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Agriculture

HB 327 has passed, broadening the Poultry Litter Transportation Pilot Project and matching
service created in the Water Quality Improvement Act (WQIA) of 1998 to apply to all types of
livestock manure. Other modifications expand the Nutrient Management Program statewide and
remove the $3 per acre limit in the State cost share program.

HB 1250, which would establish a pilot program to study the growth and marketing of industrial
hemp, has also passed.

Alcoholic Beverages

New tougher drunk driving measures did not pass this session. SB 568 would have reduced the
driving while intoxicated per se level from 0.10 to 0.08. SB 524/HB 1138 would have addressed
first offenses for a blood-alcohol reading of more than 0.16 with stiffer penalties and an
increased length of time of driver's license suspension. HB 994 would have allowed a court to
consider as evidence refusal to submit to a chemical test when a person was suspected of driving
under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

A measure that will help Maryland wineries promote and market their products has passed. HB
414 would establish a winery special event permit that may be issued for an event organized and
conducted by a nonprofit organization or government entity in which the sale and promotion of
alcoholic beverages is a secondary activity. The holder of the winery license would be allowed to
provide wine tasting samples or sell wine by the glass for consumption at the event, as well as
sell wine by the bottle for off-site consumption.

Budget and Fiscal Matters

The General Assembly has passed the $19.5 billion Budget bill (SB 150) after receiving a $123.2
million second supplemental budget from the Governor. The entire budget bill - including the
two supplemental budgets - was reduced by $222.5 million. Among the issues resolved were the
textbooks for nonpublic schools and the use of the tobacco settlement funds in the Cigarette
Restitution Fund. As enacted, the $6 million for textbooks for nonpublic schools will be
distributed to schools that do not charge tuition in excess of the statewide average per pupil
expenditure for the local school systems. No more than $60 per eligible student will be
distributed, except in schools with a certain percentage of low-income students where the
amount will be $90 per student.

The resolution of the use of the tobacco settlement money resulted in the requirement that the
use of a portion of the Cigarette Restitution Fund is contingent upon passage of SB 896 and HB
1425. The legislature appropriated $17.3 million from the Fund be used for the Tobacco Use
Prevention and Cessation Program and $30.8 million for the Cancer Prevention, Education,
Screening, and Treatment Program, both programs found in these bills. In addition, the General
Assembly appropriated $18.5 million of the Fund for addiction treatment services, $21.9 million



for medical assistance, and $1.5 million for the Maryland Health Care Foundation. The budget
bill prohibits use of the cigarette money for in-classroom telephones ($2 million) and for the
technology wiring of classrooms ($700,000).

The capital bond bill (SB 225) has passed the House with amendments. As amended, the bill
would authorize $427.6 million in debt for construction, planning, renovation, and acquisition of
facilities by the State. Nearly $87 million is designated for public school construction throughout
Maryland. Among the House actions was a further reduction to $17 million in the funding for the
Rural Legacy Program. The rest of the House capital bond program includes $6 million for
independent colleges and universities, $4.7 million for private hospitals, and $23.7 million for
other projects funded through separate bond bills.

SB 626, the "Truth in Taxation" bill that would require real property taxes to be based upon the
full, 100 percent assessed value of real property rather than 40 percent, as is presently the case,
has passed. Other provisions of the bill would reduce the real property tax rates so the actual
property tax bill would not increase due to the change.

Among the measures yet to be decided are:

SB 896, the Senate Cigarette Restitution Fund bill, which has passed the House with
amendments that would establish a Tobacco Use and Prevention Program and a Cancer
and Tobacco-Related Diseases Prevention, Identification, and Treatment Program within
the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. The Tobacco Use Reduction Program
would sponsor a survey to determine tobacco use in the State, establish a statewide
reduction program, and provide grants to the counties and Baltimore City for local
programs. The Cancer Program would sponsor a cancer survey, an inventory of certain
cancer programs, and make grants to certain medical institutions for cancer research,
prevention, and treatment. The bill, as amended by the House, would also establish a State
program to provide a $30 per month subsidy to a Medicare Choice Plus provider, if the
provider met certain conditions including providing prescription drug coverage. The House
version of the Cigarette Restitution Fund, HB 1425, has passed the House and is in a
Senate committee;
HB 13, which, as amended in the Senate, would repeal the inheritance tax for direct
descendants, is in conference committee. The companion, SB 1, has passed the House with
amendments that would repeal the inheritance tax in its entirety and is also in a conference
committee;
HB 170, which would exempt clothing from the sales tax for one week, has passed the
Senate with amendments setting the tax-free week to occur in August 2001. The
companion, SB 103, is in a House committee; and
HB 926, which would exempt from the sales tax tangible personal property or a taxable
service used in connection with a film production activity, has passed the Senate with
amendments. The companion, SB 192, is in a House committee.

