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January 2020 

IN SUPPORT OF SB 465

Admissions and Amusement Tax - Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB 465 Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 of 2016, 

this legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million to the 

Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. 

This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the 

past 5 years. 

This bill provides critical investment for the Maryland arts sector. Since receiving this $1 million 

POCA distribution in each of the past 5 years, MSAC has increased its granting programs and 

now supports almost 300 arts organizations and hundreds of artists and arts education 

initiatives throughout the state. Additionally, MSAC has increased its investment in County Arts 

Agencies and artist specific grants. This bill will not only protect these investments but help 

MSAC continue to grow its offerings for the Maryland arts sector. 

The Baltimore Museum of Art greatly values the work that MSAC does every year. Their annual 

grants help not only our institution, but those around the whole state. We know that the arts 

impact our communities in invaluable ways. For this reason, on behalf of The Baltimore 

Museum of Art, I ask for your favorable support of SB465. 

Sincerely, 

� ::=:::> 
Christopher Bedford 

Dorothy Wagner Wallis Director 

The Baltimore Museum of Art 

10 ART MUSEUM DRIIIE BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 21218 TEL 443-573•1700 FAX 443-573-1582 WWW.ARTBMA.ORG 
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January 24, 2020 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 465 
Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts 

Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465. Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 2016), this 
legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million to the Maryland 
State Arts Council (MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. This $1 million 
distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the past 5 years.  

ClancyWorks Dance Company would like to express support for MD SB 465. MSAC provides 
invaluable services to the arts organizations of Maryland. ClancyWorks, like many small arts 
organizations, would probably not exist without the support of MSAC.  

Funding from MSAC allows us to provide arts programs to students and teachers in Maryland 
public schools, colleges, and universities; to seniors in nursing homes; and to the community as a 
whole. These programs help students to perform better in school, improve their emotional health, 
and teach them important skills like cooperation and communication. Our dance programs for 
seniors help participants to preserve their physical, cognitive, and emotional wellbeing longer 
than they would without access to arts programming. Finally, publicly funded arts programming 
like ours makes the arts accessible to more people in the community, and makes Maryland a 
more desirable place to live. 

MSAC supports our programming through both general operating funding and programming 
grants available throughout the year. 

ClancyWorks is just one of many organizations to receive support from the Maryland State Arts 
Council and the local arts councils. Guaranteeing them funding will allow them to help more 
organizations and improve the lives of Maryland residents. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

Adrienne Clancy 
Director 
info@clancyworks.org 
301-717-9271
PO Box 3111
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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January 29, 2020 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 465 

Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Dear Sirs and Madams, 

Thank you for your consideration of SB 465.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 

(April 2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision from the 2016 bill and 

continues the $1 million allocation for the Maryland State Arts Council from the 

Preservation Of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. 

This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC 

over the past 5 years.  

BCO serves Baltimore's opera lovers by offering top-level, professional opera 

performances in an affordable and accessible way, fostering outreach and development, 

and keeping the art form of opera an active part of Baltimore's artistic scene.  We reach 

approximately 3,300 audience and community members (2,100 paid and 1,200 free) per 

season. 

Our success is in large part due to annual support from the Maryland State Arts Council. 

We are deeply appreciative for this crucial support, as are the members of our 

community who attend our events. Baltimore is a great city which deserves great 

culture, and BCO is a thriving part of that. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

Sincerely, 

Julia Cooke 

Artistic and General Director 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 465 
Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 
(April 2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision from the 2016 bill and 
continues the $1 million allocation for the Maryland State Arts Council from the 
Preservation Of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. 

This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC 
over the past 5 years.  

