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Exhibit A |,

Opening day invocation for the Maryland Senate

January 13, 2016
12:00 P.M

Minster Nicholas “Nick” Garrett B.P.M.

Heavenly Father... The call upon public servants is daunting
in this age... First I ask a special blessing on the Senate President,
and all the support staff throughout the Statehouse Complex, that
the leadership from the top down would flourish and garner

respect from all quarters.

We also ask inspiration and renewal for Marylanders. Help
us all as citizens to get excited about Government again... to
engage the needs of our communities with passion...and to
engage each other with tolerance and a spirit of self-sacrifice, and

willingness.

God bless each Senator today... Help them to keep you and
their families first; wives, husbands, partners, children, parents.
Keep them healthy, strong, and at their moral and mental best as

they weigh significant decisions. Secondly Lord, wisdom, that



special fount that only you yourself grant... let an abundance

come, and reside at each desk in this chamber.

With it God, remind us of our binds - first and foremost as
fellow human beings, then fellow Americans, then Marylanders,
and then and only then are we one small ideology over another.
Yet at the same time, our differences are important. Nowhere is
that more true than in this very chamber with its crimson carpet,
and marble walls tinged slightly yellow as a rock of ages... and
that distinct echo that reminds us of the words of the past, and

the forbears that inspired many to come here in the first place.

God let those voices inspire now... and, let this be a session
for the ages... remembered by all for the scaling of new heights...
one that story tellers and grandparents will pass on to children
saying...”we did it.” We had big challenges in our time...but we
led, we fought and debated, won and lost in committee, had
disagreements with our colleagues, and made up, and over and
again...at times we were weary and tired, but when our laws

were written we spoke as one chamber...

In your providence lord, you have set aside these forty-seven men
and women out of over three million to be your lawmakers. Be

Wlth them as they rise to the OCC&Sion. (thank you God for hearing our prayer this morning)



(/14

INVOCATION FOR THE MARYLAND STATE SENATE
Thursday, January 14,2016 — The Reverend Dr. Phebe L. McPherson

President Miller, Senator Rosapepe, Members of the Senate, Staff, and Friends,

Thank you for inviting me to offer an invocation for the new legislative year 2016: My job is to remind us of the
awesome privilege of serving one another to insure the safety and wellbeing of everyone in this beautiful and historic
State of Maryland. And, to remind us that what we do matters, and how we do it matters, not only to ourselves, but it
matters to God, who loves and guides us when we remember to ask. So, like modern musicians sampling classic work,
may each of us extrapolate the best from our spiritual traditions, mix our concerns with modern circumstances, challenge

ourselves to recreate, and accomplish a new sound made out of the old iconic themes of truth and justice with mercy.

Let as pray.
Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace.

O God, help us be a meeting ground where hope and healing can be found.
Help us to work tirelessly and courageously for the wellbeing of all people.

Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace.
O God, let us be a bridge of care connecting people everywhere.
May we build up and not tear down the people and communities in our care.

Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace.
O God, help us confront all fear and hate and lust for pow’r that separate.
Protect us from ourselves, from all wrong desires and selfish motivations.

Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace.
O God, when chasms widen, storms arise, O [Spirit of God] make us wise.
Work through us to accomplish what is best for all of us.

Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace.
O God, let our resolve, like steel, be strong, to stand with those who suffer wrong.
Keep us always mindful of those who need our protection and care the most.

Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace.
O God, let us be a table spread with gifts of love [by which we are fed.]
Make us generous with one another for all we have is on loan from you.

Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace.
O God, where all find welcome, grace attends, and enemies arise as friends.
Help us to see each other not as stumbling blocks but as partners and friends.

Diverse in culture, nation, race, we come together by your grace. Amen.

“Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race” is written by Ruth Carolyn Duck. Permission has been granted by GIA
(giamusic.com) for this use. If distribution online is anticipated other than for the minutes of this legislative session,
please contact kylec@giamusic.com.
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Invocation for the Maryland Senate

Friday, January 15, 2016 4 5[,«,0,%,’3‘}'.@41/\5

Almighty God who out of love created and sustains all people, we ask for your
continued blessings to be upon these leaders of our great State of Maryland.

Continue to bless our Governor, Larry Hogan. We give thanks for the healing of
his body from cancer. Also, continue to bless the State Senate President, Mike
Miller, and the Speaker of the House, Michael Busch. Give each of these men the
wisdom and knowledge to lead and govern. Bless all the delegates of the House
and the senators of the Senate as they come together to debate and compromise
over the best way to allocate the state’s revenues. We give you thanks for their
dedication and service to the citizens of this great State. We especially give you
thanks for Senator Karen Montgomery from District 14 and her combined thirteen
years of service to this Assembly as both a delegate and senator. During this time
she was an advocate for those with disabilities and who live at the fringes of our
society. Many in our state are reaping the benefits of her many accomplishments.
Bless her in this new chapter of her life, retirement.

As we begin today’s session, remind each senator of their responsibility to the
citizens of this state. Give them wisdom, compassion, and courage as they make
decisions that will impact the lives of many. Guide them to reach across the aisle
and work for what is in the best interest for all the people of Maryland and the
future of this State.

Thank you for hearing our prayers and receiving them unto your care. Amen.
Written by:

Rev. Dr. Sue Shorb-Sterling
Brookeville, MD (Montgomery County, District 14)



Opening Prayer at the Maryland State House
Annapolis, MD
January 18th, 2016
8:00 p.m.
Pastor Melville Moses Andradé

Almighty G-d, You have blessed America with the stature of greatness
among great nations; gathered peoples upon her shores for the purpose
of experiencing freedoms, uniquely abundant life, and to leave this
legacy for future generations to thrive on . . .

... yet, we risk betraying Your trust of stewardship over lives, and
managing the wealth equitably, for blood is shed in anger more quickly
than are tears for the exploited, the homeless, and the weak; forgive us.

Many of our leaders brandish hostility, bigotry, and angry words in the
name of “. . . making America great again . . .”; we concede greatness to
be the product of selflessly resource our citizens to fulfill their worth.

Therefore, we invoke Your Presence in This State House of Maryland, to
impress decisions that will ripple through the lives of our citizens,
building greatness one life at a time.

So, merciful G-d, I humbly commend to You these who labor in this
historic building on behalf of the citizen of the State of Maryland;
bestow unction upon cach deliberation of this August Body, and may
Your blessings never fail to encompass these United States of America.
Amen



Gracious and Holy One,

We give you thanks and praise for your many blessings to us. We thank you for the
beauty and resources of this state. We thank you for the variety of the landscape, from
the majesty of our mountains, to the fruitfulness of our fields, the magnificence of our
cities, the hospitality of our many communities and towns, the wonder of the Chesapeake,
the gift of our rivers, streams, and shores.

We praise you for the diversity of people who call this state our home, for the talents,
dedication, and abilities of the people who live in Maryland. We hold before you those
public servants gathered here who serve on behalf of the state of Maryland. We ask your
blessing upon them and ask that you would guide them as they make decisions on behalf
of our state and its citizens. May the divine light of your wisdom guide their
deliberation. May they be enabled by your powerful protection to discharge their duties
with honesty and to the best of their abilities. May they always seek to serve the common
good and others before self. May they keep in mind the most vulnerable and those most
in need among us. May the work they do bring tranquility, safety, peace and prosperity
in our state, May their dedication and service inspire all of us to offer the best that we
have to work for the greater good and the well-being of all.

