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AGRICULTURE

Testimony was heard this week on HB 374 to legalize the growing of industrial hemp. The
Maryland Department of Agriculture would be required to develop criteria, in consultation with
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, for the licensing of the growth, maintenance, and
manufacture of industrial hemp and for the regeneration of seed for the growth of industrial
hemp.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

Anyone under the age of 21 is not old enough to buy alcoholic beverages from liquor stores in
the State, but can have liquor delivered if they have access to the Internet and a credit card
number. Although current law prohibits the direct shipment of alcohol to consumers, regardless
of age, the crime is only a misdemeanor. HB 278 would make it a felony to ship, cause to be
shipped, or deliver alcoholic beverages to anyone under the age of 21.

A measure is being considered that would require the Motor Vehicle Administration to issue a
special "DWI" registration plate that would identify a vehicle as being owned by an individual
who has been convicted of an alcohol- and/or drug-related driving offense. Under HB 487,
convicted offenders would have to pay a fee for the "DWI" plate and display it for a period of
two years after the expiration date of the owner's current registration.

BUDGET AND FISCAL MATTERS

Legislation that would change how property taxes are determined, but not the amount of tax
collected, passed the House this week. Under HB 392, property tax rates would be applied to
100% of the value of real property, rather than to 40% of the value, as is the case for most real
property under current law. The bill would also reduce property tax rates so that property tax
bills would not increase due to this change.

HB 27, one of three bills proposing to provide tax relief for restitution and other payments made
to Holocaust victims, has received an unfavorable committee report. Its companion, SB 229,
remains in a House committee. HB 177, which received a favorable preliminary floor vote this
week, would provide tax relief for restitution and distributions, exclude from taxes interest on the
proceeds receivable from insurance polices issued to Holocaust victims, and authorize the State
to use any power available to compel holding company systems that include insurers of
Holocaust victims to report and comply with the recovery of these policies.

SB 175/HB 679, companion bills to increase State aid for police protection, would raise the per
capita amount paid to counties from $2.50 to $3.50 and to Baltimore City from $.50 to $1.50.
The measures would also increase the allocation from $1,200 to $1,800 for each municipal sworn
officer employed on a full-time basis for qualifying municipalities.

CIVIL RIGHTS



A House committee has reviewed HB 315 which would ban discriminatory practices against
individuals because of their sexual orientation. Similar legislation, SB 138, introduced on behalf
of the Administration, is pending in the Senate.

A religious freedom proposal in a revised form is back before the General Assembly this year.
These bills, SB 674/HB 966, generally provide that a government may not substantially burden a
person's exercise of religion unless the government demonstrates that application of the burden is
necessary to further a compelling governmental interest, is the least restrictive means of
furthering that interest, and that any alternative proposed by the person will unduly interfere with
the fulfillment of the compelling interest.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS

HB 1003, heard in committee last week, would require individuals who provide heating,
ventilation, air-conditioning, and refrigeration services under the direction of a licensed
contractor to obtain a journeyman license.

A telecommunications bill, HB 960, has been offered to prohibit slamming, the practice of
telecommunications providers transferring customers' accounts from one company to another
without the customer's consent. The bill was heard in committee and is awaiting its committee
report to the House.

HB 946 intends to regulate the State's check cashing services, which are currently largely
unregulated, by requiring businesses that offer the service to register with the Division of
Consumer Protection of the Office of the Attorney General and to pay various registration and
renewal fees. In addition, the bill would limit the fees that businesses can charge for check
cashing services. The bill has been heard in committee and is awaiting its committee report to
the House.

CRIMINAL MATTERS AND CORRECTIONS

SB 377/HB 232, passed in their chambers of origin, would outlaw the "corrections cocktail," a
concoction of body fluids maliciously thrown at correctional officers by inmates. A conviction
for this misdemeanor could add up to ten years to a prisoner's sentence as well as impose a fine.
HB 680, to allow wardens to ban pornography from prisons, failed in committee after the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections indicated that wardens already had this authority.

