To:

Maryland Delegates and Senators - SB946 and its impact on State Retirees

FACT — MEDICARE PART D does not cover ALL prescriptions such as medications for dlabetes arthritis,
glaucoma, cancer, heart disease and kidney disease to name a few.

FACT — CO PAYS on brand name drugs in the formulary are more than double the cost.
FACT — No Medicare Part D Plans have an out of pocket cap.

FACT — A State Retiree is prohibited from getting discounts from pharmaceuticals.
FACT — A State Retiree will not qualify for State Aid to help with Cost of l\/ledicati.on;.
FACT — State Retirees earned and paid for this benefit.

FACT — There is no guarantee that the Reimbursement Program will rmmburse a Retlree the full cost
of the medications. ‘

FACT — There is no guarantee that the Life Sustaining Program WI|| cover newer drugs developed to
halt iliness and disease.

FACT — Retirees CANNOT AFFORD to Pay the Out Gf'Pocket Costs upfront because of fixed income.

FACT — MEDICARE PART D costs for prescrlptlon drug coverage WILL cost be thousands of dollars for
retirees.

FACT — If the State has money to reimburse Retirees, they have enough to fund the current program.
FACT — The General Assembly fook_éWay RX coverage for State Retirees but kept it for prisoners.

FACT — Retirement plans for Actlve employees were disregarded when prescription coverage was
bifurcated for pre~2011 hires.

FACT — Active emp,loyees incurred a subsidy penalty when they retired before December 31, 2019.

FACT = MEESfCARE PART D in 2019 has a $415.00 deductible. The State plan does not.

FACT - State employees purchased their prescription drug coverage for the entirety of their
retlrement through the buyback program and could SUE the State for Millions. '

FACT — State employees settled lawsuits with the State to continue their health benefit that includes
prescription drug coverage for their retirement and can SUE the State for millions.

FACT - State employees injured on the job (Police, Correctional Officers, Troopers) were given health
care including prescription drug benefits and can SUE the State for millions.

FACT — If the State Retiree cannot afford to pay medication costs up front —they will DIE and Maryland
lawmakers will be the EXECUTIONER.

Ken Fitch | 111 Warren Road, Suite 7A | Cockeysville, MD 21030 | O: (410) 683-2200 | UnitedweMatter@grmail.com




WE MATTER

The 2019 Maryland General Assembly dangled the promise of reinstatement of the State retirees’ prescription drug
coverage and then stunned retirees when they issued a death sentence with the passage of SB946. If State Retirees
do not get the promised prescription benefits needed to control their illness, they will die. I know — T am one of
them.

In June 2018, Maryland State Retitees were informed that as of January 1, 2019, the State was dropping
their prescription drugs benefits and that Retirces would have to enroll in Medicare Part D. So, what’s the
problem? Medicare Part D. It does not cover the prescriptions necessaty to maintain the retirees’ life and/or the
cost is so high that a State retiree on a ficed income cannot afford these prescriptions to stay alive. I know. My
out of pocket costs will jump from $930 a year to over $11,000 a year (on the cheapest plan) on Medicare Part D.

So, what is wrong with SB946? SB946 gives the illusion that State Retirees \x}iﬂz;liavéiﬂneir prescription
drug coverage. Then it tells retirees that they would have to pay for it out of their pockét before they can get
reimbursed. What! News Flash: The General Assembly passed a new law that did the same thing as the old law.
SB946 requires that I (and thousands of others) pay the outrageous costs for prescription drug coverage under
Medicare Part D without the benefit of the State’s wraparound program. . So, 'dn_.lpaper I still would have my
coverage, but financially T am screwed. - ;o

Why? I don’t have enough money to pay for this coverage every month and wait for reimbursement. I
don’t have the money because I worked for the State of Maryland and accepted lower wages in exchange for first
class tetitement benefits. S,

My future 1s bleak. I will sell my housc,i seH:my car, move in with my daughter, ration my food, ultimately
bankrupt my daughter to pay for this medicine that keeps me alive. My life expectancy cut short because the
General Assembly do not think I and thousands like me deserve to live.

Food for thought - if the State of Maryland has thc.money to pay me back, why make me pay up front for my
prescription coverage in the first place? '

After I have nothing left to sell, nothing to barter, I will end up on welfare and Medicaid. Then T will quietly
pass away — a victim of this djécrimm:ltory;dgath penalty. And believe me there will be many more. I know people
who ate rationing their medicine now, because they will not be able to afford medicine if the Fitch v. Maryland
lawsuit is unsucccs.sfﬁi;_ Did _Iﬁiﬁ&makers expect its sentors at 70, 80 or 90 to embark on a new career to obtain

prescription drug coverage or do they just want us senior citizens to quietly pass away so they can take our pensions
too? Y =

Pbadﬁr z‘ﬁééfg&z‘."Marﬁand eliminates prescription drug coverage for senior citizens but continue to pay the
cost of healthcare for prisoners and illegal immigrants with our tax dollars.