Civil Rights

This week there was a Senate committee hearing on HB 793, to make it an unlawful employment
practice for an employer to refuse to hire or otherwise discriminate based on genetic
information. The bill also would prohibit genetic testing as a condition of hiring or determination
of benefits. Senate committee action has killed HB 225, legislation establishing a reporting
system for information on traffic stops and a policy for law enforcement agencies to prohibit
stopping motorists based on race.



Consumer Affairs

Passed legislation (SB 145) would allow the parties to a contract to agree to require the payment
of a late fee when a party fails to make timely payment. The amount of the late fee may be up to
$5 per month or up to 10 percent per month of the overdue amount, whichever is greater, and no
more than three monthly late fees may be imposed for any single payment that is past due; or the
amount of the late fee may be up to 1.5 percent per month of the payment that is past due. The
bill specifies that the amount of the late fee must be disclosed. These fees have an October, 1,
2000, effective date and an October 1, 2005, sunset date. This legislation also provides that the
bylaws of a homeowners association may provide for a late charge of $15 or one-tenth of the
total amount of any delinquent assessment or installment, whichever is greater, provided that the
charge may not be imposed more than once for the same delinquent payment. A recent Court of
Appeals decision ruled that businesses could not levy a monthly late fee of more than a half
percent, unless the legislation authorized otherwise.

Courts

Under current law, circuit courts must select jurors from voter registration lists and may also use
other sources according to a court-maintained juror selection plan. Anne Arundel, Dorchester,
Howard, Somerset, and Worcester Counties and Baltimore City use Motor Vehicle
Administration (MVA) lists to help create jury pools. HB 944 received legislative approval this
week to require circuit courts statewide to expand the sources from which prospective jurors are
selected to include persons 18 or older who have been issued a driver's license or identification
card by the MVA. The MVA would have to provide lists of such persons to the circuit courts
without cost.

The General Assembly passed HB 913, to require the State to pay the salaries and fringe benefits
of circuit court standing masters and to increase from $5 to $15 the State contribution for juror
per diem payments.

The Drug Dealer Liability Act also gained final passage this week. If signed into law, HB 178
will allow a parent, legal guardian, child, spouse, or sibling of a deceased individual whose death
was caused by that individual's use of a controlled dangerous substance to sue a person who is
convicted of knowingly and willfully manufacturing, distributing, dispensing, bringing into, or
transporting in the State a controlled dangerous substance. The companion, SB 484, has passed a
preliminary House floor vote.

HB 27, to delay the commencement of time limitations for medical malpractice claims until a
child reaches the age of 16, if the child is injured before the age of 16, failed a second reading
roll call vote on the Senate floor.

Criminal Matters and Corrections

President Clinton is expected to be present in Annapolis when the Governor signs the
Responsible Gun Safety Act of 2000 (SB 211) into law next Tuesday. The measure includes
requirements for:

external safety locks on handguns made on or before December 31, 2002, and sold by
dealers;
integrated mechanical safety devices for handguns made after December 31, 2002, and
sold by dealers with exceptions for sales to the government, military, or law enforcement
and lawful out-of-state customers;
an annual review and report on the status of "smart gun" technology by an expanded (from



three to five citizen members) Handgun Roster Board, two of whom must be mechanical
or electrical engineers;
certified safety training courses to be taken by handgun purchasers (passing a test would
not be required), with exemptions for certain persons;
provision of manufacturer-provided shell casings from new handguns by dealers to State
police when a gun is sold in the State ("ballistic fingerprints" to help identify guns used
later in crimes);
a Cease Fire Council in the State Police Department to administer grants for innovative
gun violence reduction initiatives; and
a mandatory minimum sentence of five years without parole for illegal possession of a
firearm by a person previously convicted of a crime of violence or serious drug offense.

In addition, the bill prohibits a law enforcement agency from disposing of a gun by selling it to
the public, and prohibits the purchase or possession of a gun by a person younger than 30 who
has been convicted of certain crimes as a juvenile.

Other bills granted final passage this week include:

HB 324, to expand the crime of knowingly harboring a fugitive to include harboring a
person for whom a felony arrest warrant has been issued in a jurisdiction outside the State
(the crime would remain a misdemeanor, with a maximum penalty of a $1000 fine and a
year in jail); and
SB 200/HB 278, part of the Technology 2000 initiatives advanced by the Governor,
President and Speaker, to make computer crimes that result in an aggregate loss of money,
property, or services in the amount of $10,000 or more a felony, with a maximum fine of
$10,000 and 10 years imprisonment.

The Senate amended and approved HB 180, to make it a misdemeanor to give illegal drugs to a
person without the person's knowledge and then commit a crime of violence against or sexually
abuse that person. Violators could earn a maximum penalty of a $2,500 fine and a year in jail.