SB 610/HB 229 would allow the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services to post
on the Internet the names, offenses, and other personal information of registered Maryland
offenders convicted of sex offenses and certain other offenses against children, currently totaling
about 500 persons. After lively debate, the bills passed in substantially the same form in their
original chambers this week. HB 720, to make Maryland's registration law retroactive so as to
include anyone still in jail who committed a sexual offense before October 1995, failed in a
House committee.

The Senate passed SB 132 which would change from a misdemeanor to a felony the stalking of
a law enforcement officer or an officer's family member, and which would increase the penalty
from a maximum penalty of $5,000 and five years in jail to a maximum penalty of $10,000 and
ten years in jail. A companion bill, HB 192, remains in a House committee.

A House committee heard testimony last week on HB 964 which would strengthen current law
protecting access to women's health clinics. The bill would make it a crime for a person to
continue to follow, or behave in a way that intentionally alarms or harasses, a person who enters



or exits a medical facility after having been requested to desist. In addition, a person could not
commit a crime against another person or the person's property after observing the person enter
or exit a medical facility.

ECONOMIC MATTERS

Several measures that establish new mechanisms to foster economic development have passed
the House. HB 4 would provide income tax benefits for job creation and expansion in qualified
economically distressed Maryland counties and HB 5, through a Smart Growth Economic
Development Infrastructure Fund, would provide loans for infrastructure projects in Smart
Growth areas in these distressed counties. These two bills, designated as a "One Maryland"
effort to stimulate economic activity, gained widespread support in the House, as did HB 185
and HB 188, both of which passed the lower chamber this week.

HB 185 would establish a Competitive Advantage Financing Fund for the development and
expansion of small businesses. HB 188 would set up an Economic Development Assistance
Authority and Fund to provide below market long-term loans to companies with strong potential
for expanding or for retaining employment opportunities.

ELDERLY PERSONS

HB 18 would require national criminal history records checks for individuals applying for
employment at Adult Dependent Care Programs. Currently, only State criminal history records
checks are required.

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

SB 208, which has passed the Senate, would prohibit the Maryland Department of the
Environment from issuing a sewage sludge storage facility permit until the facility meets all
relevant zoning and land use requirements of the county in which the storage facility is to be
located.

Testimony has been heard on two bills, SB 274/HB 17, which would limit the concentration of
sulfur in gasoline sold in Maryland to an average of 30 parts per million (ppm), beginning
October 1, 2002. The requirement is consistent with proposed Environ-mental Protection Agency
rules which would require a nationwide average of 30 ppm, phased in from 2004 through 2006.
The current national average is about 330 ppm.

FAMILY LAW

The House has passed HB 6 to create the Maryland After-School Opportunity Fund Program
which would provide grants for the development of innovative after-school programs with the
aim of reducing juvenile crime, teenage pregnancy, and the number of juveniles who are victims
of crime or accidents. An Executive Committee, chaired by the Governor or his designee, would
award grants under the Program and would be required to develop a comprehensive plan of
after-school opportunity programs.

HB 738 has passed the House. The bill would allow a judge to include in a temporary ex parte
or protective order a provision ordering an accused abuser to stay away from the victim's child
care provider while the victim's child is in the provider's care.

SB 251/HB 393 would make an abuser who killed a person who was eligible for domestic
violence relief guilty of first degree murder, provided the abuser had a past pattern of abusing



the victim or had shown extreme indifference to human life during the incident. The bills, which
remain in committee, would apply to a child, spouse, former spouse, or vulnerable adult. Those
convicted could be sentenced to life imprisonment without parole, but not to death or
imprisonment for life.

A House committee has killed HB 121 which would have required a local social services
department that receives a report of suspected child abuse to immediately notify an appropriate
law enforcement agency. The two agencies would have had to jointly ensure a thorough
investigation of each report.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Under consideration again this year is a proposal to establish no-frills bank accounts aimed at
low-income customers. HB 952 would require Maryland banks to offer a checking account with
a minimum opening balance of no more than $25, no minimum monthly balance, and a
maximum monthly fee of $3.

Both chambers have passed their versions of legislation that would establish a task force to study
credit union modernization (SB 102 and HB 96). There has been no substantive review of the
State's credit union laws since 1929.

