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HB 910 
Criminal Law - Untraceable Firearms 

OPPOSE 
 
 

The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the populace alarmed (and hence clamorous 
to be led to safety) by menacing it with an endless series of hobgoblins, all of them 
imaginary. 

H. L. Mencken 
 
All large percentage of firearms manufactured prior to 1968 do not have serial numbers, 
and never did. This fact has never caused any concern among law enforcement agencies 
or been identified as an impediment to the investigative process. 
 
The simple truth is that serial numbers are most useful in returning stolen firearms to the 
last legitimate owner of record. Once a firearm enters the illegal market, the tracing trail 
goes cold. Several sessions ago, high ranking officers in the Baltimore City Police 
Department admitted they could not recall a single instance wherein a firearm used in a 
crime, was in the possession of the firearm’s legitimate owner at the time of the crime. 
 
Attached to this testimony are the results of 2A Maryland’s Public Information Act (PIA) 
request for information on so-called untraceable firearms. The PIA was sent to the 
following law enforcement agencies: 
 

• Anne Arundel County Police Department 
• Baltimore City Police Department 
• Baltimore County Police Department 
• Maryland State Police 
• Montgomery County Police Department 
• Prince George’s County Police Department 

 
The PIA asked for various information including the following (numbers shown below 
reflect the numbers in the attached PIA): 
 
2. Firearms used in crime which had serial numbers removed or otherwise obliterated. 
Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle). 

mailto:2A@2AMaryland.org
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3. Firearms used in crime which never had a serial number (e.g. built from commercially 
produced 80% complete receivers) and which were produced by private individuals. Listed 
by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle). 
 
4. Firearms used in crime which never had a serial number, which were produced from raw 
materials by private individuals. Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, 
assault rifle). 
 
5. Firearms used in crime which were produced in whole in in part on a 3D printer of any 
description. Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle). 
 
6. Firearms used in crime which were produced on CNC machinery (other than by a 
licensed firearms manufacturer). Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, 
assault rifle). 
 
The response clearly demonstrate that the criminal use of so-called untraceable firearms 
is so insignificant that none of the law enforcement agencies could provide any data. 
 
It should also be noted that the manufacture of firearms does not require the use of 
sophisticated computer numeric controlled (CNC) machinery, 3D printers or computer 
software. The second attachment documents in photographs, the illegal manufacture of 
fully functioning sub-machineguns in Pakistan by persons using hand tools and only the 
most basic power tools. 
 
HB 910 is an unjustified, politically driven response to a manufactured problem. 
 
We ask for an unfavorable report. 
 
John H. Josselyn, Director 
2A Maryland 
February 26, 2020 
 
Attachments (2) 
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2A MARYLAND 
 

 
 
 
January 10, 2019 

PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 
PIAs SENT TO: 
 
Anne Arundel County Police Department Maryland State Police 

Baltimore City Police Department  Montgomery County Police Department 

Baltimore County Police Department Prince George’s County Police Department 

 
Dear: 
 
Under the Maryland Public Information Act I hereby respectfully request the following firearms 
data and information for the years 2013 through 2018: 
 

1. Firearms used in crime and recovered. Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, 
shotgun, assault rifle). 
 

2. Firearms used in crime which had serial numbers removed or otherwise obliterated. 
Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle). 
 

3. Firearms used in crime which never had a serial number (e.g. built from commercially 
produced 80% complete receivers) and which were produced by private individuals. 
Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle). 
 

4. Firearms used in crime which never had a serial number, which were produced from raw 
materials by private individuals. Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, 
assault rifle). 
 

5. Firearms used in crime which were produced in whole in in part on a 3D printer of any 
description. Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle). 

 
6. Firearms used in crime which were produced on CNC machinery (other than by a licensed 

firearms manufacturer). Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault 
rifle). 

 
7. Firearms used in crimes by year and type, which were used by the registered owner during 

the commission of the crime. Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, 
assault rifle). 
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8. Firearms used in crimes by year and type, which were used by someone other than the 
registered owner during the commission of the crime. Listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, 
revolver, shotgun, assault rifle). 
 

9. Firearms used in crimes by year and type listed by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, 
shotgun, assault rifle) which were stolen and subsequently returned to the lawful owner. 

 
10. Firearms purchased in gun “buy back” operations between 2000 and 2018 inclusive. 

Listed by type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle) and which were reported by 
the lawful owner as stolen. 
 

11. Firearms purchased in gun “buy back” operations between 2000 and 2018 inclusive, listed 
by year and type (rifle, pistol, revolver, shotgun, assault rifle) which were reported by the 
lawful owner as stolen, or determined to be stolen, and which were returned to the lawful 
owner. 
 

