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Dear Chairman Barve and members of the committee,  
 
I worked in risk evaluation at the EPA for 25 years. I am the author of six books and hundreds of articles, 
many of which recount my experience at the EPA.  
 
My employment at the EPA has given me insight into the unfortunate tug-of-war between policy based on 
science and policy based on politics. The failure of the EPA to ban chlorpyrifos is an example of politics 
winning over public health.  
 
The neurotoxin chlorpyrifos is related to chemical warfare agents. It affects the brain in deleterious ways: 
causing dizziness, confusion, autism, lower IQ, difficulties in remembering and learning, and death. In the 
1990s, EPA had reached partial cancellation agreements with the registrant of chlorpyrifos due to 
compelling information that these neurotoxic pesticides damage the developing nervous system of 
fetuses, infants and children. In 2006, chlorpyrifos was among 20 pesticides scheduled for renewal 
required by the 1996 law, the Food Quality Protection Act. At that time, EPA Union Presidents and 
scientists signed the following to the EPA administrator: 
 
“Our colleagues in the Pesticide Program feel besieged by political pressure exerted by Agency of 
officials perceived to be too closely aligned with the pesticide industry and former EPA officials now 
representing the pesticide and agricultural community; and by the US Department of Agriculture through 
their Office of Pest Management Policy. Equally alarming is the belief among managers in the Pesticide 
and Toxics Programs that regulatory decisions should only be made after reaching full consensus with the 
regulated pesticide and chemicals industry.  
Administrator Johnson, we ask that you adhere to your pledge to protect the public health of our nation’s 
infants and children, ensure that final tolerance reassessment decisions are unbiased by outside political 
influences, and that any decisions be based on a transparent and complete database in conformity with the 
law, sound science, and our principles of scientific integrity. Until EPA can state with scientific 
confidence that these pesticides will not harm the neurological development of our nation’s born and 
unborn children, there is no justification to continue to approve the use of the remaining [neurotoxic] OP 
[organophosphate] and carbamate pesticides.” 
 
It is a tragedy that the EPA is still unable to protect the public from chlorpyrifos. Muzzling EPA scientists 
and ordering EPA to keep chlorpyrifos in the market is a straightforward crime of willfully poisoning 
children all over the country. 
 
The rule of law, science and public health are not abstractions. They go to the core of civilization. The 
rule of law protects societies from anarchy. Science distinguish civilized people from barbarians. It’s our 
cherished legacy from Aristotle and the Greeks. Public health is of existential import. We must not allow 
the crippling of our future generation by chlorpyrifos. I wholeheartedly support the passage of Senate Bill 
300 to ban chlorpyrifos in Maryland. 
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