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The Maryland Judiciary opposes Senate Bill 665. This bill requires the court to provide to
the parties in a certain action certain information regarding a custody evaluator in the
jurisdiction.

This bill is unnecessary. Maryland Rule 9-205.3 defines the role of custody evaluators. If
one is needed in a case, the parties will be directed to one. It is unclear what the proposed
enactment would address, as the courts’ Differentiated Case Management plans currently
incorporate custody evaluations. Furthermore, it is not evident why the court would need
to provide this information to parties in child support actions. In addition, there are
jurisdictions that do not currently have custody evaluators who live or work in the
jurisdiction so providing this information would be problematic. Finally, it is not
appropriate for the court to investigate and provide the cost of a custody evaluator.
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