12. Your Departmental Policy and Procedures for returning stolen and subsequently 
recovered firearms to the lawful owner of record. 

 
For the purpose of this request, the data requested on firearms is for numbers only. No serial 
numbers or descriptive information beyond the type of firearms listed above is requested. Data 
in Excel electronic format, if possible, would be most helpful. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
John H. Josselyn 
410-733-4848 
jhjosselyn@2AMaryland.org 



















From: Ernest Reitz
To: jhjosselyn@2AMaryland.org
Cc: Vickie Wash
Subject: Public Information Request, #NR19-39
Date: Monday, June 17, 2019 12:57:47 PM
Attachments: MPIA #NR19-39.docx

Evidence Retention Field Manual.docx

Hello Mr. Josselyn,
Thank you for your patience as we queried multiple departments within the Baltimore County Police
Department in an attempt to fulfill your public information request. After speaking to
representatives of our Firearm Interdiction Team, Evidence Management Unit, Forensic Services
Section, and Crime Analysis Units we are unable to provide information for questions one (1)
through eleven (11) of your request because that information is not tracked within our department.
We do not have an existing database that captures the information you are seeking. Question twelve
(12) or your inquiry is available. I have attached a copy of the BCPD Field Manual which governs the
return of seized property (i.e.: firearms). Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any
further questions.
 
Thank you,
Ernest M. Reitz, Esq.
Director, Legal Section
Baltimore County Police Department
700 East Joppa Road
Towson, Maryland 21286
(410) 887-2211
(410) 887-4933 (fax)
ereitz@baltimorecountymd.gov

 

 

CONNECT WITH BALTIMORE COUNTY

www.baltimorecountymd.gov

mailto:ereitz@baltimorecountymd.gov
mailto:jhjosselyn@2AMaryland.org
mailto:vwash@baltimorecountymd.gov
mailto:ereitz@baltimorecountymd.gov
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/baltcogov
https://twitter.com/BaltCoGov
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/News/BaltimoreCountyNow
https://www.youtube.com/user/BaltimoreCounty
https://www.flickr.com/photos/baltimorecounty
https://www.linkedin.com/company/baltimore-county-government
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/


Request Response Notes 
(1)Firearms used in crime and 
recovered.  

This data is not tracked.  FIT only tracks the guns their 
section comes into contact with, 
not all guns used in crime. Neither 
the Crime Analysis nor Evidence 
Management Units track this 
information. 

(2)Firearms used in crime which 
had serial numbers removed or 
obliterated.  

This data is not tracked.  
“ 

(3)Firearms used in crime which 
never had a serial number and 
which were produced by private 
individuals.  

This data is not tracked.   
“ 

(4)Firearms used in crime which 
never had a serial number which 
were produced by raw materials by 
private individuals. 

This data is not tracked.  
“ 

(5)Firearms used in crime which 
were produced in whole or part on 
a 3D printer. 

This data is not tracked.  
“ 

(6)Firearms used in crime which 
were produced on CNC machinery. 

This data is not tracked.  
“ 

(7)Firearms used in crime by year 
and type, which were used by the 
registered owner during the 
commission of a crime. 

This data is not tracked.  
“ 

(8)Firearms used in crime by year 
and type which were used by 
someone other than the registered 
owner during the commission of a 
crime. 

This data is not tracked.  
“ 

(9)Firearms used in crimes by year 
and type, which were stolen and 
subsequently returned to the 
lawful owner. 

This data is not tracked.   
“ 

(10)Firearms purchased in gun ‘buy 
back’ operations between 2013 
and 2018, inclusive. Listed by type 
and were reported by the lawful 
owner as stolen. 

BCPD does not conduct a ‘buy-
back’ program, nor do we track 
data from other jurisdiction ‘buy-
back’ programs.  

 
“ 

(11)Firearms purchased in gun ‘buy 
back’ operations between 2013 
and 2018 inclusive. Listed by year 
and type which were reported by 
the lawful owner as stolen, or 
determined to be stolen, and which 
were returned to the lawful owner. 

See response to #10 above.  
“ 

(12)BCPD policy/procedure for 
returning stolen and subsequently 
recovered firearms to the lawful 
owner of record. 

All stolen firearms are returned to 
lawful owner after a background 
check determines they are 
qualified. 