Amen.

The Rev. Amy E. Richter,
Rector, St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, Annapolis, MD

January 19, 2016



Invocation before the Maryland Senate

Wednesday January 20, 2016 10:00am

Fr. Francik

We pray to you, Almighty and Eternal God! Who has revealed your glory to all nations, to
preserve the works of your mercy, that your people, spread throughout the whole world, and
throughout this whole State of Maryland, may continue with unchanging faith in the confession
of your Name.

We pray to You, O God of might, wisdom, and justice! Through you authority is rightly
administered, laws are cnacted, and judgment decreed; assist with your Holy Spirit of counsel
and fortitude the President of these United States, that his administration may be conducted in
righteousness, and be eminently useful to your people over whom he presides; by encouraging
due respect for virtue and religion; by a faithful execution of the laws in justice and mercy; and
by restraining vice, war, terrorism and immorality. Let the light of Your divine wisdom direct the
deliberations of Congress, and shine forth in all the proceedings and laws framed for cur rule and
government, so that they may preserve peace, promote national happiness, the increase of
industry, sober and useful knowledge; and may perpetuate the blessing of equality and liberty for
all.

We pray for the Governor of this State, for the members of the Senate, the General Assembly, for
all judges, and other officers who are appointed to guard our political welfare, that they may be
enabled. by Your powerful protection, to discharge the duties of their respective stations with
honesty, integrity and ability. Let the common good of all take precedence over individual and
partisan interests, so that all citizens of the State of Maryland may experience Your love and care
through their elected Senators and Representatives.

We also pray, in Your unbounded mercy, for all our brothers and sisters and fellow citizens
throughout the United States, that they may be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the
observance of your most holy law; that they may be preserved in union, and in that peace which
the world cannot give; and after enjoying the blessings of this life, be admitted to those which are
eternal.

Finally, we pray to You, O Lord of mercy, to remember the souls of the faithful departed who
have gone before us with the sign of faith and repose in the sleep of peace; the souls of our
parents, relatives, and friends; of those who, when living, were members of this Senate and
particularly those who are recently deceased; of all benefactors who, by their donations or
legacies, witnessed their zeal for the decency of divine worship and proved their claim to our
grateful and charitable remembrance. To these, O Lord, and to all that rest in death, grant, we
beseech You, a place of refreshment, light, and everlasting peace.

Amen.



Father Mike Wilson, Our Lady Star of the Sea, Solomons January 21, 2016
Joke at beginning of invocation

The people have been waiting in St. Peter's Square for the Papal blessing for hours and the Pope
hasn't shown up. They begin to yell out: "Where's the Papa? We want the Papa!".

Finally an old Msgr. comes out on the Balcony and the crowd goes wild: "Where's the Papa, we
want the Papa!"”

The Msgr. tells the crowd that he has terrible news,"the Papa...he has a heart attack!"

A gasp goes up from the crowd(gasp sound)

"Yes", the only thing that will sava the Papa is a hearta transplant!"”

The crowd goes wild: "Taka a my heart! Taka a my heart!"(Italian accent)

"I can not decide whose heart to take, but I have a feather here. I will drop the feather. Whoever
the feather lands on, we taka their heart."(Italian accent)

The Msgr. drops the feather and it comes floating down over the crowd(motion gesture of feather
floating down)

The crowd yells out, "Take a my heart"( and blows the feather away), "Take a my heart" (again,
blowing the feather away

Senator Waugh Dist 29
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Invocation before the Maryland Senate
Thursday January 21, 2016 10:00am
Lord God, creator of all life and giver of all that is good, listen to our request for your blessings
upon the work of this Body.

May you guide their proposals, their deliberations and their conclusions so that all your people
will be blessed.

Bind us in the unity of peace and consideration for one another that flow from a common
appreciation of our individual gifts, that these gifts may be used for the good of all.

May the work of the Senate reflect your concern that we work to care for the poor and
disenfranchised in our Society.

May the members of the Senate work through their differences to the benefit of all the citizens of
our State and may we always work for Justice and Respect under the Law for each person who

lives within our boundaries.

We ask these things and depend upon your guidance in a spirit of humility and responsibility to
effect the fulfillment of Your will in this day's work.

Amen

Fr. Mike Wilson
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Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt
Maryland State Senate Invocation
January 22, 2016 .-

Ribono shel Olam- Master of the World- You- the Holy One that taught us in
Deuteronomy that the teachings of righteousness, justice and kindness are “not in
heaven above, not across the sea, not far away, but very close to us, in our mouths
and in our hearts. Bless this Senate with the ability to hear the needs of the
residents of Maryland, give these lawmakers the strength to meld their hearts with
the work of their hands so that the law that flows from this body lifts up, adds
opportunity, and growth to this State and all its residents.

Ribono shel Tzedek- Master of Justice- Let this Maryland Senate be guided to care
forall of the people it represents- but let the most needy be clearly seen and served
with fairness, love and opportunity.

Ribono shel Shalom- Master of Peace- Let this Senate be inspired by your love of
Isaac and Yishmael, Jacob and Esau. May they be led with the values of patience,
persistence and courage as they work across the isle from those with whom they
don’t always see eye to eye.

Ribono shel Hesed- Master of Love- May this body have the courage, the energy, and
the conviction to make this a kinder world. May they be blessed to be Your partner
in the great task of making life better for all of the residents of Maryland. Bless them
and us all with the constant reminder that we were put on this earth to create, to
praise, to labor and to love.

Hear our prayer and help the work of our hands match the kindness in the depths of

our hearts.
Amen
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Invocation to the Maryland Senate

Monday January 25, 2016, 8:00PM, Night Session

Thank you Mr. President...Let us Pray!

Almighty God and Father...thank you tor getting everyone here safely. Please

extend that care to people’s trips home later...

Lord, tonight we ask for a time of refreshing and refocusing. We were all a bit in
awe at the size, scope, and beauty, of the snowstorm. Such things are often a
welcome distraction, where - through no fault of our own - we can’t complete our
work - and are otherwise forced to turn our attention exclusively to the acts of

nature, our homes, our loved ones, staying warm, and with our favorite foods.

It does us all good from time to time to be reminded that while the work of the
Senate is great, sometimes we are small when compared to works of yours such as

the snowstorm we just had, oh God.

Yet, now the work of the Senate must go on. We ask your blessing upon this body
and renewed focus and vigor for the Senate, its members, staff, and families.
Thank you God for keeping Maryland safe and bringing the Senate, and all of us,
back together to this hallowed chamber safely. And God’s people say, Amen!

Written by Nick Garrett, BPM Read By Senator McFadden
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Senate Opening Prayer
January 26, 2016

Rev. Dr. Tracey Davenport
Harundale Presbyterian Church

Wise and Wonderful God, :

You have called us to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you. You have
instructed us to love our neighbors as ourselves. You have called and instructed us so because
your will for all people is peace and prosperity. As this legislative body begins its work in this
New Year, guide them into these goals as well.

We ask your help for all the citizens of Maryland who are caught in cycles of crime, poverty, and
violence. Make a way for all to have the opportunity to succeed with honest work and fair pay.
We ask your protection for those who serve us as fire, police and other emergency personnel.
Keep them safe and guard them from all evil. We ask your wisdom for all in leadership at the
national, state, and local levels of government, so that seemingly impossible problems are
solved. We ask knowing that you respond to every sincere prayer, big or small.

