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SB 105 - Southern Maryland Rapid Transit Project- Requirements and Funding 

Budget and Taxation 

January 9, 2020 

Position: SUPPORT 

The 450,000 residents of Prince George’s, Charles, and St. Mary’s counties who live in the MD5-

US301 corridor need the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) to promptly 

undertake all steps necessary to complete the design, engineering, and NEPA process for the 

Southern Maryland Rapid Transit Project – high-capacity, fixed-route transit service from the 

Branch Avenue Metrorail Station to White Plains. SB 105 would require the State to complete 

this process and commit the necessary funding, estimated at $27 million over the next two to 

three years. 

In the past 25 years, the State has completed five major studies on the feasibility, alignment, 

projected ridership, and economic impact of high-capacity, fixed-route transit service to 

Southern Maryland. The conclusions of every study have repeatedly confirmed the urgent and 

growing need. Southern Maryland residents suffer through one of the longest daily commutes 

in the country. Between Charles and St. Mary’s counties, there are an estimated 46,000 

commuters with a combined ten million hours of lost productivity, family time, and leisure time 

as a result of excessive commute times.  

Additionally, the transportation sector is Maryland’s largest generator of greenhouses gases. 

The impacts of climate change are being experienced throughout Maryland, especially on the 

Eastern Shore where sea level rise and subsidence are resulting in considerable land loss. 

Investing in transit and providing Marylanders with alternatives to driving is critical to achieving 

the State’s statutory goal of a 40% reduction in emissions by 2030. Notably, the reduction in 

emissions will not just be limited to commuters choosing transit over driving. The Southern 

Maryland Rapid Transit Project will foster walkable, mixed-use, transit-oriented development 

that allows residents to live car-free or car-light – an attractive option for millennials, seniors, 

and many others.  

The Southern Maryland Rapid Transit project will improve quality of life for Southern Maryland 

residents, promote economic development consistent with smart growth, and advance the 

State’s emissions reduction goals. We respectfully request your support for SB 105. 

Contacts:  Kimberly Golden Brandt and Elly Colmers Cowan, Preservation Maryland  

(410) 685-2886 



CharlesCounty_Groth_FAV_SB105
Uploaded by: Groth, Jason
Position: FAV















































































































CM Franklin At-Large Testimony on SB105
Uploaded by: Hodge, Gary
Position: FAV



 
 

Mel Franklin 
Council Member 

At-Large 

  Website: pgccouncil.us County Administration Building 
Telephone: (301) 952-2638 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, 2nd Floor 

Fax: (301) 780-8046 Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 

 

Bringing the World to Prince George’s County 

SB 105 - Southern Maryland Rapid Transit Project - Requirements and Funding 

Written Testimony 

MARYLAND SENATE BUDGET AND TAXATION COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 9, 2020, 2:00 P.M. 

Mel Franklin, Prince George's County Council, At-Large Member 

 

Mister Chair and Members of the Committee, thank you for this opportunity to address the 

Senate Budget and Taxation Committee and, on behalf of Prince George’s County Council 

Chair Todd Turner and my colleagues, to express the County Council’s strong support for 

Senate Bill 105, legislation that would provide for the design, engineering, and National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process and secure a record of decision for the Southern 

Maryland Rapid Transit Project.  I would like to thank Senator Arthur Ellis for his leadership 

in bringing forth this important legislation that will bring us closer to relieving the crushing 

traffic and congestion that Southern Maryland residents are experiencing on a daily basis.  I 

would also like to acknowledge our Prince George’s County members of this esteemed 

committee, Senator and President Pro Tem Melony Griffith, Senator Doug Peters, and 

Senator Jim Rosapepe, all great advocates for transit funding. My colleagues District 9 

Council Member Sydney Harrison and fellow Council Member At-Large and Vice-Chair of 

the County Council, Calvin Hawkins, have joined me here today as well to emphasize their 

strong support for this legislation.  

 

We have a crisis in Southern Maryland.  And it is getting worse every day.  The rising 

congestion on the Maryland 5/ US-301 corridor causes thousands of our residents in Prince 

George’s, Charles, and St. Mary’s Counties to spend thousands of hours of their lives each 

year sitting in their cars and away from their families.  This reduces the time that our parents 

spend with their kids and with each other, hurting their quality of life.  This traffic nightmare 

also causes many businesses on this corridor to struggle because residents avoid the area at 

high traffic times of day.  This chokes economic development and job creation in Southern 

Maryland and hurts our tax base. 



 
 

Mel Franklin 
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Bringing the World to Prince George’s County 

 

On behalf of these hundreds of thousands of Marylanders, I am here to plead for your help 

because this crisis has no end in sight.  There are no funded projects in the works that would 

help us take thousands of cars off the road and alleviate this crisis.  That’s why Senator Ellis’ 

legislation is so important.  It would move a project forward that is the answer to our traffic 

challenges on the MD-5/US-301 corridor, the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit Project.  By 

moving this project through the NEPA and design phases, SB 105 would make this solution 

“shovel ready” for the day when construction dollars become available.  The truth is that we 

cannot simply pave our way out of this problem.  While I appreciate more road 

improvements for my constituents, they are only temporary remedies for a problem that 

needs a long-term policy solution.  Furthermore, the recently completed Southern Maryland 

Rapid Transit project study demonstrated that this transit project would be an economic 

boom for the State, creating billions in economic development and tax revenue, which could 

be leveraged in a public-private partnership to help pay for the project.  The NEPA and 

design process would yield more definitive answers about how to proceed with the project’s 

construction. 

 

The residents of Southern Maryland need and deserve our immediate action.  Please pass 

SB 105 and help our hundreds of thousands of families and businesses in Southern Maryland 

and improve the quality of life for many generations to come.  We need Southern Maryland 

Rapid Transit now.  Thank you. 

 

 

Mel Franklin 

Council Member At-Large 

Prince George’s County Council 
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