MARYLAND CENTER
ON ECONOMIC POLICY

: FEBRUARY 11, 2020

Community College Students with Disabilities

Deserve Meaningful Access
Position Statement in Support of House Bill 475

Given before the House Appropriations Committee

Maryland established the Community College Learning Disabilities Initiative in 2006 to provide services and
supports that can help students with disabilities succeed in the state’s community colleges. However, policymakers
never committed to providing a minimal level of support to the program, and have not funded it at all since 2009.
The Maryland Center on Economic Policy supports House Bill 475, which would require the state to devote at least
$2.5 million to the program annually.

More than 7,700 students with disabilities were enrolled at Maryland community colleges during the 2015-2016
academic year.' Colleges are required to provide certain accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities
Act to guarantee meaningful access to higher education, but research shows that many students do not get the
support they need. A study published by the U.S. Department of Education found that nearly one-quarter of
postsecondary students who identify themselves as having a disability do not inform their institution of their
disability, the first step in requesting an accommodation.” A 2016 study identified a range of barriers that prevent
students from using accommodations, including burdensome administrative procedures and a perception that
accommodations should be reserved for students with greater needs."

House Bill 475 would provide additional resources that would allow community colleges to better serve students
with disabilities. Colleges could use this funding to provide additional services and supports beyond those
required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, including outreach and support to help students access other
services to which they are currently entitled. A robust system of supports is essential to make good on Maryland’s
promise to provide all students the educational foundation they need to succeed.

For these reasons, the Maryland Center on Economic Policy respectfully requests that the
Appropriations Committee make a favorable report on House Bill 475.

Equity Impact Analysis: House Bill 475
Bill Summary

House Bill 475 would provide funding to allow community colleges to better serve students with disabilities.
Colleges could use this funding to provide additional services and supports beyond those required by the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Background

Colleges are required to provide certain accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act to guarantee
meaningful access to higher education, but research shows that many students do not get the support they need.
Maryland established the Community College Learning Disabilities Initiative in 2006 to provide services and
supports that can help students with disabilities succeed in the state’s community colleges. However, policymakers
never committed to providing a minimal level of support to the program, and have not funded it at all since 2009.
House Bill 475 would require the state to devote at least $2.5 million to the program annually.

Equity Implications

Individuals with disabilities enroll in college at half the rate of people without disabilities and graduate at lower
rates. As a result, individuals with disabilities are often unemployed or underemployed and are more likely to live
below the poverty level. Moreover, when enrolled in college, individuals with disabilities face complex barriers
that reduces their likelihood of success.

Having additional supports available could remove barriers and make it more likely that students with disabilities
will complete their degrees.

Impact

House Bill 475 would likely improve disability equity in Maryland.
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