Amen.
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Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in heaven and on earth,
mercifully hear the pleading of your people and bestow your peace on our times.
It is though your mercy that these men and women of this Senate courageously serve.

They are entrusted with particular gifts to bring order to your world. It is through their diligent
efforts to exemplify order and charity for all that we ask that you remember and reward with love
all of the sacrifices made by these men and women, both known by us and those known only to
you. They, their staff members, and their love ones are often deprived of convenience and true
personal time so that we may enjoy a right ordered society that cultivates excellence.

in the abundance of Your kindness, continue to inspire these members to strive for the docility
of heart necessary to recognize the current and future needs of your people ensuring that those
now, and generations to come, will find hope by these actions. That in the order of charity no
person be ignored or need go unnoticed.

May no member make a decision based on the desire to be esteemed, loved, extolled, honored
or praised. Grant that no member make choices based on the fear being forgotten or ridiculed,
but rest in the consolation that every decision, action, word, and effort is consistent with the
highest honor and best principles of our Republic.

May all members have the courage to pursue tne truth at all times with intellectual honesty,
authenticity, and transparency. May they have the courage to reject that which compromises
our ability to see and decide that which is best. May the goal of recognizing the nobility and
dignity of every person permeate every effort made here always remembering that we are called
to serve and not be served. And may every member enjoy a well deserved reputation through
mutual respect at every moment.

In your mercy and providence continue to bless these leaders, the people of Maryland and our
country. Protect us all physically and spirituaily as you alone know every need. May this Senate
always reflect your direction, establish peace among those of good will, and ensure protection
against those who oppose You.

Bless our Country and our families.
We ask this in Your Holy Name,

Amen

Father O'Flanagan  Wednesday January 27, 2016
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Nichols-Bethel United Methodist Church

ODENTON. MARYLAND 21113

Rev. Clark Carr CHURCH OFFICE
240-818-7761 . 1239 Murray Road
@ Clarkdcarr@verizon.net 410-674-2272

January 8, 2016

Roni Brandt Simpkins
Office of the Secretary of the Maryland Senate
410-841-3908 - office 410-310-3950 - cell

SUBIJECT: Submission of Invocation to the Maryland Senate, Thursday, January 28, 2016,
16:00am

Dear Roni,

Here’s my submission:

Gracious and Ever-living God, who knows the hearts of all humankind and
discerns each and every thought; we seek your guidance, this day, in the affairs of
government as they diligently and persistently peruse that which is fair, right and good
for the citizenry and people of the great state of Maryland.

Mold each intent, influence each thought, direct each emotion towards the
embetterment, well-being, and significance of both your creation and those you
created. Imbue within the legislative process a common goal towards unity, cohesion,
and understanding; putting aside the temptation of self-interest and personal gain. May
your everlasting values overshadow our temporal absorptions so Maryland will continue
to prosper, enjoy security, and experience the blessing of your Almighty Hand. For this
we pray to the Glory of Your Name—our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen.

Please let me know if there are any concerns with this submission.
May God’s blessings continue to be with you this New Year!

Very Respectfully,

(Lt DSns

Rev. Clark D. Carr
Pastor, Nichols-Bethel United Methodist Church
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Opening Prayer .
Maryland State Senate
January 2§, 2016
Fr. Peter Daly
St. John Vianney Catholic Church
Prince Frederick, Maryland
Let us pray.
God of wisdom, help us to know your will.
God of justice, help us to do what is right.
God of mércy, help us to be compassionate.
God of peace, help us to find common ground.
God of forgiveness, help us to be reconciled.
God of goodness, help us to be virtuous.

God of love, help us to be give of ourselves for the good of others.

May the words and action of this Senate today and always be ---
¢ guided by truth
e formed in love
e and dedicated to the common good.

May people of every religion, race, and tongue find a home among us.
May the officials of our government
be dedicated to the good of our state as a whole ---

and to the dignity of each one of us as individuals.

By your grace and guidance help us to accomplish all your will and
By your divine providence may our society enjoy your protection always.

We pray this in your eternal name.

Amen.
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Rabbi Fz"’éoj

Prayer before the Maryland Legisiature , é
Monday, February 1, 2016 F ?,l? [ 3‘0'

Aimighty God, Hear our voice! But whose voice will You hear?

Will You hear the voices of hatred and bigotry? Or will You hear the voices clamoring for truth
and justice?

Will You hear only the voices of the powerful and mighty? Or will You hear the voices of the
oppressed, the bound, and the poor?

Will You hear only the voices of the rich and satisfied? Or will You hear the voices of the
homeless and hungry?

Will You hear only the voices of the fearful? Or will You listen to the courageous voices who
acknowiedge the fear but strive to overcome it.

Almighty God, help us listen to the voices of the weak as well as the voices of the powerful.
Give us the courage to overcome fear and hatred. Help us turn away from the siren songs of
demonizing the other whether they be immigrant, refugee, Muslim, banker, or a person of color.

Almlghty God, give us all the strenth and 3 K g ive us the

a democracy. ’l

Almighty God give us the understahding that our destiny is not to hate or destroy but to praise,
labor, and love.

Almighty God, pour Your blessings upon this great State, its leaders, its judges, officers, and
officials so that they will listen to the voices of the citizenry. Help them to be devoted to the
fulfilling the needs of the vuinerable as well as the powerful.

Almighty God, may it be Your will that this great state of Maryland be a blessing to all dwell
within its boundaries. May it be Your will that we dwell in peace, friendship, and freedom.

And let us say, Amen.
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Opening Prayer for the Maryland State House

February 2, 2016

Almighty God, you have given us this good land for our heritage.
We ask you with humble hearts
that we may always prove ourselves as a people mindful of your favor
and are open to do your will.
Bless our great country of these United States of America;
bless our great state of Maryland with honorable endeavor with
sound learning and pure manners.

Save our country and state, our cities and towns from all forms of violence,
discord, and confusion

from pride and arrogance and from every evil way.
Defend our liberties and once again fashion into one united people
the multitude brought here
, out of many nations and tongues.
Endow us with the Spirit of wisdom
those to whom, in your great and gracious name,
we entrust the authority of government,
that there may be justice and peace here at home,
in our country, in our state, in our cities, in our towns and in our world
that through the obedience to your law

we may show forth your praise among the nations on earth.
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In time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness,
and in the day of trouble, do not allow our trust in you to fail.
We make this prayer O God in faith and gratitude.

Amen.
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Invocation before the Maryland Senate

February 3, 2016
Pastor Tom Wenger

Day of the state of the state address
Father, you have graciously established government as a gift to
us. You have organized Your world in such a way as to endow
these public servants with wisdom and authority to restrain evil,

uphold justice, and defend the oppressed.
Encourage these lawmakers in this most difficult task.

Please enable them to perform this crucial work with excellence.
We ask that You protect them from any influences that could

potentially lead them away into injustice.

And enable us, their constituents, to give them the honor and
respect that we owe them. And cause us to be thankful for the

freedoms and the blessings that You have bestowed on us.

We ask that You will enable us to work together with them to
make Maryland a model state, where freedom and justice prevail,

where culture can flourish, and where the citizens thrive.
We ask all this in Your name,

Amen
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Invocation Prayer
Maryland State Senate
Thursday, February 4, 2016
Pastor Todd Gaddy

The Life Church - Towson

Dear God,

We come to you this morning with humble hearts, grateful for all your blessings, and with open hands to
receive from you what we need for today.