Bach in Baltimore strongly supports this bill, as it has been the grateful recipient of 
MSAC grants for the past two decades. Without this support, we would not be able to 
offer the 10+ First Sunday concerts featuring the music of J. S. Bach and his 
contemporaries across the Greater Baltimore Area. Without this support, we would not 
be able to offer 10+ FREE performances for seniors in retirement communities who 
would otherwise not be able to attend our First Sunday performances. Without this 
support, we would not be able to offer our newest Beyond Bach Series of 3 unique 
concerts featuring music beyond the Baroque era. Without this support, we would not 
be able to support the dozens of local Maryland musicians who comprise our orchestra, 
choir, and soloists. Without this support, we would not be able to sustain our Student 
Voice Exchange Program, a youth-in-music initiative, offering monthly opportunities for 
Bach in Baltimore to share the stage with these up-and-coming musicians. ​ And without 

this support, we would not be able to continue to provide quality, affordable classical music 
experiences across the Greater Baltimore Area to our over 5,500 patrons. 

For these reasons, we ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

T. Herbert Dimmock
Founder & Music Director

Rebecca Fanning 
Administrative Manager 

Rebecca Fanning
January 28, 2020
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To Whom It May Concern: 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 2016), this 
legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million to the Maryland 
State Arts Council (MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. This $1 million 
distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the past 5 years. 

The Garrett Lakes Arts Festival, now in its 34th performing season is generously supported by funding 
provided by the Maryland States Arts Festival, both from its operating funding and through its touring 
roster grants.  Without these generous funding, GLAF would not be fortunate enough to complete its 
mission to provide quality performing arts opportunities to its community and its under reached youth 
population.  Being in the far corners of Western Maryland, out youth are not exposed to the arts like 
those of the more urban areas.  Without GLAF, the students would not be exposed to classical dance like 
Ballet, or orchestral music, or even be able to travel to see a quality performance in an area like 
Hagerstown.  GLAF is the lifeblood of arts and arts education to this community.  The arts are integral to 
helping develop young minds, as well as, to ensure future success. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB465. 

Thank you, 

Andrew H. Harvey 
Board Chairman 
ahharvey1@gmail.com 
Garrett Lakes Arts Festival 
McHenry, MD 21541 
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January 2020 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465

Admission and Amusement Tax – Electronic Bingo and Tip Jars – 
Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for consideration of SB 465.  This legislation alters, beginning fiscal year 2022, the 
distribution of revenue from the State admissions and amusement tax on electronic bingo and electronic 
tip jars to require that the Maryland State Arts Council receive $1,000,000 each fiscal year.  

Strathmore presents and produces exemplary visual and performing arts programs for diverse 
audiences; creates dynamic arts education experiences; and nurtures creative ideas and conversations that 
advance the future of the arts. The organization’s hallmark is the Music Center at Strathmore, with a 
1,976-seat concert hall and education complex. Its core campus also includes the historic Mansion at 
Strathmore, which features an intimate Music Room and art galleries. Most recently, Strathmore opened 
AMP, a 230-seat cabaret-style venue located just up Rockville Pike from the core campus in the 
burgeoning Pike District of Montgomery County. Strathmore’s signature mission-driven programs 
include the Strathmore Student Concerts, the Artist in Residence program, and Bloom, a community 
outreach initiative to expand arts access to every corner of Montgomery County. 

The funding Strathmore receives through the MSAC is an investment in our community and 
demonstrates the value placed on creating a vibrant arts community that welcomes everyone. Through 
music, performances, exhibitions, and education programs, Strathmore is proud to be both a home for 
the arts and a vehicle for bringing the arts to people and places throughout the state.  We serve more than 
250,000 people annually and are home to seven other non-profit arts partners, including the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra, National Philharmonic, Levine Music, CityDance, interPLAY Company Orchestra, 
Young Artists of America, and After School Dance Fund. 

Having the Bill pass this year ensures that Strathmore’s outreach to the community will continue 
uninterrupted, and it will allow us to expand our arts education initiatives to meet increasing demand.  
More than 45% of Strathmore’s annual programming is offered free or at a discount.  We serve more than 
31,000 students and provide critical supplemental programs in the arts to Montgomery County Public 
Schools.   For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB465. 

Regards, 

Monica Jeffries Hazangeles 
President and CEO 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465

Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB 645.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 
2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million 
to the Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) 
monies. This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC 
over the past 5 years.  

