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The Maryland Judiciary opposes Senate Bill 949. This bill would amend Md. Code.
Ann., Family Law Article § 2-301 by prohibiting individuals under 18 from marrying.
The bill provides an exception for individuals who are 17 years old and the other party to
be married is not more than 4 years older, if the minor obtains an order from the court
authorizing the minor to marry. The court upon receiving said petition must 1) appoint a
lawyer to represent the minor; 2) set an evidentiary hearing; 3) provide the minor with
information on the rights and responsibilities of marrying, referral information for legal
aid agencies and information on state and national hotlines for child abuse, domestic
violence, and human trafficking. At the hearing the court must conduct an In Camera
interview with the minor, separate from their parents or guardians and intended spouse.
After the hearing, the court may issue an order granting the minor to marry if the court
makes written certain specific findings. The court may not grant the petition if the court
determines other certain specific findings.

This bill adds a court process to determine whether the marriage can occur. A trial to
establish whether a minor can get married, and exploring their intentions makes a
difficult premise untenable. This process could easily lead to warring parents taking
opposite views, resulting in protracted litigation over whether the child can marry. In
addition, it is not clear what standard of proof is required in this bill. Current law states
clearly the requirements for marriage of a person under 18 years old.
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