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Dear Chair Pendergrass: 

The Maryland Board of Nursing (Board) is submitting this letter of opposition for HB0464 - 
Public Health - Overdose and Infectious Disease Prevention Services Program. This bill 
authorizes the establishment of an Overdose and Infectious Disease Prevention Services Program 
by a community-based organization. The bill requires a program to provide a location supervised 
by health care professionals or other trained staff where drug users can consume preobtained 
drugs. The program will also provide for distribution of sterile injection supplies and collection 
of used needles and syringes. Health care providers will need to educate program participants 
about safe injection practices, monitor participants for potential overdose and administer rescue 
medications as needed. The bill prohibits Board disciplinary action against a licensee or 
certificate holder for involvement in the operation or use of the program services.

The Board opposes HB 464 because this bill is in direct conflict with existing laws governing 
those regulated by the Board. Specifically, 10.27.19.02 C: "A nurse may not engage in behavior 
that dishonors the profession whether or not acting in the capacity of a licensed nurse, including 
but not limited to: 
(8) Using, possessing, supplying, administering or attempting to use, possess, supply, or
administer prescription drugs or controlled dangerous substances without valid medication
indication."

COMAR 10.39 .07 .02 C (7) provides identical language for certificate holders. Additionally, 
nurse or certificate holders employed by these programs would be subject to Board disciplinary 
action because the regulations impose an ethical duty on licensees and certificate holders to 
inform the Board regarding unethical conduct by another licensed nurse, 10.27.19.02 A (8) or 
certificate holder, 10.39.07.02 A (7). 
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