State retirees need this coverage and a HB1230 will redress this injustice. They were promised these
benefits, they paid for these benefits and they demand their return. The General Assembly in this matter has
represented every interest but the interest of its employees by passing this law that sentences state retirees to death.
I say we are your grandparents, your fathers and mothers, aunts and uncles, we are yout neighbots, we are members
of your church and most importantly, WE MATTER.

Dear General Assembly, your names will be forever etched in Maryland history as the judge, jury and
executioner of retired elderly State employees by issuing this death sentence.

Support reinstat:ment of State Retirees Prescription Drug Coverage.

Ken Fitch | 111 Warren Road, Suite 72. | Cockeysville, MD 21030 | O: (410) 683-2200 | unitedwematter@gmail.com




AFFIDAVIT OF KEN FITCH

I, Kenneth Fitch, am over eighteen years of age and competent to testify to the matter and the facts

asserted herein and make this affidavit in support thereof.

1.

9,

10.

1.

Prior to my employment with the State of Maryland, the I was a mechanic for Maryland Cup making
approximately $39,000 annually. :

That in the Spring of 1989, T applied and was hired for a position as a maintenance mechanic at the
Department of General Services for the State of Maryland I took a substantial pay cut from my
employment with Maryland Cup. [ accepted the pay cut in exchange for the supertor benefits, including
its pension and retiree health benefits, offered by the State of Maryland.

During my tenure as an employee of the State of Maryland, I held positions of Maintenance Mechanic,
Maintenance Mechanic Senior, Maintenance Chief I, Maintenance Chief II, Maintenance Chief 4 and
Building Manager with the State of Maryland.

That throughout my tenure with the State of Maryland, I was provided health insurance benefits
including prescription drug covesage, dental coverage, and vision coverage.

That the State of Matyland deducted the then applicable health insurance hewefit premiums from my
biweekly paycheck. Each year the State of Maryland adjusted my premium for bealth insurance benefis,

That the State of Maryland deducted an additional amount for retirement contdbutions from my
paycheck. The State of Maryland changed the mandatory retirement contribution rate on numerous
oceasions.

Linjured my back in 1993 as a result of a work-related injury. However, I returned to work for the State
of Maryland. In 2012, my treating physician recommended that I request a disability retiternent due to
my affliction of chronic back pain and diabetic complications.

The State of Maryland approved my request for Ordinary Retiternent as [ was a determined to be

eligible.

I redred at 54 years of age and am 60 vears of age at the time of this filing.

That in May 2018, I received potice from the Department of Budget and Management informing me
of my requitement to register for Medicare Part D for my prescription drug coverage.

Tam eligible for Medicare Part T due to my disability.

12. 1 am also a diabetic. T take the “ollowing medications:

1 Furosemide TAB 40MG
2. Humalog MIX 50/50 Kwikpen INJ
3, Losartan Potassium TAB 50MG
4, Metformin Hel TAB 300MG
T B Simvastatin TAB 5MG
6. Toujeo Sclostar TINJ 300TU /ML
7% Tramadol Hel TAB 50MG
8. Victoza INJ 18MG/3ML



KEN FITCH CON'T

13. I currently pay $930.00 in co-pays a year for my medications. Under Medicare Part D T will cost
$11,683.10 in copay per year.

14. Because the rate is gone up so much, I will not be able to afford my medicaﬁons. It I canmot take my
medications 1 will die. I left a much better paying position because of the health care benefis in
retirement.

15. T'was very upset when I found cut that the Department of Budget and Management will not continue
to provide prescription drug coverage to me although I am a vested employee as do 2012,

I SOLEMNLY AFFIRM UNDER THE PENALTIES OF PERJURY AND UPON
PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE THAT THE CONTENTS OF THE FOREGOING PAPER
ARE TRUE.

Ken Biech =



AFFIDAVIT OF PHYLIS REINARD

I, Phylis Retnard, am over eightcen years of age and competent to testify to the matter and the facts
asserted herein and make this affidavit in support thereof

1.

[

™

-J

I worked for the state of Maryland for 33 years at the Charles County Department of Health. 1
retired in 2013 as a Nurse Practitioner and took a lower retirement check so that my husband

would have my benefits if I die first.

My husband has chronic leukocytic leukemia, diabetes, high blood pressure and high
cholesterol. He is currently in remission because of his oral chemo and his other diseases ate
well controlled with his medications. These drugs currently cost us $760.00 in co-pay annually.,

His current medications are:

1. Venclexta Tab 400mg (otal chemo)
2. Humalog 75/25 kwikpen Inj

3. Ezetmibe Tab 10mg

4. Tamsulosin capsule 0.4mg

5. Valsarin/Hcez Tab 160/12.5

These drugs curtently cost us $760.00 annually

These same drugs will now cost us $11,741.05 in co-pay under Medicare Part 1D, even though
we will be in and out of the doughnut hole in 2 months and he will have to change insulin brand
because Silver Script has the best price for the Venclexta but does not have Humalog in it’s
Medicare patt D formulary. I have attached Silver Script printouts on the price of the medication.

