
 
 

Contact:  James W. McKitrick, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services 

Jamesw.mckitrick@maryland.gov ♦ 443-510-5013 
 

March 4, 2020 

 

The Honorable Paul G. Pinsky 

Chair, Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee 

2 West Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, MD  21401 

 

The Honorable Cheryl C. Kagan 

Vice Chair, Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee 

2 West Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, MD  21401 

 

 

RE:  Support with Amendments – SB 867 – Allegany County and Garrett County – Definition of “Tree Expert” - 

Alteration 

 

Dear Chair Pinsky, Vice Chair Kagan and Committee Members:  

 

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is providing information on Senate Bill 867. The bill adds additional 

language to the tree expert definition to exempt those that have for the immediate preceding three years participated in a 

Master Logging program, been engaged in timber harvesting, carries licensed tree expert insurance, received compensation 

for tree care work on private property and only apply to those who perform work in two Allegany and Garrett counties.     

 

The Maryland Tree Expert Law is a consumer protection law that requires any person that conducts tree care work and 

removals to obtain a license and insurance for tree care work. The Maryland Forest Service licenses tree experts as well as 

investigates complaints against both licensed and unlicensed tree workers. To obtain a license, a person must have three 

year’s work experience under a Maryland Licensed Tree Expert or two years of college courses in order to take the licensing 

exam. Once passed, the person must provide proof of insurance for tree work to receive the license. It is a renewable two-

year license if the licensee obtains eight continuing education credits during the two years. The Maryland Forest Service 

also investigates complaints filed by homeowners against licensed and unlicensed tree workers. These complaints can 

result in the suspension of a tree expert license or a police citation against an unlicensed tree worker. There are currently 

1300 Maryland Licensed Tree Experts. 

 

Forest Product Operator License is required for any person engaged in forest product businesses, including timber 

harvesting. It is a renewable, yearly license with no exam. The bill incorrectly identifies the University of Maryland 

Extension’s Maryland-Delaware Master Logger Program, a training program that requires a logger to complete 16 hours 

of online training. The program has reciprocity with the surrounding states. Per the online directory, there are 150 Master 

Loggers, who have completed the training, in Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and Delaware. Of the 

current Forest Product Operators, 33 have also Master Loggers.     

 

The bill will increase competition among licensed tree experts, exempted individuals and illegal tree workers in Allegany 

and Garrett Counties. This may lead to confusion for consumers on who can perform work in Maryland legally since the 

exempted individuals will not have a license. It will make investigating consumer complaints difficult.                

[over] 



 

 

The Department suggests amending the bill to add an additional prerequisite for the exam. This will enable those meeting 

this prerequisite to take the exam and obtain a license to show potential customers, and the Maryland Forest Service can 

continue to provide consumer protection for homeowners and enforce against unlicensed tree care workers.  

 

For these reasons, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources respectfully submits to the Committee this information 

on Senate Bill 867.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

James W. McKitrick 

Director, Legislative and Constituent Services 

 

 

 


