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Thank you for the opportunity to present Senate Bill 464: Commemorative Days — Maryland Voting Equity
Reform Day. This bill designates the fourth Tuesday in October as a commemorative day in celebration of
voting reform in Maryland.

In 1986, the Maryland Constitution was amended to remove the requirement that all county commissioners and
council members be elected through at-large voting. Statewide, at-large voting effectively disenfranchised our
minority and rural populations.

Ten men from Northern Dorchester County led the effort to amend the Maryland Constitution in 1986. Senate
Bill 464 celebrates and commemorates the efforts of these men. In addition, this bill celebrates voting equity for
our minority and rural citizens across Maryland.

I respectfully ask for a favorable report of Senate Bill 464. Thank you.

Best Regards,

Senator Addie Eckardt



