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The Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners supports House Bill 186 and praises the
sponsor for attempting to find innovative ways to attract teachers to some of the most
challenging schools in the State.

Pursuant to the legislation, individuals that have taught in Maryland for at least two years in a
school that has Title | status during the 2018-2019 school year, or lost Title | status after the
2018-2019 school year and participates in the Community Eligibility Provision Program (CEP) is
eligible for the loan assistance repayment program. The changes sought could potentially make
Baltimore City Public Schools a much more attractive place to teach.

Currently, the Baltimore City Public School System (all schools) participate in the CEP program.
During the 2018-2019 school year, City Schools had 119 Title I schools. And, as the sponsor
understands, there is a teacher shortage in critical subject areas, but also a difficulty in
attracting and maintaining teachers, particularly in those schools that may be more challenging.

The school board has included in its legislative platform to support any legislation that would
find funding for innovative ways to recruit and retain teachers. At a minimum, such strategies
to include substantive scholarships or loan forgiveness programs have always been supported
by the school board.

For the foregoing reasons, the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners supports House
Bill 186 and urges a favorable report.

Dawana Merritt Sterrette, Esq. Melissa Broome

Director, Legislative and Government Affairs Director, Policy and Legislative Affairs
dsterrette@bcps.k12.md.us mcbroome@bcps.k12.md.us
443-250-0190 443-525-3038
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