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Chair Kelley, Vice Chair Feldman, and Members of the Committee, please be
advised that the Baltimore City Administration (BCA) supports Senate Bill (SB) 669.

In Maryland in 2018, over 63 million prescription drugs were filled.! Prescription
drugs prices remain a major concern for all Americans and Marylanders and it is easy to
see why. On a per capita basis, adjusting for inflation, drug spending increased from $90
in 1960 to $1,025 in 2017.2 More than half of all adults over 65 report taking four or
more prescriptions, but one in five report not taking their full drug regimen due to cost.?

The formation of the first-of-its-kind Maryland Prescription Drug Affordability
Board was an enormously positive step, but now it is time to make sure they can do their
job.* In January, the Board—which is made up of world experts in health economics and
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policy— met and began to discuss future directions of their work.> Dr. Gerard Anderson
of Johns Hopkins stated that the main categories for investigation are high-cost specialty
drugs, widespread common drugs (i.e. insulin), and drugs with a sudden price hike.®

These particular targets of concentration are excellent. According to the Kaiser
Family Foundation, costly new specialty drugs were the major driver of recent spikes in
health spending.” And in the case of insulin, drug manufacturers have continually pledged
to “do something” about the unaffordable prices of the drug that was discovered in 1922,
but they have provided little more than small patches to the problem.®

We have all heard the harrowing stories of people becoming ill or dying due to
drug affordability problems. This is unacceptable in our great state and our Prescription
Drug Affordability Board can present real solutions to these problems. We must make
sure they are adequately funded in order to do the best work possible.

We respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 669.
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