The Senate passed an amended HB 417, and a House committee amended SB 430 this week.
The bills would create a new misdemeanor offense of homicide by aggressive driving,
committed when a person, in a single traffic incident, commits at least two out of a list of
specified traffic violations and causes the death of another individual as a result of the person's
driving. The maximum penalty would be a year of imprisonment, a $1,000 fine, and an
assessment of 12 points on the offender's driving record.

HB 385, that would have established a program to address discriminatory practices in the
juvenile justice system, failed its final Senate floor vote.

Economic Matters

Information technology accounts for more than one-third of the nation's economic growth and is
the most rapidly expanding part of the American economy. Estimates are that by 2006 almost
one-half of the country's workforce will be employed by either major producers or intensive
users of information technology products and services. Against this backdrop, the General
Assembly has considered numerous bills aimed at placing Maryland on the leading edge of these
industries. As the 2000 session goes into its final days, passed legislation that addresses this
subject are the:

eMaryland Initiative bills to set up a CEO Board of Advisors for e-Commerce and an
eMaryland ASP Consortium at College Park (SB 196/HB 276);
Electronic Government Initiative bills to mandate that 80 percent of State executive branch



services be available on the Internet by 2004 (SB 197/HB 274);
State Information Technology Board bill to restructure the board, first set up in 1993 and
expanded in 1999, to be more effective (HB 275); and
Circuit Courts - Business and Technology Division bill to study the feasibility of
establishing a new division to treat business and technology more efficiently and
effectively in the judicial system (HB 15).

Education

The following Senate bills passed the House and await the Governor's signature:

SB 522, to require city or county boards of trustees of public libraries to adopt and
implement procedures and policies to prevent minors from obtaining access through
county libraries via the Internet or other computer services to materials that are obscene or
deal with child pornography; and
SB 205, to increase amounts of the awards of the Maryland Teacher Scholarship Program
from $1,000 to $2,000 for a student in a two-year program and from $3,000 to $5,000 for
a student in a four-year institution. SB 205 also permits the recipient of an Educational
Excellence Award to be eligible for certain other State scholarships or awards.

Environmental Matters

HB 823, the emergency bill that would create a task force to study the environmental effects of
MTBE, a gasoline additive suspected of polluting ground water, has passed both houses. HB
395, which would restrict construction of new water intake pipes in the Potomac River, has
passed as well.

Health

Proposals recommended by the Task Force on Quality Care in Nursing Homes, as well as other
bills aimed at improving the quality of nursing home care, have passed both chambers and now
await consideration by the Governor:

SB 689/HB 634 would allow sanctions and penalties for deficiencies found in nursing
homes, with the fines to be used for quality improvement programs;
SB 690/HB 747 would require nursing homes to establish and implement a quality
assurance program by January 1, 2001, which would include a daily review of patient care
by a licensed nurse;
SB 698/HB 748 would establish an Oversight Committee on Quality of Care in Nursing
Homes to monitor the implementation of the Task Force's recommendations;
SB 688/HB 749 would require unannounced inspections of nursing homes two times per
year by the Office of Health Care Quality;
SB 794/HB 784 would seek to increase nursing staff ratios and direct care to residents by
stating that it is the intent of the General Assembly that the Governor provide additional
funds in fiscal 2002 and 2003; and
SB 764/HB 865 would require the Department of Aging to establish and submit a budget
that supports minimum staffing ratios for the Maryland Long-Term Care Ombudsman
Program in order to provide sufficient advocacy for residents of long-term care facilities.

Another nursing home bill, which would have provided a Compliance Achievement Award to
nursing homes without deficiencies during a two-year State inspection period, (SB 435) received



an unfavorable report from a House committee. HB 930, which would have increased the hourly
wage for nursing assistants in nursing homes by a minimum of $2 an hour, was withdrawn.

Bills that would increase the accessibility of dental care in underserved areas have passed in both
chambers and are awaiting the Governor's consideration:

SB 519/HB 543 would provide education loan assistance grants to dentists who agree that
30 percent of their patients treated over a three-year period will be Maryland Medical
Assistance Program recipients;
SB 691/HB 1107 would allow for licensing of retired volunteer dentists and dental
hygienists; and
HB 1169 would give a property tax credit for dental equipment used to practice dentistry
in underserved areas. (The Senate version, SB 874, had a House hearing this week.)