See Field Manual Section 7-1.2 



Pistol * Rifle Shotgun Revolver * Derringer * Combination Machinegun Receivers Any other
weapon Other Silencers Total Traced

2012 3024 1897 1515 1482 40 17 14 0 0 19 0 8008
2013 3145 1803 1484 1426 40 13 40 11 0 15 0 7977
2014 3058 1746 1405 1374 55 13 17 28 5 5 0 7706
2015 3554 1690 1426 1362 47 11 6 26 0 5 6 8139
2016 3850 1852 1391 1388 53 0 19 75 0 37 0 8665
2017 3948 1832 1476 1274 47 0 0 32 0 39 0 8648
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Those who were waiting to get their hands on some 3D-printable firearm schematics are in for a 
disappointment: After eight states and the District of Columbia filed a joint lawsuit in federal 
court, a nationwide temporary restraining order was granted to stop the files from being posted 
by a Texas nonprofit called Defense Distributed. 

The distribution of blueprints for 3D-printable guns had previously been classified as illegal 
munitions export, but this May, the State Department announced a plan to amend the 
International Traffic in Arms Regulations regime to move the regulation of certain technical data 
to the jurisdiction of the Commerce Department. In response, 21 state attorneys general sent a 
letter to Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, saying that the 
decision was “deeply dangerous and could have an unprecedented impact on public safety.” 

Regardless, little will change. Defense Distributed founder Cody Wilson first published 
blueprints for a printable gun called the Liberator more than five years ago. The files were 
removed after government demands, but a fundamental feature of the internet is that information 
never disappears. A search engine query can still surface copies of Wilson’s design files on 
internet archives and piracy sites across the web. 

The whole episode mirrors the saga of cryptography, which was also once on the U.S. Munitions 
List. Prior to 1996, encryption software could not legally be exported or distributed. 1 But 
software is just strings of text! Export controls on cryptography became such a joke that 
cryptographers printed a simple encryption script onto T-shirts and wore them in an act of 
defiance. 2  

Firearms are capable of a lot more damage than encryption, but this doesn’t mean we’re ushering 
in a dangerous new era in which nutjobs will be printing semiautomatic weapons from the 
comfort of their homes. There’s a reason we haven’t seen an uptick in the number of crimes 
committed using 3D-printed firearms since the Liberator plans became public five years ago: It’s 
not actually that convenient. Legalizing distribution of the plans will make them more readily 
accessible to amateur gunsmiths, but won't transform 3D-printed guns into formidable weapons. 

Depending on the 3D printer, the parts would take most of a day to complete. This is assuming 
the operator even has access to a precision printer. Entry-level machines can’t form parts with 
the tolerances and temperature control needed to produce a reliable firearm. 

Even if made using today's best 3D printing, the guns still aren’t very good. Any material pliable 
enough to feed through a printer will have trouble surviving the pressure and temperature 
required to propel a bullet at thousands of feet per second. (The instructions accompanying the 
Liberator recommend discarding the barrel after each use.) 3D-printed firearms are a clever idea, 
but not a very practical one. 

The real purpose of Wilson’s blueprints is to dramatize the futility of gun control, much like 
encryption T-shirts were intended to troll those who wanted to ban encryption. Every outrageous 
article warning of a future where anyone can print deadly weapons serves only to validate his 
point and increase the hype around printable guns. Wilson’s Twitter account proudly retweets 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/30/business/downloadable-blueprints-printable-guns.html
https://apnews.com/13ec93b072fd47d4b3874f4bd96224a3/The-Latest:-Judge-blocks-release-of-3D-printed-gun-plans
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2018/07/30/data-allowing-people-to-print-out-their-own-guns-temporarily-blocked-from-internet-in-pa-after-legal-pressure/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2018/07/30/data-allowing-people-to-print-out-their-own-guns-temporarily-blocked-from-internet-in-pa-after-legal-pressure/
https://reason.com/blog/2018/07/28/gun-control-groups-fail-to-scuttle-settl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Export_of_cryptography_from_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Export_of_cryptography_from_the_United_States
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-08-01/3d-printable-guns-are-possible-but-not-good-guns#footnote-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Back
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-08-01/3d-printable-guns-are-possible-but-not-good-guns#footnote-5
https://twitter.com/Radomysisky


every terrifying headline -- His organization couldn’t have bought better advertising if they’d 
wanted to. 3  

Those headlines are overwrought. Yes, sufficiently-determined Americans can print a plastic 
firearm. But it’ll be unreliable and quite likely to misfire and explode. (If you absolutely must 
proceed, consider taking a safety course while waiting for the gun pieces to print.) 

Even if the Supreme Court overturns the temporary injunction, 3D-printable firearms are 
unlikely to catch on anytime soon. It would help if fear-mongerers stopped providing free 
advertising. 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-08-01/3d-printable-guns-are-possible-but-not-good-guns#footnote-4
https://firearmtraining.nra.org/student-courses/
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