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HB1194- Public Schools- Fees for Summer School Courses- Prohibition
Hearing: February 28, 2020

Chairwoman Kaiser, Vice Chair Washington, and the Members of the Ways and Means
Committee,

HB1194 would prohibit a local school system from charging a student a fee for enrollment in a
summer school course if:

e The student attends a school in the local school district,

o If credit for the course is required for graduation,

e Ifthe student previously took the course, but did not successfully complete or receive
credit.

Maryland has a constitutional mandate to provide a free system out of public schools. Charging
summer school fees for core courses is a conflict with that mandate. A student’s ability to
successfully complete high school- on time- should not be hindered by the cost of summer
school. For students who receive free and reduced meals (FARMS) from their local school
systems, even reduced summer school fees can be expensive. Furthermore, most Maryland
school districts require full payment before a student can even register for a summer course.

This is a straightforward bill that seeks to give every Maryland student, regardless of income, the
support needed to successfully graduate high school and then complete the next level of
education/training. Summer school fee scale range from free to hundreds of dollars per course.
This bill ensures every Maryland student has the education access they need and deserve.

Let’s ensure cost does not become a barrier to students successfully completing high school on
time. I urge you to vote favorably on HB 1194.

Respectfully,
Stephanie Smith