I have attached a copy of the letter I received in 2014 with the Open Entollment Benefits
Statement. This letret indicated that neithet my co-pay or out of pocket maximuin would be
changing:

However, a letter I received dated May 15, 2018, stated something differently. Tt said thar 1
would no longer have my prescription drug benefits as of July 1, 2019 because of legislation
passed in 2011. This legislation was never disclosed in 2011 or any year after that until 2018. I
have attached a copy of the May 15, 2018 letter entitled Important Change to Your Retree
Prescription Drug Coverage.

As a cancer survivot you know how important accessible medications are for your recovery and
remission. My shock, once T began to investigate and call Medicare is that no Medicare part D
plan has a co pay for any oral chemo. 1f your chemo has an IV equivalent, then Medicare part
B may pick up the cost however that is not my case. So, unlike our current coverage in all
Medicare part D plans these new innovative drugs that keep you out of the hospital and. in
remission have no co pay, vou must pay a percentage of the actual cost of the drug. Medicare
part D has no cap on out of pocket spending, therefore I'm looking at one drug costing me
$10,000-$11,000 a year. Cuttently T pay an $80.00 co pay for a 3- month supply. Make no
mistake I worked 33 years for this benefir that uniformed legislators took away in one vote
without investigating all the financially catastrophic consequences to the employees that sexrved
the state of Maryland for decades.



Phylis Remard con’t

8. We will have to dtain our savings to afford a prescription bill of this magnitude and after that
we do not have a clue what we will do. As a Nurse Practitioner I gave up thousands of dollars
a year to work for the state so that our health and prescription benefits would be covered. Our
retitement was well planned so that we would not have to worry financially but this has been
devastating on multiple fronts

I SOLEMNLY AFFIRM UNDER THE PENALTIES OF PERJURY THAT THE
AFOREGOING IS TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND
BELIEF.




Honorable Members of the House Appropriations Commitiee
Maryland General Assembiy

3 Weast Miller Building

11 Bladen Sireet

LA L WP

Annapolis, MD 21401

_ February 12, 2020
Dear Chairwoman and Members,

My name is Su Jusell-Lappin. | wanted to give you some background and to let you know
how taking away my State of Maryland Prescription benefits will profoundly affect me. My
family moved to the Eastern Shore in 1986 when my Family Practice Physician husband
agreed to work in a physician shortage area to pay back several years of medical school. We
stayed. | worked for the State of Maryland as a Clinical Social Worker, based at Greensboro
Elementary School for 18 years. | provided individual and family therapy and case
management services for mostly single parent families in a very poor, rural, population with a
high rate of drug and alcohol abuse. | could have earned significantly more money in private
practice or working for a non-state agency but | chose to serve the community in which | live.
I took a cut in pay to start the job. | successfully was employed in a pilot project as the first
Clinical Social Worker based in a Caroline County School. 1 lived through years of no salary
increase, working overtime with no compensation, furlough days, and with the promise of
good health benefits and prescription benefits when | retired. | retired in July 2018. In March
2018 I was diagnosed with Stage Four Poorly Differentiated Adenocarcinoma of the lung with
metastasis and pleomorphic features. My initial prognosis was 3 to 4 months. After starting a
targeted drug treatment that costs $531.46 per day, per pill (approximately $16,000.00 per
month). My various tumors have reduced by 50%. My persistent cough is significantly better. |
have only a $40 co-pay per month which is writien off by the drug company. My co-pay would
be $11,000 per month once | switch to a Medicare part D plan for just this prescription. | have
five other prescriptions that | have not yet researched to determine what the co-pay would
be. There is no help available to me because ‘my prescription insurance will then be through
a state or federal agency.” | cannot afford that. It would essentially become a death sentence.
Please, Please support HB 1230 and Repeal SB 946. Thank you.

/] — ¢
Signed Name: ,!ﬁ/\ W c i/ e
7L d4

Ms. Su Jusefﬁi_a#pin LCSWAC, Retired
12745 Ridgely Rd. Greensboro, MD 21639




House Appropriations Committee
121 House Office Building

6 Bladen Street

Annapolis MD 21401

After graduating from high school, I chose a career with the State of Maryland which offered
Jjob security and good benefits. Over the years the benefits improved; however, the salary, not
so much but it was sufficient. T retired July 1, 2017 after 46 years of service with the
understanding that medical and prescription coverage would remain intact. As you are aware,
that did not happen.

As of May 21, 2019 I reviewed Medicare Part D costs @ www.medicare.gov web site and found
that the cost of prescriptions for me would be approximately $12,088. The loss of Medicare
Part D (EGWP) will be a financial burden for me. I have several illnesses that require some
expensive medications, i.e. Adempas for Pulmonary Hypertension - $10,115 for a 30 day supply,
Janumet for Diabetes - $615 for 90 day supply.

I served the State of Maryland for many years and this was a benefit I earned. I urge this
committee to support "HB1230 State Prescription Drug Benefits - Retirees.”

Sincerely,
Deborah M Creager
Deborah M Creager - State of Maryland Retiree

2317 Cool Woods Ct
Jarrettsville MD 21084



Victim Impact Statement

Deborah Garlitz

This is my victim impact statement that will cover both myself and my husband and address the costs we
will incur if we lose prescription drug coverage in retirement.

L, Deborah Garlitz, am currently employed by the Division of Public Safety & Correctional Services State
of Maryland. I am a 24 year employee and 62 years old.