We believe you know what we need before this prayer began, and for this we say thank you.

You God, are great, and high above the affairs of our lives, this body of public servants, and our state.
Our confidence in you is well-placed, because by faith we affirm you know all things and are working
your perfect will.

As we begin our day together, may we as leaders, representatives of our neighbors, brothers and sisters,
and people made in your image, seek to do the work of your agenda, and may what is accomplished in
this building reflect the values and priorities of your kingdom. While “sin is a disgrace to any people,”
we also believe that “Godliness makes a nation great.” Today, Lord, may our work make Maryland,
great.

Grant us today Lord, the wisdom we need to make good decisions, may we respect and honor you, our
colleagues, and our constituents with our deliberations, and please give us your direction. We need it
this morning, and we confidently ask for it.

As we seek reconciliation with those who may have wronged us, forgive us for our shortcomings, for
times we’ve missed your mark, and extend to us today another chance, by your grace, to try again.

Protect us from powers that would seek to divide and destroy. Lift us up this day to a higher place, a
place marked by justice, mercy, and hope.

Thank you for hearing us today. Thank you for guiding us. And thank you for filling our open hands with
your goodness and blessing. We don’t deserve these things, but we say thank you for your kindness.

It's for your glory, and in your name we pray these things,

Amen.

22



QMM

v/ Prayer-1

Om Bhadram Karnnebhih Shrnnuyaama Devaah |1
Bhadram Pashyema-Akssabhir-Yajatraah |2

Sthirair-Anggais-Tussttuvaamsas-Tanuubhih |3
Vyashema Devahitam Yad-Aayuh |4

Meaning:

1: Om, O Devas, May we Hear with our Ears what is Auspicious,

2: May we See with our Eyes what is Auspicious and Adorable,

3: May we be Prayerful (in Life) with Steadiness in our Bodies (and
Minds),

4: May we Offer our Lifespan allotted by the Lord (for the Service)

Svasti Na Indro Vrddha-Shravaah |5
Svasti Nah Puussaa Vishva-Vedaah |6
Svasti Nas-Taarkssyo Arisstta-Nemih |7
Svasti No Vrhaspatir-Dadhaatu | |8

Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih | |9

Meaning:

5: May Lord (of Vedas) of great Wisdom and Glory grant us Well-Being
(by bestowing wisdom),

6: May The Sun God, The Nourisher of great Knowledge grant us Well-
Being (by nourishing us and granting knowledge),

7: May Tarksya (A Mythical Bird) of great Protective Power ( a
thunderbolt to misfortunes) grant us Well-Being (by protecting us from
misfortunes),

8: May Brihaspati (The Guru of the Devas) grant us Well-Being,

9: Om, Peace, Peace, Peace.
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Prayer-2

Om Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah|1

Sarve Santu Nir-Aamayaah |2

Sarve Bhadraanni Pashyantu|3

Maa Kashcid-Duhkha-Bhaag-Bhavet |4
Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih | |5

Meaning:

1: Om, May All become Happy,

2: May All be Free from lliness.

3: May All See what is Auspicious,
4: May no one Suffer.

5: Om Peace, Peace, Peace.

Offered on February 5, 2016 at 11:00am by

Pandit Ji Vankatesha Sharma
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Prayer Before the Maryland Senate

February 8, 2016

Monsignor Robert J. Jaskot,

Pastor, Holy Family Catholic Community, Middletown, Maryland

Let us pray.

Lord, we ask Your blessing on these men and women
who have been elected to serve your people.

Fill them with wisdom and insight
to provide just legislation
for the people of the great State of Maryland.

Help them to work for the good of all
while respecting the dignity of each person,
especially those with no voice to speak for them.

Help them, and all of us,
to live the ideals of freedom and democracy
to look beyond our own mterests
and strive for the good of the other.
Put an end to all hatred, division, and prejudice
that we can all work together as sisters and brothers
reaching out especially to the poor and the marginalized
to build a home of justice and peace for all.

We ask this in Your holy Name. Amen.
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Invocation before the Maryland Senate
February 9, 2016
Read by Senator Salling — District 6
I invite you to pray.

1Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor

standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

2But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night.

3And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever

he doeth shall prosper.

Lord, help each of us in the Senate and the members of our staff
to be like trees planted by rivers of water. Each of us are called to
bare fruit where we are planted, from the most lowly to the most
powerful. We each have the best of intentions Lord, help our
actions to match our intentions for the betterment of the State of

Maryland Lord.
And God's people all say...Amen

Scripture from the first Psalm...
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Rabbi Adam Raskin [nvocation February 10, 2016

"Thank you President Miller; thank you to my dear friend and congregant Senator Cheryl C.
Kagan; [ want to extend special greetings to my home-district-15 Senator Brian Feldman, and to
my long-lost but as yet uncorroborated cousin Senator Jamie Raskin! 1 also offer prayers for the
complete recovery of Senator Joanne Benson, for Senator Ed Degrange's son, and for anyone
else dear to us who is in need of healing at this time.

it must be a tribute to the history of religious tolerance in the State of Maryland that on the
morning of Ash Wednesday, the invocation is being given by a rabbi! I might add that it was
none other than Thomas Kennedy of Hagerstown, an Irish Catholic member of the House of
Delegates and later the Senate who worked for years to accomplish the passage of a bill in 1826
allowing Jews and other religious minorities in Maryland to serve in public office in our state for
the first time. Kennedy's singular focus on this issue caused him to lose his seat-he was voted
out of office in 1823 and was attacked and reviled on account of his principled stand for religious
tolerance. Thankfully he was re-elected just in time to see his efforts become law. Standing in
this august chamber today--a rabbi on Ash Wednesday morning--1 pay homage to the legacy of
Thomas Kennedy.

Sovereign of the Universe, Who grants us strength and wisdom, may the members of this
Maryland Senate be imbued with the courage of their predecessor, Thomas Kennedy. May they
be inspired to stand for justice on behalf of all of Maryland's citizens; may their highest
principles never be undermined for personal gain or selfish motives; may they be willing to
undertake great sacrifice, as Thomas Kennedy was, for the welfare of our state and every one of
its citizens...particularly those on the margins of public life: the poor, the young, the sick and
vulnerable, the elderly, religious, racial, and ethnic minorities; for all those underrepresented in
our political system.

Lord our God, we pray that our elected representatives elevate partnership over partisanship,
progress over personal agendas. May this 2016 Session and the legislative work of this very day
make the great State of Maryland more prosperous, more hospitable, and more compassionate
than ever before. With hearts full of gratitude and hope for this new day, we all say together:
Amen."
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revesenol G req S"'L)’r'

February 11, 2016
A prayer remembering God’s grace:
Our Gracious God,

Thank you this morning for your amazing GRACE in our lives. The grace of the gift of life and
breath and health and family. Your grace is infinite and eternal. Your unmerited favor and
goodness is without limits. It is by your grace that we hold this office. Your grace grants us
wisdom, strength, and perseverance. Your grace is sustaining us.

Our gracious Lord, you are aware of our every need. You tell us to come boldly before the
throne of grace to receive grace and mercy to help in time of need. So now we bring our needs
before you. For our family and loved ones, those struggling relationally, directionally,
financially, pour out your grace on them. For the multiplicity of stewardships that each of us
have: leadership, family, vocational, financial — pour out your grace on us.

