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Mr. Chair, Madame Vice Chair and members of the committee, my name is Elizabeth Fixsen and
| represent the 700+ members of Indivisible Howard County. We are providing written
testimony today in strong support of HB1545 which would set an end-date for phasing out
coal-fired power in Maryland, and simultaneously protect the workers and communities facing
job loss and displacement as we move off fossil fuels like coal. We are a member of the
Maryland Legislative Coalition (30,000+ members), and HB1545 is a high priority for MLC.

Fossil fuels such as coal, which emit carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, are a large cause of
climate change, which poses a dire threat to our economy and our health. It’s time to move
away from fossil fuels and transition to clean renewable energy (1).

A recent poll shows that 70% of Marylanders, including majorities in both political parties, favor
transitioning off dirty coal and providing economic support to coal plant workers and their
communities (2).

Across the country, more than 300 coal-fired power plants have closed or announced
retirement plans, but our state still has six plants polluting our air, water, and climate. Coal
plants in Maryland generate less than 14% of our electricity, but they are the cause of 75% of
our climate pollution from in-state power plants. We simply cannot continue to operate old,
polluting coal-fired power plants if we want to meet climate action goals and clean our air and
water (3).

For this reason, we respectfully ask you to support HB1545

We urge a favorable report.
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