My husband is 70 years old and retired and is covered under my insurance plan because I am currently
still working.

I have reached my full retirement age of 62 and would like to retire but feel I am unable to because of the
State's changes to prescription drug coverage in retirement.

My current medications cost $120 a year in copays. If I retire I am looking at costs of $3,499.84 a year
under the state's proposed plan under SB 946.

My husbands current medications cost $240 a year in copays. If I retire his medication costs would
increase to $7,458.16 a year under the state's proposed plan under SB 946.

We can't afford those kinds of prescription drug costs.

My husband has had open heart surgery, clon cancer, colonoscopy surgery, hernia repair, skin cancer, a
heart stent and now has additional skin cancer to be removed.

I myself have health issues addressed by medications.

[ 'am afraid to retire because of the increase costs in medications. My husband's health continues to
deteriorate and we face additional health issues as we age.

Because I could not retire by December 31, 2019, and face these costs, I will be under the second plan
wherein I have to become catastrophic under Medicare Part D which is over $7,000 for each of us every
year before the state will respond.

This is not what we've worked our lives for and to have to worry about paying for medications and
prescription drug coverage that I earned as compensation in my retirement years for my service to the
State of Maryland. Welcome to the Golden Years!

I am asking for your support of HB 1230 so I can keep the prescription drug coverage that I currently
have when I retire.

Thank you for your time,

Deborah Garlitz



3/6/2020

Letter to Delegates - Google Docs

As a disabled State of Maryland Retiree and constituant, | am contacting you regarding
HB1230, the State Prescription Drug Benefits for Retirees, scheduled for hearing March 10,
2020. I vehemently urge you to support this life saving legislation as it will save financial and
health devastation to myself and countless other State retirees.

Because of my multiple sclerosis and many other health problems my annual drug co-pay is
currently $167.48. When | did a comparison of separate Medicare Part D policies, the closest
one to mine now, my Tier 5 injectable MS drug is not covered at all. The other available ones
are in the $9,000.00 annual range.

That plus premium cost is almost as much as a mortgage payment! That is only one of my
medicines.

When | retired from service, | was given 6 Retirement Allowance Options to consider and
choose from. | choose to take Option 3, a lower monthly pension amount and keep my health
benefits for life and for my husband after I'm gone. With these previously contractual

guaranteed benefits, my husbanc| and | arranged our financial lives ever since | started working

for the State in 1986 to plan our senior living years after he retires. | have been on Social

Security for 21 years and my husband is getting close to retirement. We have little time to adjust

for a total financial devastation.

The State of Maryland’s Retirees need your support and determination to stand up for us and
vote for HB 1230 that would grandfather employees hired prior to 2011 and repeal SB 946 to
reinstate our Rx Drug benefit.

Thank you for your time and understanding and looking forward to your vote of support. If you
would like to speak with me on this, | can be reached anytime at 443.201.4455

Regards,

Mary R. Smith

State of Maryland Retiree
4729 Water Tank Rd.
Manchester, Maryland 21102

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d9fkjdI-wiUZdbpcSQLN_6wPz9 JroSPh__ oEQeM7Y/edit
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Benjamin H. Gﬁohey
12785 Orchard Drive
Cordova, Maryland 21625

Please have answers to the following questions and bring them with you to the meeting.

1. How long have you worked for the state?
33:1/2 Years - Maryland State Police

2. When did you retire?
| retired on July 1, 1999 as a First Ligutenant, Barrack Commander

3. How much does the medication cost you now under the state plan?
All medications for my wife and | cost $2,107.74, using 2017 for comparison since these figures
are for a full year.

4. How much MII your medication ¢ost you under Medicare Part D?
The same drugs we took in 2017 would have cost me an average of $13,397.10.if we were

dropped from State Prescription Plan and had to enroll in a Medicare Plan D. My wife is
diabetic and insulin is costly because there is no generic for insulin.

~5. ~ How will you be able 1o afford the cost difference?

| would have to draw down our fjoint savings and beyopnd that, may have to consider cashing in
life insurance policies, selling off perwonal property oe become a ward of the state.



I am sending this letter to you so that you can submit it to

: +as a real life example of the financial ruin State of
Maryland retirees would go through if the State of Maryland is
allowed to force it’s retirees to solely rely on Medicare Part D for
prescription coverage.

My wife has had a seizure disorder since she was in the second
grade. For years her medications kept her seizures somewhat under
control. However, around 2007 she began having seizures quite
often and they were occurring anytime, anywhere and under any
circumstances. She had also started falling and three of those falls
would have been fatal had she fallen as little as 2 inches in the
wrong direction. This was all despite the fact she was under the
care of a local Neurologist who had her on three seizure
medications. At that point we asked for a referral and began to see
a Neurologist who is part of a team at the University of Maryland
Medical Center in Baltimore, MD. They hospitalized her for a
week and once she was released they slowly, scientifically tried
her on various medications until they found the correct drug and
dosage that is now keeping her seizure free. Mind you, this did not
occur over a few days or months. It took a few YEARS for them to
have this level of success. The medication she is taking is Lamictal
XR and her doctor truly believes she must take BRAND ONLY
not generic.