These funds, augmenting MSAC’s base appropriation, have been critical to our agency’s 
success.  With lead funding from MSAC, in FY20 the Arts and Humanities Council (AHCMC) 
launched our Advancing Equity in the Arts & Humanities initiative, which consists of three 
strategic programs: comprehensive training for AHCMC’s entire board of directors and staff; 
racial equity training for Montgomery County’s cultural nonprofit organizations; and a year of 
racial equity consulting for AHCMC provided by Race Forward.   

MSAC’s investment allowed AHCMC to research over 42 grant makers in the arts and 
humanities sector to inform our work. Our subsequent FY21 grant guideline recommendations 
incorporate best practices in the sector and prioritize DEIA (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Access) in grant making. This work,  with the intent of deepening the impact of state and 
county investments in our sector, is in response to historical implicit bias in cultural 
policymaking that continues to negatively impact Montgomery County's small and culturally 
ethnic/specific organizations. 

Considering Montgomery County’s unique position as one of the most diverse counties in 
America, MSAC’s key support for our work in advancing equity in the arts & humanities is 
critical for our county’s and state’s continued economic growth, development and quality of life 
factors for all residents.  

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

Suzan Jenkins 

CEO, Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County 

suzan.jenkins@creativemoco.com| 301-565-3805 

mailto:suzan.jenkins@creativemoco.com%7C


Arts_on_the_block_SB 465
Uploaded by: LECUYER, ANNE
Position: FAV



January 27, 2020 

RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 465  Admissions 
and Amusement Tax –   Distribution to Maryland 
State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465. Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April  2016), this legislation 
removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1  million to the Maryland State Arts Council 
(MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA)  monies. This $1 million distribution has helped to bring 
continued investment towards MSAC  over the past 5 years. 

For more than a decade, Arts on the Block has been the beneficiary of the technical  assistance and funding available 
through the Maryland State Arts Council. Our annual  general operating grant is a significant source of core funding 
that allows the time and  flexibility to reach program participants who face multiple access barriers and to grow our  
program in the direction of the greatest need.   

In addition to resources, we appreciate and rely on the leadership provided by the Maryland  State Arts Council, 
including gathering the arts community together in statewide and  regional meetings, providing critical research and 
trend insights, and representing our field  to other agencies and partners. Their constant, proactive presence is 
mission-critical to our  success. 

Finally, receiving an MSAC grant is a ‘stamp of approval’ that is an essential tool to leverage  earned income and 
donations toward our organization. Private funders, individual  philanthropists, other granting programs and 
corporate partners gain confidence when they  know that our programs are regularly reviewed and supported by our 
state agency. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

Sincerely, 

Anne L’Ecuyer
Executive Director 

8720 Georgia Ave #503 | Silver Spring, MD 20910 | aob@artsontheblock.com | 240-645-0730 | artsontheblock.com 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OFSB465 

Admissions and Amusement Tax - Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465 Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 2016), this 
legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million to the Maryland 
State Arts C ouncil (MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. This $1 million 
distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the past 5 years. 

Through media arts education, Wide Angle Youth Media (Wide Angle) cultivates and 
amplifies the voices of Baltimore youth to engage audiences across generational, cultural, 
and social divides. Our programs inspire creativity and instill confidence in young people, 
empowering them with skills to navigate school, career, and life. Support from the 
Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) has helped Wide Angle serve thousands of youth from 
across Baltimore City, who have produced hundreds of digi tal media projects about their 
lives and communities. 

Continued funds from MSAC are a critical resource not only for Wide Angle, but for 
organizations throughout Maryland. Over the past year, Wide Angle has partnered with 
MSAC to create short documentaries highlighting all 54 county and arts and entertainment 
districts in our state. Our production team has documented the economic and cultural 
impact of the arts across the state of M aryland, and we've captured scores of testimonials 
from local artists and arts agencies ab out the importance of the arts to the local economy. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB465 

c--�-�..::,..._>,) -� 
__ ::_�") �usa-1+-Malelne-' 

Executive Director 
Wide Angle Youth Media 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465 

Admissions and Amusement Tax - Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465 Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 

2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million 

to the Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) 

monies. This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC 

over the past 5 years. 

