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February 5, 2020 

Senate Bill 131 

State Highways – Commercial Signs in Rights–of–Way – Penalties 

Senate Finance Committee 

 

Position: FAVORABLE 

 

Anne Arundel County SUPPORTS Senate Bill 131 State Highways – Commercial Signs in 
Rights–of–Way – Penalties. This Bill would increase the maximum civil penalty applicable to a 
violation for  affixing a commercial sign to a State highway sign, signal, or marker in the State 
highway right–of–way. 

Illegal signs affixed to State highway signs, signals, and markers in state highway rights of way 
are not only an aesthetic problem, but a public safety problem as well. Illegal signs distract 
drivers, obscure traffic control measures, and impede bicyclists and pedestrians, all which 
increase the risk of accidents and injuries. Increasing the maximum civil penalty for persons who 
violate the prohibition on illegally affixing commercial signs to State highway signs, signals, and 
markers will help deter a practice which diminishes the safety of all who travel our public 
roadways. 

Accordingly, Anne Arundel County requests a FAVORABLE report on Senate Bill 131. 

 

 

 

 

Peter Baron, Government Affairs Officer Phone: 443.685.5198 Email: exbaro99@aacounty.org 
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Written Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 131 

 

 

Madam Chair and members of the Finance Committee, I am here to introduce and voice my support for 

Senate Bill 131 – State Highways – Commercial Signs in Rights-of-Way – Penalties.    

 

Senate Bill 131 would increase the maximum civil penalty applicable to a violation for affixing a 

commercial sign to a State highway sign, signal, or marker in the State highway right-of-way to $100 per 

commercial sign affixed and would clarify certain language establishing a civil penalty for a violation of 

the prohibition against placing or maintaining commercial signs in a State highway right-of-way. 
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
 

NATHAN VOLKE 

Third District 

 

P.O. Box 2700 • Annapolis, Maryland 21404 

Annapolis Phone: 410-222-2413• Fax: 410-222-1755 

Email: nathan.volke@aacounty.org 

 

February 5, 2020 

 

The Honorable Bryan Simonaire 

Maryland State Senate 

James Senate Office Building 

11 Bladen St., Room 320 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

 

 

Re: Support for SB131 - State Highways – Commercial Signs in Rights-of-Way – Penalties 

 

Dear Senator Simonaire, 

 

On behalf of myself, Councilman Nathan Volke, I am writing to support the Senate Bill 131 to 

reduce the commercial signs that are presently in right of ways. This has been an ongoing issues 

for years in my district and others. This bill would align with keeping our roads and highways 

clean, reduce visual distractions for drivers and make our roadways safer.  

 

We thank you for taking the appropriate action and hope the delegation will consider this bill to 

keep the citizens of our community and state safe.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

The Honorable Nathan Volke  

 

 

  

 

  