Yesterday, I met with a counselor at the MAC Center in Salisbury,
Maryland who is working with seniors during open enrollment for



Medicare Part D. She discovered that if my wife had to rely solely
on Medicare Part D for her prescription coverage for the year 2020
it would cost us at least $33,467.76 for the year. That figure is
astronomical in and of itself but is absolutely appalling when you
consider that it will cost us $320.00 for the year 2020 if we stay on
the prescription coverage we have through my State of Maryland
retirement.

It is totally unconscionable that the State of Maryland would put
their own retirees, who are now SENIOR CITIZENS, in such dire
financial straits. ALL of us were told the day we were hired that
we would have health and prescription insurance for the rest of our
lives if we would agree to put in 30 years of service. Most of us
planned our finances for our retirement years with that in mind.
What is even more shameful however is that the State of Maryland
did not even have the moral decency to forewarn its’ own retirees,
all the way back in 2011 that this was going to happen. They
waited SEVEN YEARS to announce this. By doing so, they took
away our only opportunity to plan for this financially.

I truly believe the State of Maryland must now develop all of the
morality and ethics it required of its’ employees during our years
of service, by grandfathering all current retirees into the
prescription coverage program that we were promised all those
years ago. While doing so they must make this action
PERMANENT and one that cannot be undone by a future
legislature or governor of the State of Maryland.

Sincerely,
Dennis M. Cathell
Member # 106



How do you and the Democratic Legislature sleep at night? | am deeply depressed by the fact
that you and the Democratic Legislature are trying to take away my Maryland State
Retirement Retiree Prescription Drug Benefits. | really don’t sleep well at night thinking about
the possibility of losing my State Retirement Prescription Drug Benefits

I was a loyal employee of the State of Maryland with the Maryland Automobile Insurance
Fund for 30 years. When I retired the Maryland Automobile Insurance Fund had a substantial
budget surplus that | understood to be in the millions of dollars. I, nor the Maryland
Automobile Insurance Fund, ever cost the citizens of Maryland or the State of Maryland one
penny, as we were a profit making self supporting agency of thé state.

I could have gone with a private insurance carrier and made a salary substantially higher than
what | was making with the State of Maryland. I chose to stay with the Maryland Automobile
Insurance Fund and the State of Maryland for the retirement benefits that | was promised.
There was always an implied conitract with the State of Maryland that as a retired state
employee | would receive my retirement benefits, including prescription drug coverage, for
the rest of my life.

Employees with other private insurance carriers asked me numerous times why | stayed with
the state and | always replied that | stayed with the State of Maryland for the retirement
benefits.

My father was a Retired Maryland State Employee with 40 years of state service. Both of my
parents used my father’s State Employee Retirement Medical benefits until the day they



Page 2

died. My mother was also a loyal Maryland State Employye for 11 years of her life. For that
reason, | always thought all of my Maryland State Retirees Medical Benefits would all be
there until the day that I died.

Under the current prescription plan with the State of Maryland my monthly premium totals
$480.48 per year. Currently, under the Maryland State Retirement Prescription coverage my
medications cost me $724.08 for the entire year. Thus, my total Prescription Cost for one year
is $1204.56.

If the Maryland Legislature and you Governor cut my Prescription Drug Plan from my
Retirement Benefits package my Prescription Costs will increase substantially.

The Monthly Premium for a good Prescription Drug Coverage under Medicare Part D would
be $76.60 per month or $919.20 per year. In addition to the premium, there would be a
$415.00 deductible under the plan. My medication costs under a Medicare Part D plan would
increase to $5785.56 per year. The total cost of the Part D Premium $919.20, the $415.00
deductible and my medications, $5785.56, would cost me a total of $7119.76 per year.

The reason for the high cost of my Medications under a Medicare Part D plan is the fact that
two of my medications do not have generics. One is to control the severe BPH of my Prostate
and another, that has no generic, is to keep me from going blind with glaucoma.

The total cost difference between my current Maryland State Retirement Medical
Prescription Plan and a Medicare Part D plan would cost me an extra $5915.20 per year.

In effect you would be cutting my monthly income by $492.93. That would take me from
living off my current fixed income to struggling to make ends meet.

Based on my research, the State of Maryland is the richest state in America. That is, Maryland
is number one in per capita income. Sadly, when it comes to funding the Retirement Fund for
Retired Maryland State Employees, it is my understanding Maryland comes in 43™ out of 50
states.

I find it difficult to understand why you and the Democrats in the House and Senate seem to
hate Legal American Citizens and retired Loyal State Employees.
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Governor, please explain to me how it feels to be screwing Loyal State of Maryland Retired
Employees, while you and the Democrats in the House and Senate are giving lllegal Aliens
$1.9 billion a year? It must reall feel great to have all of your benefits, while trying to cut the
Medical Prescription benefits of Legal, Loyal Maryland State Retired Employees.

You have had cancer and have survived, but you don’t seem to have any compassion for
others who need our Medical Prescription Benefits to Survive.

I am not one to beg, but I ask you not cut the current Maryland State Retiree Prescription
Plan from my Retirement Benefits, as it would effectively destroy my life.

