Howard County Council Liz Walsh

Vice Chair

George Howard Building District 1

3430 Court House Drive
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043-4392

January 30, 2020

Maryland Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee
2 West

Miller Senate Office Building

Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 184: University of Maryland, Baltimore - Study on the Health
Effects of Air Traffic Noise

Dear Esteemed Committee Members,

I urge your support of Senate Bill 184, a bill to fund a much-needed study of the health impacts of air traffic noise
post NextGen implementation. We are grateful to Dr. Lam for recognizing this issue and its consequences on the
tens of thousands of people who live under this sky highway.

The members of the Howard County Council hear from constituents frequently about this issue; they are truly
suffering from excessive noise exposure, everyday, 24/7. The newly concentrated flight path put into place over
portions of Howard, Anne Arundel and Baltimore Counties goes directly over schools, parks, lakes and trails,
wildlife areas, shopping, and affordable housing, as well as the most densely populated areas of Howard County.
This is a serious widespread issue that must be addressed by our elected leaders.

In response to these concerns, the Howard County Council has passed both a bill and a resolution about this issue.
Three years ago, the Council unanimously passed a bill authorizing the Office of Law to pursue legal action
against the FAA for its failure to follow the federal rules prior to implementation of Next Gen; one year ago, an
entirely new Council unanimously passed a resolution confirming our support of the County’s legal actions. In
addition, the County Council has appointed a Council member, Deb Jung, to directly represent the Council on the
BWI Metroplex Roundtable. Excessive, frequent plane noise is an equal opportunity annoyance to everyone who
is unfortunate enough to live under this sky highway, wreaking havoc on Republicans and Democrats alike. This
is truly a nonpartisan issue.

Not only have local and state officials been addressing this issue, members of Congress just sent a letter to the
FAA expressing their displeasure with NextGen and their concern about health and pollution concerns. Below is
an excerpt from that correspondence:
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The FAA claims that other operational benefits such as increased safety have also been achieved, but,
according to the report, this claim remains unsubstantiated because the "FAA has not established a
process to measure or track these additional operational benefits because it states these benefits are
difficult to quantify." It is also important to note that the FAA has yet to quantify the harm to health
and property that the NextGen program has created for residents and wildlife living beneath
concentrated flight paths.

We are concerned that the NextGen program has failed to meet the bare minimum standards for
success. Currently, the FAA continues to introduce and implement concentrated flight procedures
with Performance Based Navigation throughout the country. The FAA boasts profits for airlines,
shipping companies, and other industry stakeholders!”, but the burden of noise, health risks, and
declining property values falls on the backs of hard-working Americans. We urge the FAA to fast-
track the development of new flight paths in all Metroplexes and at other airports with NextGen
procedures that will significantly disperse air traffic and raise aircraft altitudes.

Researchers in the area of noise exposure have recognized the broad medical consequences of excessive noise for
many years. High levels of exposure to aircraft noise have been linked to the development of serious physical
and mental health conditions, including cardiovascular diseases and anxiety. '

As one researcher noted,

WHO estimated that in high-income western European countries (population about 340 million
people), at least 1 million healthy life-years (disability-adjusted life-years) are lost every year
because of environmental noise (figure 2).>

Airplane noise is uniquely disruptive; it can be heavily tilted towards low frequencies and may not be
appropriately assessed by regulations based on the A-weighting (Decibels). Moreover, low frequencies persist for

longer distances and the amount of sound transmitted inside buildings is higher at low frequencies.

It is clear that airplane noise has negative consequences on human health. This bill will help us understand the
myriad of impacts of NextGen, providing the State with the information it needs to address this issue.

Thank you for this opportunity to share with you my reasons for supporting SB184. I hope that you do, too.

Very Truly Yours,

gz

Liz Walsh, Vice Chair, Howard County Council, District 1

' “The T rade-off between Optimizing Flight Patterns and Human Health: A Case Study of Aircraft Noise in Queens, NY US”

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public health, Zafar Zafari, Boshen Jiao, Brian Will, Shukai Li and Peter
Alexander Muennig

2 Auditory and Non-Auditory Effects Of Noise On Health

Dr. Mathias Basner, MD,Wolfgang Babisch,PhD, Prof Adrian Davis,PhD, Mark Brink, PhD, Charlotte Clark, PhD, Sabine Janssen,
PhD Published: October 30,2013 DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/S014-6736(13)61613-X
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Congress of the Uniteh States

Edlashinmton, B 20510
Creceember 20, 20149

Hon. Blephen M. THckeon
Audmminislealor

Federal Aviation Administeatien
RO Tedependones Aveonie SW
Washingliom, THZ 2058 |-G

Thenr Administrator Dickson:

We are ariting oo behalf of andieds of thowswds of Americans who continve to suffey the
cffeots of the FAA s NexbGen program.