Our community nonprofit organization has seen the strong work and impact of MSAC 

throughout our city and the state. MSAC endeavors that have directly impacted our community 

include the recent designation of Pennsylvania Avenue as a state arts district, funding support 

towards our Jubilee Arts program that serves 2,000 people annually, and grants to individual 

artists that beautify and enrich our city with their work. 

All of these items also bring well documented returns on investment that outweigh the actual 

public funding invested. This makes support of MSAC not only important for enriching our 

communities and state through art, but also an important economic engineer that spurs critical 

investment and revenues for individuals, the city, and state. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

Sincerely, 

T �'-- �

Todd Marcus 

Executive Director 

P.O. Box 12764 I 1947 Pennsylvania Avenue I Baltimore, MD 21217 I PHONE 410.728.2227 FAX 410.728.8424 I lntersectionofChange.org 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465 

Admissions and Amusement Tax - Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465 Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 
2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision from the 2016 bill and continues the $1 
million allocation for the Maryland State Arts Council from the Preservation Of Cultural Arts 
(POCA) monies. 

This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the 

past 5 years. As a recipient of grant funding through MSAC we are dependent on this funding 

assist us in achieving our mission. 

With over 110 active members of our community Harbor City Music Company Show Chorus 
(HCMC) is an affiliate of Sweet Adelines International (SAI). We are an organization formed to 
perpetuate and enhance the barbershop music art form through education, ultimately benefiting 
local communities by furthering their artistic enrichment. The mission of HCMC is (1) to provide 
learning, performance and competition opportunities that enable all members to develop higher 
music performance skills; (2) to advance the musical art form of barbershop harmony and share 
our music with the community; and (3) empower women through leadership opportunities and 
performances and promote a diverse membership base that is united through their love of a 
cappella music. Our audience varies, from kids to seniors, and they run the range of social 
economic standing and ethnic postures. Our performances are intended for anyone with the 
love of music or who simply wants to be entertained with the full gamut of music I styles from 
country to swing, all in the four-part a cappella. 

.l 

The financial aspect to provide professional, exciting and heart pounding performances for our 
community can be a burden. We make several attempts to fundraise but the funding received 
through MSAC is critical to help this artform survive. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465 to help support the future of the 
arts and our wonderful artform. I invite you to come and visit us at our rehearsals or one of our 
performance, you can find all information on our website http://harborcitymusiccompany.org/ 

Sincerely, 

Suea n Myers 
Team Coordinator 
Harbor City Music Company Show Chorus 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 465

Admissions and Amusement Tax - Distribution to Maryland State Arts 

Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465. Originally signed into law as Chapter 

145 (April 2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the 

distribution of $1 million to the Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) through the 

Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. This $1 million distribution has 

helped to bring continued investment toward hundreds of arts organizations via 

MSAC over the past 5 years. 

Adventure Theatre MTC (ATMTC) has been a long-term beneficiary of the State of 

Maryland's commitment to the Arts through the state funding administered by 

MSAC. This support is vital to ATMTC's work to educate and inspire new 

generations of theater artists and audiences with exceptional theatrical 

experiences. More specifically, it brings the benefits of musical theatre 

performances and training to Maryland children and students every day: self­

confidence, teamwork, creativity, problem solving, and empathy. 

Making the POCA distribution to MSAC permanent this year, further, will affirm 

the State's commitment to the Arts, add confidence to budget planning of Arts 

organizations year-to-year, and help maintain the economic benefits that come 

to Maryland from investment in the Arts. 

ATMTC is honored to be a key organization in Montgomery County that provides 

young people both their first experience of live, professional theatre and high­

caliber, technique-based training to future artists. 

ATMTC depends on predictable State support for budgeting and planning, 

including plans for growth; and ATMTC is proud to contribute to the local 

economy through providing staff salaries, hiring artists, and preparing students 

and emerging artists for the workforce. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SS 465. 