Grace is your unmerited, undeserved, unearned favor. Grace is gift. You tell us to stand firm in
grace, to walk in grace, to live in grace, to be strong in grace. So this morning we pause to
experience yet again the joy of your grace. We say, “Thank you. Thank you for grace.”

We are mindful of St. Paul’s words, “By the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace did not
prove vain toward me, but | labored more than all the rest; but not |, but the grace of God in
me.” (1 Corinthians 15:10)

This day help us to labor for you out of your grace.

Amen
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Pastor Vic Harner

Invocation before the Maryland Senate

Friday February 12, 2016

Creator»and Sustainer of us all, as the 2016 legislative session gathers to
make decisions for the State of Maryland we ask the you will provide
wisdom and guidance to our leaders. So that they may use their best
skills and judgment, as they consider the advantage and disadvantages

-of each issue that comes before them

May you sustain them and their families during the coming weeks both
here in the Legislative Session and at home so that they might be able

to bring the best of themselves to the difficult duty of governance.

May their personal faith give them strength to always act in the best

interest of our state and their fellow citizens.
Bless and Guide them in all that they do.

Amen

Pastor Victor E Harner Perry Hall United Methodist Church 9515 Bel Air Rd Baltimore Md 21236
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Dr. Sohn O'Bcion. Feb 167~ Linddn Day

Let us be still and know our God.

Creator and Almighty Father, You tested our still young country with a terrible civil war. Our nation and
our state were sorely divided. We thank you for raising up your instrument for our guidance through
that fiery trial, your servant Abraham Lincoln. To gird his wisdom of your mysterious providence, vou
gave him your minister, Rev. Dr. Phineas Gurley at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Washington. You led Mr. Lincoln on his first Sunday as president, to Dr. Gurley’s preaching. From that
early day, the two prayed together for Ft. Sumter, Bull Run and during many of the great battles of the
war. In friendship, the president delighted in helping with the wedding of the pastor's daughter to a
young soldier He often sought the pastor’s advice; as for suitable chaplains to bring Your word to the
troops in the field and hospital care for the wounded.

Dr. Gurley consoled Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln on the death of their young son Willie. To heal the president’s
personal grief, Gurley brought him to a higher understanding of the power of Your words to speak to an
anguished nation and to describe Your purpose for the war, that we should live up to the full purpose of
our creed and rejoice in a new birth of freedom. it was with his pastor that Linceln began to refertoa
deeper, personal relationship with his Creator. He accepted that You, God are governor over all nations,
and that God is in history and through Your providence, always guiding affairs in the world. Dr. Gurley
encouraged Mr. Lincoin to use his knowledge of the Bible to speak as the prophets of old with language
that transcended simple argument to share a vision for God’s purpose for the country after terrible war.

With the preasident’s death, it fell to the pastcr to begin to shape the legacy of the mythic Lincoln.
Gurley spoke over Lincoln’s coffin, declaring that this was the instrument of God, who; “raised him up
for a great and glorious mission, furnished him for the work, and aided him in its accomplishment.

“I know what | speak,” Dr. Gurley said at the White House funeral service, “after being near him steadily,
and with him cften, for more than four years; we admired his childlike simplicity, his freedom from guile
and deceit, his staunch and steriing integrity, his kind and forgiving temper, his readiness to hear and
consider the cause of the poor and humble, the suffering and the oppressed; his wonderful skill in
reconciling differences among the friends of the Union; he knew ng distinction of color or race, but
regarded all men as brethren...”

Gurley concluded that, all this earned Mr. Lincoln “the admiration of the world, and stamped upon his
character and life the unmistakable impress of greatness. But more sublime than any or ail of these,
more holy and influential, more beautiful and strong, was his abiding confidence in God and in the
triumph of truth and righteousness...”

Under Your spirit, Aimighty God, Mr. Lincoln did forbear casting blame or attributing virtue to either side
in the conflict. We honor you all the more for his prayer, that we shoulid then and always show, “Malice
toward none and Charity for all. That we strive to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphans, and to do all which may achieve and
cherish a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.

We ask you, God, to bless the memory of Abraham Lincein and his spiritual advisor Phineas Gurley; biess
this Senate and the State of Maryland, and God bless the United States of America. Amen.
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bastor Brton Gorick,  Feb 1§ 3016

Almighty God, we come before you today with humble hearts. We
know that every task set before this body is important. We also know
how prone to errcr we can all be. So today we ask that your sovereign
hand will lead this body towards wisdom.

As our creator and the sustainer of all things we ask that you once
again provide the physical and mental strength that each of the
members of this body needs in order to complete the tasks set before
them today.

We are also reminded today, Almighty God, that you are a God of
peace. Based upon that truth we ask that you would visit this place
with your peace today. We ask that you would fill each person with an
attitude of peace. We also humbly ask that even in disagreement
there would be a spirit peace. We ask that peace and goodwill will fill
this chamber today.

We are also confident today that you are not a God of confusion. You
are a God of order. Based upon this truth we ask that you would guard
this chamber from confusion and that every word and action in this
place would be conducted in good order.

Once again we ask that you wouid allow goodwill to replace ill-will. We
ask that peace would replace hostility. We ask that wisdom would
replace ignorance and strength would repiace weakness.

Almighty God, because of our confidence that you are willing and able
to answer our prayer this morning, we commit all of these request into
your powerful hand and we ask that you will bless and protect this
proceeding today. Amen
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 Kihad Wikwro J17
Let us pray: "

Creator God, we thank you for this new day.

Relying on your bountiful mercy, may we use our
time together to listen well, to exercise compassion,
to use our power to reason and to lean on your
spirit in all we do. Help us to carry your blessing
yvith()s this day as we relate to one another,
whether we be staff of this great body, its elected
members or citizens coming to present their
petitions. Finally, God, as we begin‘ today’s session,
we ask that you would so guide our thoughts and
our actions that our discussion and action might

bring glory to your name.
Give us your wisdom, we pray.

Amen
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Maryland Senate Prayer, 18 Feb 2016, P. Robert White, Christ Episcopal Church,
Cambridge, Md.

Many Protestant churches remember on this day Martin Luther (Martin of Erfurt on
the official Episcopalian calendar) renewer of church and society, who died on
February 18, 1546. The lives and works of the reformers of the 16% century
reshaped not only the churches, but the political and social structures of Europe -
through their efforts literacy, public education, religious and social freedoms were
established and spread throughout the world. Their willingness to question and to
see new ways of living was part of the great time of exploration that led to the
settlement of North America. Even in this august setting it is appropriate to
remember Luther and others of his era who shaped the modern world in which we
live.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, giver of grace and mercy, you have placed all humankind on this
earth to care for your creation. We thank you for all those who have gone before us
seeking news ways to govern, to care for the earth, to educate our children, to care
for our aged, and serve those in any need.

Through them and through your word, you have challenged us in our common
humanity to care for creation and for each other, challenged us to work toward a
common good so that all my know your goodness, your peace, and your grace.

We ask your particular blessing and guidance for all who serve in public office
throughout this and in all lands that they may indeed seek good for all.

We pray especially for Larry, our governor, and for all those elected and appointed
to leadership in this great state of Maryland and especially for the Senators here
assembled as they make decisions that effect the lives of all who live in this state.

Finally, in words from the Book of Common Prayer,

0 God, fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and who law is truth: We beseech you
so to guide and bless the Legislature of this State of Maryland, that they may enact
such laws as shall please you, to the glory of your name of the welfare of this people.

