaign.  
Matching funds include: 
  
 State, Federal, and New Market Tax Credits – $7.4 million; 
 
 Foundation Support – $3.8 million; 
 
 Corporate Donations – $2.4 million; 
 
 Private Philanthropy – $1.3 million; 
 
 Baltimore City Grants – $900,000;  
 
 Baltimore City Westside Revitalization – $500,000; and  
 
 Department of Business and Economic Development – $250,000; for a  
 
 Total – $16.6 million. 
 

This is the first year in which the project appears in the Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  
However, the theatre expects to open its renovated facility by fall 2012, and as such, no further funds 
are provided in the CIP.   

 
Specific renovations will include an expansion of seating capacity from 175 to 250 seats, 

construction of a two-story stage, American with Disabilities Act improvements, and higher  
standards to meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design silver standards.  The theatre 
believes that these renovations will allow for a broader range of shows and an increase in the number 
of shows.  Further, the renovations should allow the theatre to keep its small and intimate atmosphere 
but also add capacity and increased revenues without increasing ticket prices.  Finally, the theatre will 
continue to provide enrichment opportunities for Baltimore City public school students.  Also, it will 
continue programs, such as theatre classes for professionals, students, or patrons. 
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Prior Authorization and Capital Improvement Program  
 

Authorization Uses 
($ in Millions) 

 

Fund Uses 
Prior 

Authorization 
2013 

Request 
2014 

Estimate 
2015 

Estimate 
2016 

Estimate 
2017 

Estimate 
       

Acquisition $1.850 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 

Planning 1.325 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Construction 0.000 14.275 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Equipment 0.000 0.300 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Total $3.175 $14.575 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 
 
 

Authorization Sources 
($ in Millions) 

 

Fund Sources 
Prior 

Authorization 
2013 

Request 
2014 

Estimate 
2015 

Estimate 
2016 

Estimate 
2017 

Estimate 
       

GO Bonds $0.160 $1.000 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 

Nonbudgeted 3.015 13.575 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Total $3.175 $14.575 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 $0.000 
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GO Bond Recommended Actions 
 
1.  Approve. 

 
 
 




