
TESTIMONY   IN   SUPPORT   OF   BILL   #SB0917  
  

Transport   of   a   Body   After   Anatomical   Gift   -   Gift   -   Prohibition  
 

Date:    March   5,   2020  
  
From:    Students   at   the   Johns   Hopkins   University   Schools   of   Medicine   and   Public   Health  
  
To:    Chair   Delores   G.   Kelley   and   Members   of   the   Senate   Finance   Committee  
  
Re:    SUPPORT   FOR   BILL#SB0917  
 

We   are   students   at   Johns   Hopkins   University   School   of   Medicine   and   Public   Health   writing   in  
support   of    SB   0917,   which   would   prohibit   charging   transportation   fees   to   claim   a   body.  

As   medical   and   public   health   students,   we   entered   school   knowing   that   we   would   learn  
through   the   generosity   of   others,   including   the   use   of   their   bodies   for   us   to   learn   intricate   anatomical  
details.   We   were   prepared   to   dissect   cadavers,   however,   we   were   not   prepared   to   learn   that   we’d   be  
part   of   a   centuries-long   Maryland   tradition   of   exploiting   the   bodies   of   the   less   fortunate   for   the   benefit  
of   medical   science.   Some   of   the   bodies   medical   students   in   this   state   dissect   come   from   individuals  
who   passed   away   with   no   one   to   claim   them,   and   some   simply   had   families   who   could   not   afford   to  
claim   them   from   the   state.   These   individuals   are   low-income,   marginalized,   and   sometimes  
experiencing   homelessness.  

All   bodies   are   legally   required   to   be   transported   to   a   funeral   home   or   the   State   Anatomy  
Board   within   72   hours   of   death.   This   timeline   means   that   bodies   may   be   transported   before   the  
family   even   knows   that   their   family   member   has   passed   away.   In   such   a   circumstance,   being   asked  
to   pay   for   surprising   transportation   fees   can   make   it   difficult   or   impossible   for   families   to   receive   and  
bury   their   loved   one.   On   such   a   short   time   frame,   families   may   not   have   the   opportunity   to   claim   their  
family   member,   much   less   come   up   with   transportation   fees.   These   fees,   on   top   of   the   already   high  
costs   of   funeral   services,   may   prevent   families   from   being   able   to   bury   their   dead.   Families  
throughout   Maryland   have   expressed   concern   that   their   lack   of   funds   may   cause   their   loved   one   to  
become   property   of   the   state.[i],[ii],[iii]  

We   believe   that   all   Marylanders   should   be   given   the   opportunity   to   bury   their   loved   ones,   and  
that   transportation   fees   should   not   prohibit   family   members   from   acquiring   the   body.   Therefore,   we  
ask   you   to   support   SB0197.  
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