Amen
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Invocation before the Senate
Friday February 19, 2016

Pastor Rick Wilson

Creator and giver of life, and in the words of Isaac Watts, “Oh
God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,”

- Once again, we come together in this hallowed chamber and seek
true wisdom and guidance for governance in these trying days.

As grateful as we are for the service rendered by these legislators,
we must still come to acknowledge our desperate need for help,
your help, in these turbulent times.

Our society is rife with division. Our communities are racked with
violence. Our citizenry is reeling with hardship and suffering. We
look to our leadership to enact serious and significant policy to
steer us out and away from the storms, yet so long as in-fighting
and personal endeavors abound, our course will never be
straight. In this moment, we beseech you, Almighty God, to
intervene, to cause us to be united by our common interest in the
people of this great state. | pray that each senator under the
sound of my voice, put aside the shallowness of selfishness and
the pettiness of party politics and truly get down to the business
of thoughtfully and effectively working together, bringing about
recognition for true leadership, fespect for those who defend and
protect us, regard for those less fortunate, and responsibility
from each and every resident of the state of Maryland’ And now
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we ask of you, oh God, in the words of George Washington, that
you “would most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do
justice, to love mercy, and tc demean ourselves with that charity,
humility, and pacific temper of mind, which were the
characteristics of the Divine” and that He, most preeminently,
would hear our prayer. Amen.
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Father Chris LaBarge, 1% invocation for Feb 22, 2016 1905 Senate Chamber

Let the light of divine wisdom direct the deliberations of this senate, and shine forth in all the proceedings and laws
framed for our rule and government, so that they may tend to the preservation of peace, the promotion of national
happiness, the increase of industry, sobriety, and useful knowledge; and may perpetuate to us the blessing of equal
liberty.

We pray for the governor of this state , for the members of the assembly, for all judges, magistrates, and other
officers who are appointed to guard our political welfare, that they may be enabled, by your powerful protection, to
discharge the duties of their respective stations with honesty and ability.

We recommend likewise, to your unbounded mercy, all our fellow citizens throughout the United States, that they
may be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the observance of your most holy law; that they may be preserved
in union, and in that peace which the world cannot give; and after enjoying the blessings of this life, be admitted to
those which are eternal.

Amen

36



Invocation before the Maryland State Senate

February 22, 2016

Father Chris Labarge
Senator Mathias — dist 38

We gather this evening on the 284t anniversary of the birth of George
Washington. As he stepped down from his role as leader of the
Continental Army, he wrote a circular letter June 14t, 1783 to all 13
Governors.

“I now make 1t my earnest prayer that God would have you, and the State over
which you preside, in his holy protection; that he would incline the hearts of the
citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government, to
entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another, for their fellow-citizens of
the United States at large, and particularly for brethren who have served in the
field; and finally that he would most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do
justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and
pacific temper of mind, which were the characteristics of the Divine Author of our
blessed religion, and without an humble imitation of whose example in these

things, we can never hope to be a happy nation.”
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And so let us all commit ourselves, 233 years later, that the Divine Author
imbue us with Charity, Humility, and a Pacific temper of mind so that we
may do justice, to love mercy and to be a happy state and a happy

nation. Amenl
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MARYLAND SENATE INVOCATION FOR FEB. 23, 2016
The Rev. David Michaud, Rector, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Salisbury

Almighty God, we give you thanks for the many blessings you have
bestowed and continue to bestow upon the people and places of the
Great State of Maryland. From the Atlantic Beaches, woodlands,
towns, farms and coastline of the Eastern Shore, to the great cities and
towns, and mountains and valleys to the west, we are a people blessed
with abundance and opportunity. For the bounty of our lands, rivers,
lakes and our majestic Chesapeake Bay, we give you praise. For our
people — for their resourcefulness, industriousness and brilliance, we
give you praise. And for the opportunities given to us to accomplish
great things this day, we give you praise.

Here in this building, in this chamber, the elected servants of this state
confront difficult problems. Hard decisions must be made. The welfare
of our people and the future of our state will be determined. May this
be a place of respect for one another, may a spirit of cooperation and
willingness to listen and understand one another spread throughout
this chamber, committee rooms, meeting rooms and offices, may the
needs of the distressed and less fortunate never be forgotten, and may
the exercise of power be done with fairness and mercy.

Almighty God, we ask you to give the members of this chamber the gift
of your wisdom, the patience of listening hearts, the strength to seek
out and to speak the truth, and the courage to make decisions that
please you, even and especially when it may be difficult to do so.
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Bless this House, bless every Senator as they strive to serve the people
and the state of Maryland, bless the staff and those who work here and
those who are visiting today. Bless each and every Marylander on this
day in their daily life and work. May your countenance continue to
smile upon this state, and upon the United States of America this day
and every day. Amen.
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| Im‘/’ocatio-n for February 24, 2016:

Almighty God,‘ thank you for the men and women you have called to this
place. As they begin the work of this day build them up and make them
worthy of the trust of others and responsibility of leadership. Protect them

from weariness and cynicism. Delight them with the diversity of

perspective and variety of gifts they bring and unite them to work together
well for the sake of your people. Guide them as they carry out their
responsibilities for the common good. Give your wisdom and pour out
your blessings in this room, across our state, and our nation. Grant to all of
your people what we need that all of our actions and decisions today
would be a blessing to others and honor to you. Hear us as we pray. Amen.

Pastor Kristi Kunkel

41



MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OPENING OF SENATE SESSION INVOCATION
FEBRUARY 25, 2016

Good and gracious God, hear us as we pause in the midst of all
that fills our minds this day, to seek your guidance and

inspiration.

You have entrusted us with the great responsibility of
_ promoting and protecting the common good of our sisters and
brothers with genuine care and compassionate concern for the

well-being of all.

This day, as always, it is you to whom we look for strength and
grace; for clarity of vision and for wisdom; confident that your
great love is attentive to all of our many needs, including those

which have a place in the silence of our hearts.

With gratitude for all of the bléssings which are ours, we
commend our work and dedicate our service today. In your

holy name, we pray. Amen

Rev. Msgr. J. Bruce Jarboe
Saint Ann Catholic Church
1525 Oak Hill Avenue
Hagerstown, Maryland 21742
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February 26, 2016 Reverend Fuhrman

Heavenly Father, you are the source of all life and love. You care for all
people, and pour out compassion and kindness to a wounded and
needy world. As we gather here this morning to do the work on behalf
of a particular part of your Creation known as the State of Maryland,
we ask your blessing to be with the men and women of this chamber,
and the people that they represent.

You have blessed us with many gifts both physical and spiritual. And
we ask in your mercy for guidance and strength in using those gifts in
justice and out of concern for those around us. May we all endeavor to
be mirrors of your grace and love, and may we be able to put aside
division and ego for the well-being of the other.

May your blessed hand be upon us all this day. In Your Most Holy
Name we pray. AMEN
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Invocation - Maryland State Senate
Monday February 29" 2016
Rabbi Brahm Weinberg

Please join me in prayer.
Merciful Father in Heaven:

As a new session of the senate begins tonight in this respected chamber, we thank You for the
many blessings you have bestowed upon us and for the privilege of living in this great state, and
in this great nation which values freedom and democracy.

Strengthen us so that we may use the gift of freedom to honor and enhance the freedom of
others and fulfill the Divine imperative of social responsibility that you endowed us with as
human beings.

