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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of more than 25
organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in Maryland,
supports House Bill 718, which would require MSDE to establish a stakeholder advisory group to develop
a reading and dyslexia handbook. The Advisory group would use the best practices cited in the Maryland

Dyslexia Task Force report (2017) as the starting point for the Handbook.

Like 23 other states with reading and dyslexia handbooks, a Maryland handbook would provide
teachers, administrators and parents with state specific, consistent best practices for reading and
dyslexia and would include best practice information on reading instruction, reading screening, reading
interventions for students at risk and public access to information on MSDE’s public website. A majority
of students with IEPs struggle with reading and have reading goals as part of their individualized
education plan (IEP). Teachers, administrators, and parents need a definitive resource on reading
practices and dyslexia practices that are easily located and accessible. For these reasons, the EAC

supports House Bill 718.

For more information, please contact Leslie Seid Margolis, Chairperson, at 410-727-6352, ext. 2505 or at
lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org .

Respectfully submitted,

Selene Almazan, Selene Almazan Law, LLC

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, Parents’ Place of Maryland
Linda Barton, M.Ed., Education Consultant
Elizabeth Benevides, Howard County Autism Society
Michelle Davis, ABCs for Life Success

Jennifer Engel Fisher, Weinfeld Education Group

Lisa Frank, Special Kids Company
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Rosemary Kitzinger and Marjorie Guldan, Bright Futures, LLC
Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland

Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center
Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism

Sarah Ruth, Parent Advocacy Consortium

Monica Simpkins, Learning Disabilities Association of Maryland
Karleen Spitulnik, Decoding Dyslexia Maryland

Ronnetta Stanley, Loud Voices Together

Maureen van Stone, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute

Jessica Williams, Education Due Process Solutions, LLC



