DAVID FRASER-HIDALGO, CHAIR

JOSELINE A. PENA-MELNYK, VICE-CHAIR

GABRIEL ACEVERO, TREASURER

JESSE T. PIPPFY, SECRETARY

CESIAH FUENTES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MEMBERS

ALFRED CARR

ALICE CAIN

ALONZO WASHINGTON
ANNE HEALEY
ARIANA B. KELLY
BEN BARNES

BONNIE CULLISON
BROOKE LIERMAN
CAROL L. KRIMM
CHARLOTTE CRUTCHFIELD
CHERYL KAGAN
CRAIG ZUCKER
DAVID MOON

DIANA FENNELL
EMILY SHETTY

EREK BARRON

ERIC LUEDTKE
GERALDINE VALENTINO-SMITH
HEATHER BAGNALL
J. SANDY BARTLETT
JAMES ROSAPEPE
JARED SOLOMON
JAZZ LEWIS

JEFF WALDSTREICHER
JEN TERRASA

JESSICA FELDMARK
JHEANELLE WILKINS
JIM GILCHRIST

JULIE PALAKOVICH CARR
JULIAN IVEY

KAREN LEWIS YOUNG
KEN KERR

LESLEY LOPEZ

LiLY Q1

LORIG CHARKOUDIAN
MAGGIE MCINTOSH
MALCOLM AUGUSTINE
MARC KORMAN
MARY A. LEHMAN
MARY WASHINGTON
MIKE ROGERS
NICOLE WILLIAMS
PAMELA QUEEN
REGINA T. BOYCE
ROBBYN LEWIS
SHANE PENDERGRASS
SHELLY HETTLEMAN
STEPHANIE SMITH
SUSAN C. LEE
TERRIHILL

VAUGHN STEWART
WANIKA FISHER
WILL SMITH

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE LATINO CAUCUS

Lowe House Office Building, 6 Bladen Street, Room 200 - Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Phone 410-841-3374 | 301-858-3374  8o0-492-7122 Ext. 3374 * Fax 410-841-3342 | 301-858-3342
latino.caucus@house.state.md.us - www.mdlatinocaucus.org

TO: Delegate Kumar P. Barve, Chair
Delegate Dana Stein, Vice Chair
Environment and Transportation Committee Members

FROM: Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus (MLLC)

RE: HB973 Vehicle Laws - Violations Involving Pedestrians or Bicyclists -
Penalties (Pedestrian Safety Act of 2020)

The MLLC supports HB973 Vehicle Laws - Violations Involving Pedestrians
or Bicyclists - Penalties (Pedestrian Safety Act of 2020)

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting
legislation which improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is
a voice in the development of public policy affecting the Latino community and the
state of Maryland. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to express our support
of HB973.

Maryland has seen a rise in pedestrian-involved traffic accidents in recent years. The
Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) reported that in 2017, 92% of pedestrian-
involved crashes in Maryland resulted in injury or death. According to a Governors
Highway Safety Association’s 2018 data report, our state was ranked fourteenth
nationwide for pedestrian fatalities. The State must focus on ensuring commutes are
safe, so that people are not risking their lives to go to school or work.

In addition, metropolitan areas in Baltimore City, Prince George’s and Montgomery
County, have higher rates of pedestrian-involved crashes. These are areas that have
large populations of minorities and immigrants, who rely on walking and public
transportation. This makes them more likely to be involved in a fatal pedestrian
accident. A state that commits to increasing pedestrian safety puts the people they
serve as a priority.

HB973 mandates an increase in the minimum fines for various traffic violations,
such as failing to stop, or yield to pedestrians. It apportions the revenue from each
fine to the Pedestrian Safety Fund, which the state would use to prioritize enhancing
safety in locations near schools and bus stops. It is time for Maryland to commit
itself to pedestrian safety, so that all communities are safe.

The MLLC supports this bill and urges a favorable report on HB973.