Almighty God, you have charged us with the sacred responsibility of continuing to improve this
world that you entrusted to us. Empower us, the citizens of Maryland, to join with these
Senators of Maryland and with You, to be loyal partners in that hallowed task. Bless us with
astonishing resilience to be the agents of hope — a hope that there is always more we can do to
perfect this world and preserve human dignity.

Please grant these representatives of the people of Maryland with the courage and tenacity to act
with justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with you.

Provide these fine, hard-working men and women with the patience and perspective necessary to
face the many challenges that come their way so that they may continue to develop a fruitful,
just, and fair society built upon the values of life and liberty that we hold so dear.

God, help these senators to be filled with renewed dedication to the mission of bringing to the
fore all of the extraordinary promise that lies within this state.

May it be your will.

And let us say: Amen.
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Rabbi Shmuel Silber
Invocation, Maryland Senate
March 1, 2016

| want to thank, President Miller, Senator Brochin and the members of the Senate
for inviting me here today. It is a true honor to open this morning’s proceedings.

Almighty God,
We pray that you grant Your wisdom to the men and women in the leadership of

our great State as they work to care for our great State and its citizens and to
advance the causes of goodness, human decency and equality for all.

In these difficult and challenging times for our State, our nation, and the world,
grant them the capacity to follow in your footsteps, O Lord, to bring happiness, joy
and contentment to our citizens who turn to them for help and assistance.

Almighty God, give the special men and women of this chamber the courage to
stand up for truth, the strength to stand up to evil and the belief in themselves to

always do what is right-+r-Yeour-eyes.

May Your blessings be showered upon them and may all their efforts meet with
success.

And Let us say, Amen.
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Pastor Steve Hall Senate Prayer
March 2, 2016

Dear Creator,

You created this world to be perfect - to exist in perfect harmony with you, nature,
and each other. Itis not as you created it to be - indeed far from it. Therefore, |
stand here today with these partners, committed to doing our best to make this
world you created more like you originally intended it to be. Please anoint me, and
these fellow colleagues with the competence and character to negotiate a context for
living, with-in the sphere of our influence that brings increasing unity between our
selves and nature, our selves and each other, and ultimately our selves and you.

Furthermore, create through us a more robust synergy between church and state.
In much the same way State circle and Church circle stand side by side, having open
avenues of exchange for the healthy flow of commerce and conveyance - may State
and Church maintain open avenues of exchange for the healthy flow of character
and community that we so very much need in our complex time. Truly together we
stand...divided we fall.

Today, as an ultimate confession, we trust creation and creatures, to you as Creator.
Not to the neglect of our duty, but with recognition that at the end of all things, it
will all come down to your will being done. In the mean time bless us with due
diligence in working for your will being done on Earth, as it is in Heaven.

Amen
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Invocation before the Maryland Senate

March 3, 2016

Senator Andrew Serafini

Thank you Mr. President

Before we pray, just a couple things to think about. I’'m a replacement. I’m not in the clergy or
anything like that. I want you to remember it was Cal Rypkin that filled in for somebody and it
was 2,100 hundred games after that. I’m not planning to do that. No fear. Keep in mind a
prophet has no honor in his home Country.

You all know me, I stand before you a flawed individual, I’'m not perfect by any means. l am a
mess of a mess, but my wife loves me, and my God loves me despite all that, and he would do
the same for you, and I think that’s something for us to remember.

One thing real quick here, we have a presidential election a lot of people are thinking about. I
want to say something to you. Number 1-God is no respecter of people or party, he is neither
Democrat or Republican, Man looks on the outside, God looks on the heart. No one is their A
position, including you except that he allowed it. Now! We know from that relationship with the
Israelites, that they wanted a king and he gave them one. It didn’t always work out so well.

There are two kinds of people in this world, there are those that say to God, “God, thy Will be
done” and sometimes he says to us, “thy Will be done.” We should be careful what we ask for.

Let us Pray,

Lord thank you for this day. Thank you for your mercy and graciousness. Lord bless these
amazing people that sit before us. Lord as we look up in the Gallery and we see these young
people. This is why we are here. We are here by your goodness and your leading in our lives
that we might create a better environment, a better opportunity for them.

That we would seek righteousness but we would do it with compassion and love. Help us to
truly be servants to all those in the State. Thank you for President Miller and the leadership of
this State, and the amazing honor to serve you here. Help us to remember, because God we
know you oppose the proud. Help us most humbly to serve you and the people of this state. We
pray for this in your name,

Amen

47



Invocation before the Senate

March 4, 2016
Father Vincent Cushing O.F.M.

God of all peoples, races, and faiths, we give you thanks as this week draws to a close. We ask
your blessing on our efforts. We ask your guidance to bring them to effective completion, and
your wisdom in implementing policies and laws that we believe will serve well the citizens of

this great state.

Lastly we pray for the people of Maryland who have chosen the members of this assembly as
their Senators and ask that they be worthy of the people’s trust as the serve them in justice and

charity.

Amen
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Prayer for Maryland Legislature
8:00 p.m.
March 7, 2016

As we prepare for this evening session, strengthen us on our journey. For
this is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on. So here we
are again ready to work. Creator God as we begin this legislative session,
we pray that we might listen to each other, and put personal agendas aside.
May we never forget that we are here to represent the people of our
community in the great state of Maryland.

We pray for the world in which we live. We lift up the leaders of our nation
that strive for peace and justice in our time. We know that we have many
means of communication in the world but fall short when it comes to hearing
one another. Open our minds and hearts that we might truly work together
for what is right, and what is good. Guide us to do the work that needs to be
done. Keep us from being indifferent to you and each other.

May the true spirit of cooperation be at the center of all that takes place this
day. May we always remember that love is more powerful than hate. May
we always remember that we are one nation under your guidance with
liberty and justice for all.

So let us go to work to bring about a better day for our state, our nation, and
the world. In honor of the past, may we find joy in listening and working
together in the present and continue to hope for things to come. So may it
ever be. Amen.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Ken Valentine

revksv(@yahoo.com
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Invocation
Maryland State Senate
March 8, 2016

Good and gracious God,

the all-powerful source of life and goodness,
wisdom and holiness, justice and mercy,
you call us to make our way

through this life with you

and challenge us to walk arm and arm with each other.

As we confront the human condition of society

you bless us with our minds and hearts

to work together for the common good and justice for all.
We are bonded together by our desire to build

a better state, better counties, better communities,

and better neighborhoods.

We thank you today, Almighty God,

for the opportunity to serve the people of our State.
Help us to act with character and conviction.

Help us to listen with understanding and good will.
Help us to speak with charity and restraint.

Give us a spirit of service.

Guide us to be the leaders your people need.
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Help us to see the dignity of those who disagree with us,
and to treat all persons, no matter how weak or poor,

with the reverence your creation deserves.

In your loving goodness, Almighty God,

bless this gathering of legislators, the members of the Maryland
State Senate,

so that in all their deliberations and discussions,

they will always be inspired by the vision

of your loving kindness and saving grace.

May they be a light shining in the darkness.

As work is conducted here today and throughout this year,
may it bear fruit that continues

to nurture all of the members here present

and their dreams for a better life.

May the good work of this assembly

also bear fruit in the lives of all the citizens

of this great State of Maryland.