Yours, 

a 

Executive Director 

www.adventuretheatre-mtc.org I info@adventuretheatre-mtc.org 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465 

Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 

2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision from the 2016 bill and continues the $1 

million allocation for the Maryland State Arts Council from the Preservation Of Cultural Arts 

(POCA) monies. 

This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the 

past 5 years.  

The mission of The Frederick Children’s Chorus is to bring children together for the 

joyful exploration and celebration of singing. This bill is important to us because our 

organization is focused on providing affordable music education to all children. We 

provide excellent music education for our families at a fraction of our cost. We also 

provide  scholarships and financial aid to as many students as we can. We are able to 

provide all this at a low or no cost tuition because of the funding we receive in grants 

and donations. We can not do that without the help from the funds that we get from the 

distribution of the monies received from MSAC for the preservation of Cultural Arts. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB465. 

 

Kathleen D. Siedor 

Kathleen Siedor 

Office Manager 

Frederick Children’s Chorus 

10716 Etzler Mill Road 

Woodsboro, MD 21798 

Cell -240-426-2293 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465

Admissions and Amusement Tax - Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465. Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 
2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million 
to the Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) through the Perseveration of Cultural Arts (POCA) 
monies. This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC 
over the past 5 years. 

As Director of the Academy Art Museum in Easton, MD on the Eastern Shore, I 
wholeheartedly supportSB 465. Now more than 60 year old, the Academy Art Museum 
is the premier accredited art museum on the Eastern Shore, and as a cultural center of 
year-round community we serve over 50,000 visitors, 5,500 K-12 school children, and 
3,500 adults with our arts educational programs and exhibitions. 

As MSAC grant recipients, we are adamantly in favor of SB 465 which will provide 
meritocratic capital funding for arts programs from around the state of Maryland. The 
bill will finally make it possible for smaller and medium sized organizations like the 
Academy Art Museum to address critical capital needs above and beyond our annual 
operations. Our museum facility includes three historic houses, which have ongoing 
deferred maintenance needs to maintain museum conditions. 

SB465 provides organizations like us with the critical tools needed to address priority 
issues. It is vital to pass SB 465 this year so that we can begin to address these needs as 
soon as possible. The capital funds and application process will be administered by the 
MSAC which has an intimate knowledge of the unique needs of individual 
organization, which we believe is another excellent feature of the bill. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

nJam 
Director 
Academy Art Museum 
Easton, MD 
January 29, 2020 

I 06 South Street, Easton MD 2160 I • 410.822.2787 • www.academyartmuseum.org 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 465 
Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 2016), 
this legislation removes the sunset provision and continues the distribution of $1 million to the 
Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. This 
$1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the past 5 
years. 

This bill provides critical investment for the Maryland arts sector. 

Since receiving this $1 million POCA distribution in each of the past 5 years, MSAC has increased its 
granting programs and now supports almost 300 arts organizations and hundreds of artists and arts 
education initiatives throughout the state, just one of which is the Children’s Playhouse of Maryland, 
Inc. Together we continue to offer low and/or no cost theatre arts training and performance 
opportunities for youth 18 and under in the Greater Baltimore area. Along with training, CPM 
provides access to quality, affordable live theatre programming for Maryland families. 

Additionally, MSAC has increased its investment in County Arts Agencies and artist specific grants. 
This bill will not only protect these investments but help MSAC continue to grow its offerings for the 
Maryland arts sector. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB 465. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Smith 
Managing & Artistic Director 
Children’s Playhouse of Maryland 
7201 Rossville Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD  21237 
443-840-2426
cpm@ccbcmd.edu
www.cpmarts.org

Quality Family Theatre Performed Entirely by Students 

Children’s Playhouse of MD, Inc. 

In residence at CCBC Essex 

7201 Rossville Blvd. 

Baltimore, MD 21237 

443-840-2426

mailto:cpm@ccbcmd.edu
http://www.cpmarts.org/
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465 
Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 
(April 2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision from the 2016 bill and contin-
ues the $1 million allocation for the Maryland State Arts Council from the Preservation 
Of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. 