Please note that | moved to Florida, because Florida does not have a state income tax. I did
that to make my retirement income go further.

Cordially,

Thomas S. Berkeridge Sr.



Following chemotherapy, | will most likely have double
mastectomies, with new scripts. Finally, | will undergo radiation therapy,
with associated scripts to manage that treatment phase. Eor planning
purposes, | have no idea what these new prescriptions are or what they
will cost. This is the tip of a very substantial iceberg. '

To add to my relevant biography, | served as an Academic Advisor
and Consultant to as many as 60,000 State of Maryland undergraduates,
primarily at UMD, over 40+ years of contributing service. These former
. students are law enforcement officers, nurses, lawyers, emergency room

physicians, professional golfers, investment bankers, orthopedic surgeons,
and scientists, to name but a few. i

Sincerely,

Linda Lachman



THE COAT OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION TO MARYLANDERS § b

Executive Summary

Maryland’s policy towards illegal alicns has resulted in a fast pgrowing illegal alien population and a rapidly in-
. creasing fiscal burden on the state’s taxpayers. Unsatistied with the accommodations already i place for illegal
aliens, the stare legislamure adopied a measure in 2011 (SB 167) that allows illegal aliens to extend their taxpayer-
funded education beyond public elementary and secondary schooling to higher education. The state's vorers
will have the opportunity o decide in the November 2012 dlecrion whether they want to reverse chis palicy.

This updated study on whar illegal immigration costs Maryland taxpayers includes the following findings:

= The statc’s taxpayers currendy pay nearly $1.9 billion in eaxes because of the presence of an escimaced
295,000 illegal alicns plus nearly 68,000 children born in the Uniced States to illegal aliens.

+ In-state ruiton for illegal aliens in post-secondary schools will cost the stare’s taxpayers more than $28 mil-
fion annually under the 2011 legislarion if approved by the voters. This cost to raxpayers will increase as mare
illegals aliens move to Maryland.

¢ Theaverage Maryland houschold headed by an
American or legal resideat shares an annual
burden of about $910 to cover the costs

of the statc’s illegal alien population.

= Because more than two-thirds of

the cost of ilicgal immigration in
- Maryland is for cducation (see

chart}, and much of thac cosc is 1 .5‘%
funded locally, the fscal cost
burden is heavier where the ille-
gal alien populadion is greacest,
Montgomery  and  Prince
{seorge’s county taxpayers have a
greater than average annual burden
{81,438 and $1,025 respectively),

*  Illegal aliens pay relatively litde in taxes, ®Educaton Tumon Assistance

maialy becausc of their low carnings. We es- *Hezlth Care ‘Sodial Assistance
®Justice " General

tmate that the state receives approximately $119
million i tax collections from illegal aliens — only =
fraction the costs of illegal immigration borne by the taxpayers.



7503 Creighton Drive
College Park, MD 20740
February 5, 2020

Thank you for saving me a great deal of money this year alone
through our class action suit. [ may be a helpful example of how
dramatically the medizal circumstances of just one State-of Maryland
retiree can change.

Until the year 2019, | would have characterized Fibromyalgia as my
greatest health concern, as a fairly heaithy 70 year oid. | had successfully
managed the pain and fatigue of Fibromyalgia over a period of 35+ years.
In the year 2019, | suddenly experienced a ruptured appendix, pulmonary
embolisms and inflammatory breast cancer.

A new blood thirnning drug added to my regimen indefinitely for the
embolisms is Xarelto. With the class action suit in place, | paid $50 for
a three-month supply. Had you not filed, the retail price was more on
the order of $1600 every three months.

Of the many new drugs required to manage my breast cancer s

Ondansetron HCL. Prescribed to manage the upset stomach caused by
intense chemotherapy for the 4-6 months required, | pay $3.33 for a
drug that retails for at least $1000 “as needed” during those
4-6 months. Also required every three weeks, for four to six months, is
Neulasta. This injection, prescribed to reduce the chance of infection
during chemotherapy, cost me $25. The retail price is at least
$5.97L.
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My name is h«. it - “il%‘ém _ _ (Print).
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She Hretited from Dept ot Bepdh e kel %w & i Gee3

I cuerendy pa)}*% St S pex year for my prescription diug covmme

1€ my prescription drug coverage is not reing wone 0 3 year under Medicare Part D,

Jhank you for raking the time to consider my testimony.
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Thank you for taking the time to consider my testimony.

