House Bill 1347
Synthetic Turl and T'urf Infill - Producer Responsibility
Economic Matters Committee — February 19, 2020
SUPPORT -

Chair daviz, Yice Chair Tharnais and Members of the Comtnuttes;

Cm behalf of my six grandchildren and especially the four who bve m Maryland,

T urge a FAVORABLL report on House Bill 1547 Synthetic Tued and Turd Infill - Producer Responsibiliny

T.et me start with a questdon. Why do you pass a balanced budget? Many of you simply do nor want ro pass
om debr ro the next scssion or to our children or to our grandehsldeen, Also, the law requires a balanced
budger.

The analogy is not perfeer bur every new synthenic rarf ficld has a large cost which the producers are hiding
from you and from the parchasers. The hidden costs include the cost of disposal of every synthetic il
field when the field is no longer playable, after 6 to 12 years. This is significant because just the plastie nug
cutnponent of every syathetic marf feld is 40,000 pounds of petroleum-based plastic. These plaistc rugs

cannot be disposed mmany municipal bindhlls and cannor even be burned in many inancrators.

Many new synthetic wef fields age purchased o part or m whole wirh Srare raxpayers’ funds. Unless you
vote for HB 1547, the hidden, future cost of disposal also will be paid in part by State taxpayers’
funds,

ITH 1547 for the fist tme pequires producers o take responsibility for reusing, recycling or safe disposal of a
new synthetic turf ficld. “Take responsibiliey”™ canmet be fulfilled by marketing slogans Tike “100%
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recyclable”. Rather, the producer needs to provide a stewandship plan tor actually rewsing, recycling or
safely disposing of the synthetic turf field at the end of its lite. 1B 1547 replaces the hidden costs of
disposal with a rransparcnt scewardship plan thar is published on the Inrerner by the Maryland Deparrment
af the [lnvironment and approved by that Dicpartment.

In brief, speaking parent to parent, when you vote in favor to ITB 1547, yvou wall know that this vote
was the nght thing to do for your chaldren and grandchildren and it makes good cconomic sensc.
Y¥on are not only doing the nghr thing for Marvland's children bur are serving as a role model for Srare
lepaslarors throughont the coantrr.

T addition, TTH 1547 proades you an opporiunify o srrike 2 hlow against environmental imjustice.
I'ransparcncy and sunshine are excellent disinfecrants. Ir 12 fime to end rthe seorcey of where these syntuels
are disposed.

T ask for your support for HB1IST and srrongly urge a fFavorable Committes report.

Respecrfully,

e i

Sheldon Fishinan
Q013 1 dammcton e
Silver ﬂlhriﬂg_ MATY M2
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| "Our members have lound many applications
for end of life turf that are commonly [ound in
the marketplace, and they are ai the [orcront

| “Where do the millions of square feet of

synthetic turf go to die?
The answer: The same place scrap lires went

| before — 1o landfills, to rural and urban
stockpiles and “scattered in ravines, deserts,
woods, and empty lots,” according o a
FarrWarming investigation. Despite frequent
claims by turf manufactorers that synthetic
turf fields are recyclable and environmental by
Inendly, FairWaming found that worn-out
playing fields and playgrounds have limiled
second lives.”

ol technology thal 15 expanding cnd of life
turl applications,” the [Synthetic Turl
Council] statement sud.

hetps:/ S www. marylandma tters.one /2009 /12721 /fields-of-waste arificial i becomes-mounting-disposal
mess,

From: Jodéph Hawkins <ha rmbrownyahoo.com>

Drate: Sun, et 27, 29 a G117 AN

Subject: Exposure to lead-hearing synthete turf (synturf) and poured-in-place (1?11} dre-based playgrounds
Tex: marcelrich@montgomeryeountyind.gov <marc clrich@montgomerycountyind gov

To Whom Tt May Concen:
T am wrting ahour the disproportionate harm caused to children of color, especially black children, by

exposure fo lead-bearing synthetic turt (synturf) and poured-in-place (P17 tire based playprounds. Please
stop the mstallation of bead it these synmef and PTP ‘play’ surfaces!

synrurf and M11° are known to contain lead ro which children are exposed. As the synmuef industey admitted
n Lestitnony 20016, “Yes there s lead in our product.”™ That siuple statement has nor been amended or
retraciod in the neatly four years since it was made by the representatve of this industry.

Children's exposure (o synturt and PTP may be daily, and last for vears, Coneact is close, frequent and
mtentonal, often m high hear, withour disclosure or consent, wften at school—which children are legally
required to attend. For example, a black child who presents with pre-existing elevared BLL is subjected to
harm beyond what other children may expetience from the same surfaces and exposurc.

The Centers for Dhsease Conreol and Prevention (CDC) concluded years ago thar: 1) there is no safe level of
exposure to lead; 2) the effecrs of lead exposure appear to be irreversible; and ) the best solution is to
prevent lead exposure in the firse place. Plaase see the following 2012 CIC publication for deails, “Low
Level Lead Tisposure Harms Children: A Renewed Call for Primary Prevention,” Report of the Advisory
Commitree on Childhood Lead Poisoning
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As a resident of Maryland and Montgomery County, and as noted above, 1 would simply like to “us” stop
cxposing children o lead. We can accomphsh this by: 1) requinng Marpland mnsdichions ro rest thear spnmrf
and PIP surfaces for lead; and 2) if—-when—lead s found mandare jpnsdicoons o remove the lead. Theae
actions will move us a lot further to a place where we are not harming children.

Thank you for your interest in this issuc.
Sincercly,

Joseph Hawkins

6615 Wilson Lane

Brthesda, Maryland 20817
307440007 2
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