This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC 
over the past 5 years and through MSAC helps fund the 24 arts councils representing 
each county and the city of Baltimore. 

This funding is crucial to Maryland arts organizations. Over the past 57 years Maryland 
Federation of Art has worked with more than 2500 artists from all parts of the state to 
bring their work to the public.  

Based in Annapolis, we are a small nonprofit that relies on funding from the Maryland 
State Arts Council and the Anne Arundel County Arts Council. These organizations have 
not only funded our ongoing operations - including the 42 exhibits we hosted across the 
state last yearn Annapolis, Bethesda, Ocean City and Severna Park - but have also 
funded new initiatives we have made such as launching a studio tour for artists in Anna 
Arundel County and funding Paint Annapolis, a very successful plein air competition 
and exhibit that brings art lovers from across the mid Atlantic region to Annapolis., 
bringing economic development to our area. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB465. 

Joann Vaughan 
Executive Director 
Maryland Federation of Art 

18 State Circle Annapolis MD 21401     410.268.4566     www.mdfedart.org 
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January 28, 2020 

icholas Cohen 
Executive Director 
Maryland Citizens for the Arts 
120 W. North Avenue, Suite 302 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Dear ick: 

I am writing in support ofSB465 and the effort to remove the sunset provision 
that distributes $1 million to the Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) through 
the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. 

MSAC, especially under the leadership of Ken Sk:rzesz, has become a critical 
instrument to fund hundreds of arts organizations and artists across our state. The 
distribution of the admissions and amusement tax helps to ensure that education 
programs in schools across Maryland will be supported by MSAC and it will 
protect the ability of MSAC to continue its vital grants to cultural organizations 
like the Hippodrome Foundation which serves thousands of youth each year. 

Please add our organization to the list of supporting organizations, we ask for a 
favorable report on SB465. Please express our appreciation to Delegate Lierman 
and Senator Guzzone, we are most appreciative of their leadership and support of 
the state's art community. 

Executive Director 

Raising the curtain on opportunity. 

416 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Phone: 410-727-7787 

Fax: 410-727-7783 

hippodromefoundation.org 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB465 

Admissions and Amusement Tax 

Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB465 Originally signed into law as 
Chapter 145 (April 2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision and 

., continues the distribution of $1 million to the Maryland State Arts Council 
(MSAC) through the Preservation of Cultural Arts (POCA) monies. This $1 
million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC 
over the past 5 years and has had a positive impact on the economy and 
creative industries statewide. 

On the local level, the Howard County Arts Council receives a block grant 
from the State through MSAC. This grant underwrites activities that support 
re-grants to local arts organizations, artist-in-education residencies in our 
schools, and outreach programs such as Head StART in ART, which 
provides visiting artist programs for preschoolers from low income families. 
It also supports activities at the Howard County Center for the Arts, a 32,000 
square foot, multi-purpose arts facility located in Ellicott City, which is 
operated by the Arts Council. At the Center, we present 10-12 exhibitions, 
provide low-cost meeting and studio space for artists, and offer year-round 
classes in the visual arts, music, theater and dance for people of all ages. In 
FY19, the Arts Council served nearly 40,000 children and adults at the 
Center. 

In addition, many of the local arts organizations we serve - such as 
Candlelight Concerts, Columbia Center for Theatrical Arts, and Rep Stage - 
receive direct grants from MSAC to support their missions, programs and 
audiences. In FY19, these grantees reported serving 280,000 people. The 
combined total of Howard Countians who _benefited from, MSAC funding last 
year was 320,000 - a clear indicator of how important the arts are to the 
people living and raising their families in Howard County. 

For these reasons, I ask for a FAVORABLE REPORT on SB465. 