All of this we ask in your most holy name.  Amen.
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Invocation for the Senate
March 9, 2016

Pastor Dante Hickman
Lord God we thank you for the abundance of your grace and mercy that continues to sustain us. We
acknowledge that you are God and that you are greater than our highest ideas and imaginations. We
thank you for blessing us with not only life, health and strength, but also for giving us the motivation,
mental acuity and mobility to fulfill your purposes for our lives. As we come hefore your presence today
we ask for your divine blessing over this deliberating body of legislators. We ask that your presence
would permeate not only this session, but also every committee meeting and conference that influences
the process of justice, equality and fairness. Please keep them conscientious of and committed to
having meaningful debates and making significant decisions to positively impact, provide for and protect
the citizens and communities of our great state. And as they use their entrusted authority and ability to
create opportunities for others, | pray that you would bless them individually and collectively beyond
their capacity to comprehend and contain. Thank you God for always hearing us and helping us. Now

have your way and bless everyone here | pray. Amen!
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- Invocation before the Senate

March 10, 2016

The Venerable Carl Walter Wright

“Almighty and merciful God we thank you for bringing us in
safety to this new day, and all the possibilities it brings.

We thank you for our great nation and the opportunity to serve.
And we thank you for the State of Maryland, which has shone
brightly as a beacon for freedom lo these 382 years.

You have preserved us, in good times and in bad, and made us a
land of good and pleasant living.

Now we invoke your presence and benediction on this
Senate. Lord, bless them and keep them as they

do the will of the people. May all that is said done this session be
in strict accordance with your Will. And may the

work we do and the words we say bring you honor and glory, now

and for ever. Amen."

The Venerable Carl Walter Wright

Archdeacon for Deployment and Pastoral Care, Episcopal Diocese of Maryland
Ch, Lt Col, USAF (Ret)

Rector, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

7859 Tick Neck Road

Pasadena, MD 21122
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INVOCATION BEFORE THE MD STATE SENATE
March 11, 2016

Before we pray together... let’s acknowledge Women’s History Month

Maryland's first woman legislator, Mary Eliza Watters Risteau, from
Harford County. She was elected to the House in 1921 and the Senate
in 1935, where she was chairman of the Agriculture Committee.
Senator Risteau was the first woman to preside over both chambers of
the Maryland General Assembly.

Elected much more recently, let’s also honor another woman legislator.
She is dedicated, outspoken, and passionate about Maryland’s children.
She served in the House from 1991 to 2011 and is in her 2" term in the
State Senate. Permission to use a Senator’s name?

Happy Birthday Senator Benson!! Senator from 24th LD

% 3% %k %k %k k %k %
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Now, let us pray together:

We have 32 days to go!!

I was a founding Board member of Faith & Politics Institute.
Some saw it as an internal contradiction.

In these final weeks before Sine Die, we are all pulled by important and
competing forces.

Our colleagues, our committee chairs, our Senate President, our
political party, our constituents, our staff, our friends and our family are
all vying for our allegiance, our time, and our support.

Each of these stakeholders have a right to parts of our hearts and
minds.

But, as we approach some of the most contentious legislation, let us
place our prime focus on our personal and spiritual values. Whatever
our party, ideology, gender, or geography, it is our faith and
commitment to helping our State that should guide us. Let us each
pledge to work across party lines, across jurisdictional lines, across
gender, racial, or ethnic lines to pick the right battles and cast the best
votes.

And let us all say: AMEN!
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Opening Prayer

Monday, March 14, 2016 - 8 PM

Fr. James R. Day - DeMatha Catholic High School, Hyattsville, MD

Let us bow our heads in prayer........ ..God, our loving creator, we are
grateful for this gathering tonight of elected leaders who pause to
reflect on the great responsibility given to them. We ask for your holy
guidance, so that the words exchanged in this building will be life-giving
and loving; the decisions reached here will be liberating and fair, and
the atmosphere throughout discussions will reflect the belief that your
light of wisdom shines in all of us. Thank you for your gifts in the lives
and hearts of all of us here tonight. May we always remember the
courage it takes to love strongly, walk humbly and act for the good of
every person. Daily we rely on your grace and your love, because you
are our God, and we are your people, forever and ever. Amen.
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SENATE PRAYER, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND,

MARCH 15, 2016

Let us join in prayer. We pray
Not to an object of our minds,
But to a Spirit worthy of our aspiration,
Not to that which is centered in ourselves,
But to One who knows no circumferencé,
Praying that the good within us seek the Good beyond us,
And the wisdom within us desire the Wisdom beyond us,
To the end that this legislative body be insvpired to serve
The greatest good for the citizens of this state,
That the deliberations and decisions of this Senate
Follow the way of righteousness and the pathway of justice,
That compassion be shown to the less fortunate, and
That the beauty and health of our state be preserved for
present and future generations.

Amen.

Reverend, Dr. Isam Ballenger
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MARYLAND SENATE SESSION PRAYER

- by Rev. Benjamin B. Uybengkee, Jr.
(Pastor of River Of Life International Christian Fellowship in White Marsh, Md)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016 10am, Maryland State House, Annapolis, Maryland

ALMIGHTY GOD AND LOVING FATHER OF ALL, we invoke your holy
presence this day and ask you once again to be present in the hearts and
minds in each of our distinguished and honorable senators, their families
and loved ones.

We invoke your divine blessings for all the valuable persons that work
with our Senators, their staff, volunteers and trainees. We thank you for
providing for us our needs for this day including the blessing of asking
from you the wisdom required, a mature understanding and warm
compassion towards the very people that you have privileged us to serve -
the wonderful residents and workers in the State of Maryland.

Surely, Lord, You have a dream and a vision to make this State, a place
where every Marylander can live peacefully and where families can thrive
happily. Reveal to us, Lord, to co-labour with you and with our co-
legislators to make this dream a reality by passing and approving State
Laws that will not only serve our constituents but also bring glory to

you. Let Your Kingdom come and will be done.

In our capacity as elected or appointed legislators, we seek your help
today, Lord, to relate to all those around us with honor, respect and with a
sense of dignity that it is you, O God, who is the supreme being that
ordains authorities on earth.

As we continue with these sessions, Lord, may we always be fully aware
that apart from you, we can do nothing. We express our love and devotion
to you by offering to you, the best we can give and serve others.
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As a gesture of our humility and gratitude for one another, may we shake
the hand of the person beside us and offer him or her your professional
Maryland Senate smile... (give time for all to greet each other) we pray all
these in the name of the Almighty God. Amen. =~ Have a blessed day,
everyone!

59



Qevarod Densts Kim
3/17//6

'~ Words of Prayer

Dear God, thank you for your presence in this place.
Today, we want to seek your face and ask your blessing for the leaders of thxs

country. or afor Kagkin,
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Lord, bless theehairman, all senators, and everyone present in this place so that
they can serve this country faithfully. Bless their families with health and peace.
Guide them to follow in your footsteps so that they may serve the people with
humility. Unite the people of this great nation so that we can support our leaders
and move forward to a future with peace, hope, and justice for all.

Dear God, | pray for your blessings for our senators and all leaders.

Equip them with vision-- so that they may lead this nation to a brighter future.
Give them discernment --so that they may know what is right in your sight.
Provide them all resources —so that they may serve the country effectively.

Grant them wisdom-- so that they may lead this nation to the right path.

Endow them with fortitude—so that they may pursue justice.

Fill their days with joy-- so that they may wake up ev<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>