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Opening Day

The 414th session of the General Assembly of Maryland convened at noon on Wednesday, January
12, marking the official beginning of the 2000 session, the first of the four-year term.

According to rule and tradition, opening day commenced with the organization of each chamber.
Senator Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr. was reelected and sworn in for his fourteenth year as Senate
President. Senator Ida G. Ruben, confirmed to begin her first year as President Pro Tem, succeeds
Senator Norman R. Stone, Jr. who has assumed the new post of President Pro Tem Emeritus. In the
House, Delegate Casper R. Taylor, Jr. began his seventh year as Speaker. Delegate Thomas E.
Dewberry was sworn in as Speaker Pro Tem for a fourth year. In contrast to the 1999 session when
37 newly elected members took office on opening day, Delegate John L. Bohanan, Jr. (appointed to
replace former Delegate John F. Slade III) was the only new member to join the General Assembly.

Governor Parris N. Glendening and Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend attended the
opening day ceremonies in the Senate and the House of Delegates.
Issues

Among the many issues that will be considered during the 2000 session are:

Budget Surplus - resolution of the use of the State's surplus that approaches $1 billion;
Environment - support of growth in developed areas through "smart codes" for rehabilitation
projects, as separate from new construction building codes, and tools to encourage infill
development and mitigation of the use of septic systems in designated environmentally
sensitive areas;
Ethics - institution of tight restrictions or a ban on business transactions between legislators
and lobbyists;
Health - more accountability from managed care plans in Maryland, consideration of HMO
liability laws, and extension of coverage to more uninsured Marylanders;
High Technology - facilitation and support for electronic transactions and commerce including
the use of online governmental services;
Public Safety - adoption of "smart gun" user technology, reduction of the blood alcohol count
limit for driving while intoxicated from 0.10 to 0.08, and stiffening penalties for aggressive
driving;
Taxes - repeal of the State inheritance tax, possible acceleration of the phased-in personal
income tax reduction that passed in 1997, and dedication of 1 cent of the State sales tax to mass
transit needs; and
Tobacco Settlement - use of the proceeds for this year and resolution of the contested
disposition of lawyers' fees resulting from the settlement. (Over the next ten years, Maryland's
share of the tobacco funds is estimated to be more than $1.4 billion.)

Home Page

Audio of the daily Senate and House session proceedings is now available on the General Assembly
Home Page. The weekly Legislative Wrap-Up is also available on the home page.



Next Week

The General Assembly will gather in a joint session to hear Governor Glendening's State of the State
Address on Wednesday, January 19, at noon. The following week, the State of the Judiciary Address
will be delivered before a joint session by Chief Judge Robert M. Bell on Wednesday, January 26, at
noon.
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