Coleen West, Executive Director, Howard County Arts Council 
8510 High Ridge Road, Ellicott City, MD 21043 
410.313.ARTS(2787) 
coleen@hocoarts.org 

8510 High Ridge Road • Ellicott City, MD 21043 • 410.313.2787P • 410.313.2790F • www.hocoarts.org 
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 410.578.1919 
 5707 Smith Ave. 
 Baltimore, MD 21209 
 baltimoreclayworks.org

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 465 

Admissions and Amusement Tax – Distribution to Maryland State Arts Council 

Thank you for your consideration of SB 465.  Originally signed into law as Chapter 145 (April 
2016), this legislation removes the sunset provision from the 2016 bill and continues the $1 
million allocation for the Maryland State Arts Council from the Preservation Of Cultural Arts 
(POCA) monies. 

This $1 million distribution has helped to bring continued investment towards MSAC over the 

past 5 years.  

Baltimore Clayworks supports this bill without reservation. It is through funding from the 
Maryland State Arts Council that Baltimore Clayworks is able to support a wide array of arts and 
cultural programs for citizens throughout Maryland. Baltimore Clayworks galleries see over 5000 
visitors per year, and educational programs serve over 1500 adults and students. Community 
arts programs work in collaboration with public service agencies to utilize the arts in support of 
people in addiction recovery, women and children who have escaped domestic violence 
situations, youth awaiting adjudication, and bringing arts to those who might otherwise not have 
access. Clayworks has also produced multiple public arts projects throughout the City of 
Baltimore, most recently this past summer in partnership with Park Heights Renaissance. 
Baltimore Clayworks provides free arts programming to over 12,000 Maryland residents 
annually. Recently Baltimore Clayworks began a Workforce Development Program which 
serves young adults with mental disabilities. 

It is crucial that this bill be passed. The arts are inherent to all aspects of humanity, and the 
State’s investment in the arts see high return, as the arts support education, public health, 
economic development, community pride, healthy aging. The Maryland State Arts Council is 
Baltimore Clayworks largest funder, and we are proud of the impact we can have on Maryland 
residents because of this funding. It is our honor to utilize State funding in creative programs 
which serve all people. Passing this bill will increase the impact of our programs. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you, 

Cyndi Wish 
Executive Director 
1/29/2020 



                                                                                            
 
                                                                                                                410.578.1919 
                                                                                                                5707 Smith Ave. 
                                                                                                                Baltimore, MD 21209 
                                                                                                                baltimoreclayworks.org
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January 27, 2020 
ANNAPOLIS 

SYMPHONY 

ORCHIESTRA 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing today in support of SB 465 - legislation that removes the sunset provision of 

Chapter 145 and continues uninterrupted distribution of $1 million to the Maryland State Arts 

Council (MSAC). 

I sit on the Board of the Annapolis Symphony Orchestra. Each year, the Annapolis Symphony 

receives significant grant money from the Maryland State Arts Council. This funding helps the 

Symphony bring more music to more people in our community, not just through the 

Symphony's onstage presence at Maryland Hall, but also through its Chamber Music series, 

Music Van for schools, Concerts for School Children (including Title 1 schools) and the annual 

free "Pops in the Park" concert at Quiet Waters Park. Most recently, the Symphony established 

the Annapolis Symphony Academy. Now in its second year, the Academy was established to 

nurture musical talent in children through high-level musical education, to promote cultural 

and economic diversity, and to give opportunities to less fortunate children. About half of all 

Academy students are of African American or Latino background. Approximately half of the 

students, regardless of their cultural background, receive need-based full-tuition scholarships. 

The grant monies received by the Annapolis Symphony from the Maryland State Arts Council 

are vital to these community-outreach programs. The assurance that the passage of SB 465 

would bring - removing the sunset provision in order to continue the distribution of $1 million 

to MSAC - is vital to the Annapolis Symphony Orchestra's planning process. For this reason, I 

ask for a favorable report on SB 465. 

Best regards, 

Patricia Zeno 

Annapolis Symphony Orchestra Board of Trustees 

TH I S I S � {J0ffl.
Jose-Luis Novo, Music Director I The Philip Richebourg Chair 

410.269.1132 I Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts I 801 Chase Street I Annapolis, Maryland 21401 I annapolissymphony.org 

Member of the Strathmore Affiliate Network 