Sincerely, ﬁ : i
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My name is Diane Jorfo. I worked for 22 years for the State of Maryland. 1 retired in 2008 from
MDTA. I cutrently pay $850.00 out of pocket for my madications under the State RXdug Coverage
Plan. My medications would cost approximately over $9,000 a year under Medicate Part D. I T have
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tuonel. I devastated that the state would turn their backs on us I our golden years. Most of us can’t
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your mothers raised decent peopile, woukl vou want her jn this hetrible situation

Thank yon for m]ﬂ%\&e time to consider my feshimony.
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5}31éﬁrély: S : ,M_ 2
SgpedNeme _Apte &#a«u

PiedNuve: ___NVORE _Ooiry

Address: T 5"3’ 535 f%f*ﬁff@f‘éﬁpﬁzﬁ e
s BT Ly
| .WE MATTER ._ _ : Eastern Maryland ~ 11/2018

T b ot s



W

Fam wriéng-t‘odaym support .(

Mynameis ‘O mé‘fﬁ‘s N&\ %T s T SN _ _ A (Pring).
Iworked for O years fn:}t the State of Maryland.
Imﬁredﬁom \\ Visipd f—i’& (\M?’f@azé),«d G _in o0 Z

I currenty pa;r 7 5.0 1 peryear for my prescnpﬂmdmgmrgsag&
Fmy prescription demg coverage is not xeinstated,  will have to pay g G08.00 5 year unider Medicare Part D.
Lokl ke %) _i"; Wil c‘:«;%f?xaﬁ a

Thank you for taking the time to consider my testimony,
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I retited from é-ﬁ'ﬂ@fa/ 5. DSS n Lol zﬁﬁ@ MD
Yoninuiy gt TTL. S | perpeacfor spiotisceintion drag covonse.
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Thank you for taking the time to consider my testimony.

Sincerely,
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Sincerely,

Signea Name: !Of ti?'/}{M Q—f L, @A:d

Primied Name: :fo‘}?ﬂ e \\WJ

Adciix"ess;: . 2223?3 /ﬂﬂ("‘lf\ Z%p R(’{

%kmgﬁﬂn}; H\ %L\Cf

WESTERN Maryland - 11/2018

© WE MATTER



A e s i 2

Tam ﬁrfiﬁng_,tadsy in suppott 0@)/ HEB . g%}@ S .

My fame s\ { ?i’(% A %‘iﬂﬁé& e e E o . (Print).
L worked for %ma_m for ﬁe 'Smie of Mz;:ylaﬂd-. : ' : -
I redited from Mw&i! ancoksle Blie as hilmwae o, iiet o 199

Tt Ay g =T O m"?’f s A - o R1A yrsndh | ’Pﬁe{ﬁ
e currently paj g“} Q_g 1% Per year for my prescription d:.u._g {:J‘-’?ﬁ%&b{,. Angy st s PERL L0 & ﬂ'ﬂ@tgﬂ kD

1,093, 6T 4 vear nnder Medicare Part D,

my prestription drug coverage is not reinstated, | will have o pay

R

pos——

; T 2 Gl = i . . e e
ek wWas {en fog C}mx o A %ngw i “he \.;;1’1-2 . 2T C‘,\&w“;’ft_% Anry ol C‘jm‘s‘

it 0o boug s o il oruo ees Ann ik mechiowens T ef {enife
iy L e P aN (4 DA 0 :
AL aef oloer, T am tow b8 wetrs sl My Roo bﬂaﬂﬁé 1S Ooveeed "5;

Atndor Wid i Anee

St O W .

2 vwncder Lhe Ciifedk Slal ety Dreminm is Y,

: i W T iy s o2t el
B Ao o et ot Ao AN g, e m, v 1 ol 7 L S T Poth Bosice |
) * £ 'y r:

X wtlt dhed s F Al 033, 0¥ Foy mediopbion | “The (& Lhe G.f;i*f;ﬁ::
Madiane Dot D %i«:ﬁil}e\zif) e Shfe oF M avd b Ceecdd oever, wohet
Oud Cauledk ﬂ{l &0 Noes . Qzl&sw~ﬁ‘ﬂ—%@ &}E SE, O Dlemivm Dof
Moy wis 12,75 Anp T eux Qi\m 1S ohisperdinued £ e RIeqiunm

Sust B e will by (3,30 4 paeh B 0o means Unehoibh dhe

Ao F Masalan S MCe. e Wnle, M-i.?ﬁﬁ"%gia&@ ':QTL“QM %\ekﬁ; &

Nowit Wl e 631 0o a vear For Aok oF usl) T of Sesng ipton plan

1> Chstartinned. Poase pldnae, Dieree. retoms dor o |

3 y Y v o - ;
Thank you for taking rhe tme to consider my tesimony.

Sincerely, 4 _ E
Pinted Name. Vig;‘;ﬂ%é Antrend .
Addes:  _SUY Tom e, Roe0
' M ﬁ%t&% sl =i

i

WEMATTER -~ | ‘ . ' WESTERN Maryiand - 11/2018

- .—WWAW%WT————L.-— FEPRR



Tam wnnng mday in s&pport a%@ {é’!’?@

: :,"uj" “14131(. 1:; LQQW t}\ \r_yﬂviq\% P - - M : (?jﬁmt}‘
I worked for gf yeats fot the. State of Mazylmd : e Beooon
‘I'rented from _ Tﬁw%\f\ Lintvetrss \hf} : W gobs

1 mmeﬁtkf pay ! 50 gscr year fo;, my gresmpmm drug coverage.

i A ' » :
7{5 my presctiption diug coverage is not reinstated, 1 will have 1o pay b {}Lj}b a year under Medicare Part D.