Other legislation receiving favorable action but not final passage this week includes:

HB 7, a House leadership initiative to integrate State child welfare and substance abuse
treatment services to provide coordinated services, efficient funding streams, improved
access, and system-wide accountability;
HB 313, to establish the Children's Environmental Health and Protection Advisory
Council;
SB 553/HB 360, to address on-the-job exposure to blood and other dangerous materials by
health care workers;
SB 802/HB 433, to establish the Governor's Wellmobile Program to provide health care
services to underserved communities;
SB 743/HB 1205, to set up the Substance Abuse Treatment Outcomes Partnership Fund -
STOP Fund - to increase grants to counties for substance abuse programs;
SB 371, to protect the confidentiality of medical records;
SB 311/HB 363, to create the Statewide Commission on the Crisis in Nursing; and
SB 712/HB 1221, to address the administering of blood tests for lead poisoning to children
in areas designated as at risk and the reporting of results.

Final approval has been given to HB 227, to require vaccination of college students for
meningitis, and HB 1184, the Oral Health Program and Prevent Oral Cancer Pilot Program.

Housing

One set of the "Smart Code" bills, SB 207/HB 284, or the Maryland Building Rehabilitation
Code, is ready for the Governor's pen. Also passing and ready for consideration is HB 548,
which would increase from $50,000 to $100,000 the amount of total claims against a contractor
required before claims would be paid proportionately from the Home Improvement Guaranty
Fund. Passing the House, SB 380, the Maryland Home Builder Registration Act, has been
amended to reflect HB 811, the Maryland Home Builders Act, which is now in a conference
committee.

HB 727, which would strengthen the Commissioner of Financial Regulation's investigative and
enforcement powers related to the activities of institutions such as banks, credit unions, and
mortgage companies, has passed. The companion bill, SB 830, has passed the House in an
amended form. Another one of the bills that resulted from the problem of "flipping", SB 872, to
provide more regulation of mortgage lenders, is pending final resolution. The companion, HB
1337, has passed and will be sent to the Governor.

Insurance



Enrolled SB 567, as passed, requires health plans and HMOs to allow members direct access to
certified nurse midwives for obstetric and gynecological care. HB 669 on the same subject is in
a conference committee. As passed, SB 295 generally prohibits managed care companies from
requiring doctors to participate on multiple provider panels as a condition of employment. The
companion, HB 559, has also passed both chambers in identical form.

Both chambers have passed amended versions of HB 5, regulating downstream risk assumption
contracts between HMOs and contracting providers. The bill is in a conference committee.

A House committee rejected several Senate initiatives, including mandated health insurance
coverage for smoking cessation products and programs (SB 518) and colon cancer screening
(SB 174). Also receiving unfavorable committee votes were a resolution to set up a study panel
to review expanding health insurance to the State's uninsured (SJ 5) and a bill that would have
placed actions of HMO medical directors under the authority of the State's licensing board for
physicians and would have made the directors subject to board disciplinary action (SB 372).

Transportation

HB 334, which would have prohibited a person from using a controlled access highway to solicit
money, donations, employment, business, or a ride from a motorist, received an unfavorable
committee report. HB 203, which passed the House but failed in a Senate committee, would
have prohibited a minor from standing in a roadway to solicit for charitable purposes.

Other companion measures, SB 244/HB 310, also passed and ready for the Governor, would
allow a credit against the State income tax for employers who provide cash in lieu of parking
fees, as well as establish a guaranteed ride home program to provide immediate transportation
for employees who become ill or have a personal emergency.

Failed in committee, SB 14 would have reduced motor vehicle registration fees to $10 a year for
senior citizens who are at least 65 years old. SB 889 and HB 1168 also will not become law, but
would have reduced registration fees under specified circumstances for drivers at least 70 years
old.

A measure to limit the number of passengers under the age of 21 to two, in a motor vehicle
driven by a provisional license holder under the age of 18, was killed in a committee (SB 152).
This bill would have also required that each occupant in the vehicle, whether in the front or back
seats, be restrained by a seat belt or child safety seat. The seat belt and child safety seat provision
is still viable in HB 127 which had a Senate committee hearing this week. HB 125, which
received an unfavorable committee report, would have instituted the same restrictions but made
allowances for more than two passengers under the age of 21, if the passengers were family
members.

HB 104, which has passed, will establish a grant program to assist law enforcement agencies in
addressing the problem of drivers who fail to stop for school vehicles. This measure will provide
$600,000 for the program from fines collected through penalties of uninsured motorists.

Utilities

Companion measures, SB 581/HB 1134, which have been given final approval, will require the
Public Service Commission to license natural gas suppliers and to adopt licensing requirements
and procedures that protect consumers.

HB 56, killed by a Senate committee, would have required the Public Service Commission to
restructure State telephone boundaries by putting more geographic areas into one metropolitan



region. The result would have been cheaper telephone bills for some State residents. Under the
measure, Baltimore and Annapolis would have been in the same area and therefore a phone call
from one region to the other would have been considered a local call.
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