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Testimony for Senate Bill 541
Mental Health - Involuntary Admissionas™ Procedures

Thank you for the opportun Senate Bill 541 - Mental Health - Involuntary Admissions —
Procedures. This proposed legislation would allow psychiatric nurse practitioners to perform the initial
examination of involuntary patients, as well as allow psychiatric nurse practitioners to testify at the subsequent
hearing. The acute shortage of psychiatrists across the State and the Eastern Shore necessitates this bill.

Allowing psychiatric nurse practitioners to complete these duties will expedite treatment. Psychiatric nurse
practitioners are already able to perform the same examinations of voluntary patients. Due to current laws,
however, some involuntary patients are turned away and released because of the lack of psychiatrists.

Under this bill, examination of the involuntarily admitted individual is required within 24 hours, however a
psychiatric nurse practitioner would be authorized to make this examination. The nurse practitioner may also
testify at the involuntary admission administrative hearing within 10 days.

This legislation addresses the growing need for behavioral health services and the shortage of psychiatrists. For
these reasons, I respectfully ask for a favorable report of Senate Bill 541. Thank you.

enator Addie Eckardt