INSURANCE

The House has passed its version of the Patients' Bill of Rights Act (HB 182). The Senate has
passed an amended SB 135 which, unlike the House bill, still retains mandated length-of-stay
provisions for 48-hour hospitalization following mastectomy or testicular cancer surgery.

A House committee has taken testimony on HB 856 to hold managed care companies liable for
decisions regarding patients' medical treatment. SB 594, which has had a Senate hearing, would
alter the definition of the practice of medicine to include the determination that a health care
service is not medically necessary or appropriate. Under this revised definition, HMO medical
directors would be subject to disciplinary review by the State Board of Physician Quality
Assurance. The companion bill, HB 243, is slated for a hearing next week.

SB 618, which has passed the Senate, would restrict the ability of health insurance carriers and
HMOs to establish or promote an alternative to 911 services or other governmental emergency
medical services systems, or to require a patient to receive prior authorization to utilize these
services.

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

Each chamber has reported to the floor its version of the ethics bill, SB 1/HB 1, to the
floor with amendments. Both bills have been amended to:

eliminate the Internet posting of financial disclosure statements;
return the deadline for filing the financial disclosure statement from February 1 to
April 30, although the proposed Senate amendment would permit a legislator to file
a preliminary disclosure if a sub-stantial change is anticipated; and
make the bill effective October 1, 1999 instead of immediately after being signed by
the Governor.

The House version, which has been given preliminary approval, has been amended to:



permit a legislator to accept a meal or beverages from an employer of a regulated
lobbyist during the interim if the employer and the place of donation are located in a
county which is in the legislator's district, as long as the person donating the food or
beverages is not an individual regulated lobbyist;
prohibit a legislator or other constitutional officer from accepting a free ticket or
admission to an event from any regulated lobbyist; and
permit the Joint Committee on Legislative Ethics to grant an exception to the
prohibition against legislators working for State or local government for any type of
job rather than for just teaching positions, certain career enhancement positions, law
enforcement positions, and fire or rescue squad positions.

Amendments to the Senate bill would:

permit a legislator to hire a relative of a legislator from another district;
clarify that an entity could provide a sit-down meal, as well as food at a reception;
provide that a conflict of interest exists if a legislator knows of another party's direct
interest in an enterprise, not if an interest could be presumed;
add merit system positions and human services positions to the types of positions in
State or local government that a legislator may hold; and
require the Joint Committee on Legislative Ethics to issue a subpoena on behalf of a
legislator if it has issued a subpoena during its investigation.

SPORTS AND GAMING

Recently introduced, HB 1190 would authorize the State Lottery Commission to allow video
lottery terminals at the Pimlico, Laurel, and Rosecroft Racetracks and at two destination resorts,
one in Western Maryland and one on the Eastern Shore. Revenues obtained from the video
lottery terminals would fund various educational programs.

STATE GOVERNMENT

Two bills, SB 170 and HB 183, to create a Department of Veterans Affairs have continued to
move through the process in amended form. Both bills have been amended to require that the
department secretary be an honorably discharged veteran, while the House has adopted an
amendment to require that the membership of the Maryland Veterans Commission include
representatives of African-American and women's veterans' organizations.

TRANSPORTATION

A measure currently under consideration would force State and local governments to address the
problems of air pollution and traffic congestion caused by motor vehicles. SB 254 would require
State and local governments to take measures that would result in a significant reduction in the
amount of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) by motorists on Maryland's roads over the next 20
years. VMT measures how much and how far a person drives his/her car. The bill would require:

the governments to set a goal of reducing VMT per capita by 10% by January 1, 2020,
based on the statewide per capita VMT level in the year 2000;
transportation plans, capital improvement projects, and project alternative selections to be
implemented or amended to reduce the State VMT per capita;
each capital improvement project, and capital highway project for which construction
begins on or after October 1, 1999, to be reviewed and evaluated for consistency with the
performance objective; and



the Maryland Department of the Environment, in cooperation with the Department of
Transportation, to adopt regulations to ensure the attainment of VMT reduction.
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