W&% i5 “W\e, 3nﬁ:»c ‘Ej. ok }ih..wﬂ‘v& “biq_‘f\ Q@ W‘\M» u‘&\.y‘ ‘7 NSRS
gk covec \w«: Naethera vhe dication. . wh ig“:lf‘\-, S L
GVL\’&J Ck\"‘"m \("A.r' mm“{{ e L&\‘—?Ci ‘Q'»W“ {\,i{‘ M“&’A—{@.‘v\ el é} W‘\ &i&[(f.n

‘*.H;.Lﬂ“ ,;;4% (O Pk e considerdd o —esea

(‘U Er\"‘r‘&f‘f" - Slaa, mé‘l\smk@ % ece x\ff;« me@uafi
) fﬂ{;::‘}%ﬁ’fﬁk\;& = "’r".f;‘w\ ,g,\_,\"‘ e J._‘) Y (i;/L;mJ&.CMJL—“« i&_..,{'»—*“’\.‘ La——"(,zivt/*m 3;4%»—’ ECE
b-ﬁf‘}& S e 1 w@Cszr g Me,r\lc:ﬁrﬁf £l cel"“’: \f\.d-rsf . !r\ta \x\)

b :»...k‘ ¥ §. A,,. o DﬁW.Jt, e :e-\, 3 Bacll )y BRI, Tt

X \V&_/LT\ &P"—“-; N . T S T T B U o R
&md DWI\ \/G:a\m Hm*u'{”s&bcﬂéﬁfi g: L & meé‘_é. by ese
: i e e ; Q;\1"-3 T“:r’.hiﬁf e B S 1 A0 M % W o

Y Eak _ | {5

; Thank ?Dﬁ For taking the time to consider my testmony.

Sincerely, - -

Sigaed Name: (%

. '“ijrmted}\.m. L.&nw U&“@\;\% _
Address: 9'59-’:}:52— @Ml’\ @r‘vﬁ Plac
L@eg\{)mm y L 34”?‘%3' :

WE MATI‘Eﬂ i : : _ © Eastern Meryland — 11/2018




Lam ﬁa‘i‘iﬁng today 0y support o@ @

Mymmms f\vﬁﬁ‘ﬂ A ’*ffi‘é_}»mffia} i : ol ; (?ﬁﬁt}
I wcrkgd for _._&_m yeits for the State of Marylaﬁd : :
1 setired from ﬂ“fﬁﬁa!ﬁmd bﬁlr?ﬁ.. «ﬂz{f‘a‘& | v e SR

1 cusrently pay ,*_Z’ﬁffifp&er yeas for my prescription drog cc;}rmm _
: & year under Medicare Part ).

1f ruy presciption drug covmgnsmttﬂnsmrccgimﬁ have to pay f:g :
ﬂ?& diﬁ’v‘j And hes Hh Gm]rfﬁﬁs cuhs foped of oop
?:*f-im prsast ﬁf"-" £ }—F#ﬂ f/x:um {?;‘J-ﬁ;ﬁﬁ% (wAs ‘o be

%%«m; %_@/’W Te 15 imuld ks %%mm D R of ane

: %ﬁw‘é—% r}mﬁus 773;« e E b ashic :ﬁi}f“— J;ﬁ’taﬁﬂff“ & 2 :
U k}mz.){—'ﬁ ;U}g:k/q uwa}&ju&@&i#{ O t:fﬁﬁ‘};%; of

Tk

Thank you for taiing the tme to consiaet my Tesamen;

Sincercly,

-~ Prioed Name: 4«’“‘*‘9@ 2 ﬁfﬁ%"’”m}
A T *’,? w{?c%&x:ﬁ )Z?/A(‘f .
© 0 ale Cons| Claecds 3;»/@93

WE MATTER S : ; WESTERN Maryland - 11/2018



 am writing today in sup?eﬂo.fﬁ% Ay -
My nameis _ ‘SH E.QL\: } - ‘){kg’- 1\) LL L (Peing).
T worksd for_ Do B gents for the State of Margland. _ iy,
e OETILE OE THE PUBWL DEFEVDER_ D0

Lk cummtly pav;j\f eX 5.1 per year for my préscription drug coverage.

- 1€ my prescripion diug coverage is not zems‘med,]m}} have to pay _ fé E q%aﬂ nﬁyegr_.z_mdex Mvdicare Pmi)

AN Bus ZENTY (WRRENMTN YENS A Al ‘3@@’%{*
J_\_\\? DEg oy (0N LA\Z‘\%({E\ LA\H__“NP N YNEDY (PR
D ovny NERRLY RY ERpGl FoR WHOE! ke
DALY %C)mw\ é‘f» . Lﬁ“?i““ i % (4:}%\3 LYy WEVER FFORD
R4 U}‘ST m.“\ 2D SPYANG Y KR4 @{z;;

= i_/g‘;\g ﬁp Tﬂx 2o: PrsD CuzREedTIN 1 DAY

povg g LE S5 Gpfos LVE g0y enONTREY *QL%M“\?
Eog ooy ;,‘me‘;: i %\QLL? oo WU DUBE

G DCE  EedI COVED-

Thank you for taking the time 10 consider my testimony.
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Thank ymi for taking the time to consider my testimony.
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