As you know, since its intrnduetion of Maroplexes in 2010, the FAA has concenirated Aight
paibs over nelghbothoods, schools, and nutivngl monunents in erder to rnake the pirspace more
efficient. This hewvy air tzaffic produees conslant naise and particnlate mutler that has et to be deemed
safe by the FAA or any uther puvernment agency, The noise created by the fioquency of Mights — o
some areas beginning befins 600 a.m. and cantibuing every few minwtes until midnight or later — hos
had a devastating impact on residents” yualily of life. The FAA has yet 1o make any sipnifican chunges
tn the disruptive flight paths. In fact, comomunilies, cities and states aronnd the country, including in and
around the Discrict of Columbia, Pheeniy, Boston, San Francisen, Los Angeles, Seattle, Denver, oew
York, and the State of Maryland, have laken legal petion as & rosnlt of the I'AA"S faflure to adequatcly
address commmnity suneemes,

A repoet ¥ che LS, Depariment of Transportation’s Office of Invpecior General date] Avygusl
27, 2019 entitled FAA Ter dhede Progress in Implemeritivgr fts Medroplex Progrem. b Bemefiix for
Airspace Lirers Have Fallen Shoct of Especiations iiaes setipus questions abuul the =fficacy of the
EAA%s NuxiCn propram. Amane these coreerns arc limited estimates ol gonual beocfits, inaccurate
intorraation published by fhe FAA about the advanisges ol Perfonmance Based Mavignion, sad
inadeduate docimnmentad avidence oo tea st Peteboes. :

According to the section of the repott antitled “victroplox Benedits Lo Airspacs Usors Have
Fallen Woall Ehont of Predictions. and There 13 Mo Consensus on Actvs] Boncfits Achisved” the FAA
culirnates that MextUen implementotion has aaved girlines ondy $31.1 millian annually, which is reuohly
halt of 16 initial coinisuuh egiimate. Ofthe seven cotnpleted Mebuplex locations, ondy o achieved fiel
savinpgs benefit expectations, Uven more sonceming, fie FAA published conllicting informarion about
these savings on it websitc, ¥For example —

“[The] FAA has posted the benefits eatimate od $2 0 million fom the design team for Morlherd
. Calitornia rather than the negative §7. 7 million benefits, even thiogh this s a completed

sfic, .. Leclearly or inaceurately reporting MWelroplex bene [tz limits Congress and the |

Ereparicnent’ s alaliby 1 asseas the propreas of the prog sa i purpoaes ol providing and

sllocnfing funds, and industrs siakehalders meer not be able to rely on TAA reporied benciits o

gffmelively plan Tor e Investnonds required to equip afecealt operating in the NAS [Nativnol

Airapace Hysiem)|.” !
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TheFAA clamz that other operational bencfics such a: incveased safery hawve alsa been achieved,
‘aut, aeconding to the roport, this caaien ronsaing unsibetantiatad becanie the “TA A las ngr egtablizined o
ArDLESs Lo megane or irad Uaese additional operatioaal benafits becanse o staies these boeneils e
diMicut] ha quanlaly " 15 i gleoe Eaperiam to aoke thac the FAA has vet to quantii che hamo wo bealth and
arppytiv ko by Mex|Gen arogearm: bas ereated for residents and wildlite living beneath concentrated
Might puths.

Wi are cuncermned hal the MoxtGGen pragram has tailed to meet the bave minimun standards for
suceezs, Correnfly, the FAA continmes 1o Lnareduse and noplement vonvepluled 1lichl procedures with
Perleamaheg Bused Muvigation NMuoongnowt the counTy, The FAS boasts profits for airlines, shioping
vorniparies, und olker industry stk eholdars 1 bol e burden of noise, Bealfh risks, and iitt].i:‘li.]i;‘__g
propey values falis co the backs of hamd-workiog Americans. We urge the TA A o fast-teack the
developnient of now dight paths tnoall Metroplexes and ar atlwer airports with Sexen proceduss tha
will gipni Reanuly disporse aiv fmaltic snd misc aireraft altitodes.

We womld epparzeiate your woviewr of the snelescd repedt and a detailed tioeline o0 your plar
implemnent nroeeleres ik will -nikgate hon i he comemupiies we represoat. We look farwand o your

PLLLOIRT his PRILEE .

Rincerely,

Chris ¥an Fhollen
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