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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of more than 25 

organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in Maryland, 

opposes Senate Bill 853, which would create a “voluntary ethical special education advocate certificate 

program.”  The EAC opposes Senate Bill 853 for several reasons.  First, the purpose of the bill is unclear.  

“Advocate” is not defined, and it is not clear who the bill is intended to encompass.  Second, the bill 

would allow “advocates” who complete a webinar or training module to obtain a certificate of 

completion, but the content and length of the webinar or module are not specified.  There is no reason 

to assume that a person who completes the webinar or training module would, by virtue of having 

received a certificate of completion, have reached any particular level of achievement or would 

automatically be an “ethical special education advocate.”  Third, because the program is voluntary, 

there is no guarantee that “advocates” who may be in need of the training envisioned by Senate Bill 853 

would avail themselves of it.  Senate Bill 853 is vague and would have no practical meaning if enacted.  

In fact, the bill might have the unintended consequence of leading people to believe that an advocate 

who possesses a certificate of completion of the program is more qualified than he or she actually is. For 

these reasons, the EAC opposes Senate Bill 853. 

For more information, please contact Leslie Seid Margolis, Chairperson, at 410-727-6352, ext. 2505 or at 

lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Selene Almazan, Selene Almazan Law, LLC 

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, The Parents’ Place of Maryland 

Linda Barton, Ms.Ed., Education Consultant 

Elizabeth Benevides, Howard County Autism Society 

Ellen A. Callegary, Law Offices of Ellen A. Callegary, P.A. 

Michelle Davis, ABCs for Life Success 

Jennifer Engel Fisher, Weinfeld Education Group 

Lisa Frank, Special Kids Company 

Ann Geddes, Maryland Coalition of Families 
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Morgan Durand Horvath, Abilities Network 

Nicole Joseph, Law Offices of Nicole Joseph 

Rosemary Kitzinger & Marjorie Guldan, Bright Futures, LLC 
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Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland 
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Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center 

Melissa Riccobono, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland/Maryland Parents of Blind Children 

Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism 

Sarah Ruth, Parent Advocacy Consortium 

Lori Scott, The Arc Maryland 

Monica Simpkins, Learning Disabilities Association of Maryland 

Karleen Spitulnik, Decoding Dyslexia Maryland 

Ronnetta Stanley, Loud Voices Together 

Wayne Steedman, Steedman Law Group, LLC 

Maureen van Stone, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute 

Jessica Williams, Education Due Process Solutions, LLC 

 

 


