DAVID FRASER-HIDALGO, CHAIR
JOSELINE A. PENA-MELNYK, VICE-CHAIR

GABRIEL ACEVERO, TREASURER

JESSE T. PIPPY, SECRETARY

CESTAH FUENTES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MEMBERS

ALFRED CARR
ALONZO WASHINGTON
ANNE HEALEY
ARIANA B. KELLY
BEN BARNES
BENJAMIN KRAMER
BONNIE CULLISON
BROOKE LIERMAN
CAROL L. KRIMM
CHARLOTTE CRUTCHFIELD
CHERYL KAGAN
CRAIG ZUCKER

DAVID MOON

DIANA FENNELL
EMILY SHETTY

EREK BARRON

ERIC LUEDTKE

GERALDINE VALENTINO-SMITH

Guy GUZZONE
HEATHER BAGNALL
J. SANDY BARTLETT
JAMES ROSAPEPE
JARED SOLOMON
JAZZ LEWIS

JEFF WALDSTREICHER
JEN TERRASA
JESSICA FELDMARK
JHEANELLE WILKINS
JiLL P. CARTER

JIM GILCHRIST
JULIAN IVEY

JULIE PALAKOVICH CARR
KAREN LEWIS YOUNG
KEN KERR

LESLEY LOPEZ

LiLy Q1

LISA BELCASTRO
LORIG CHARKOUDIAN
MAGGIE MCINTOSH
MALCOLM AUGUSTINE
MARC KORMAN
MARY A. LEHMAN
MARY WASHINGTON
MELISSA WELLS
MIKE ROGERS
NICOLE WILLIAMS
PAMELA BEIDLE
PAMELA QUEEN
REGINA T. BOYCE
RoBBYN LEWIS
SHANE PENDERGRASS
SHANEKA HENSON
SHEILA RUTH
SHELLY HETTLEMAN
STEPHANIE SMITH
SusaN C. LEE

TERRI HILL

VAUGHN STEWART
WANIKA FISHER
WILL SMITH

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE LATINO CAUCUS

Lowe House Office Building, 6 Bladen Street, Room 200 - Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Phone 410-841-3374 | 301-858-3374 - Boo-492-7122 Ext. 3374 - T'ax 410-841-3342 | 301-858-3342
latino.caucus@house.state.md.us - www.mdlatinocaucus.org

TO: Delegate Dereck E. Davis, Chair
Delegate Kathleen M. Dumais, Vice Chair
Economic Matters Committee Members

FROM: Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus (MLLC)

DATE: January 26, 2021

RE: HB97 Department of Housing and Community Development —
Office of Digital Inclusion — Established (Digital Connectivity Act
of 2021)

The MLLC supports HB97 Department of Housing and Community
Development — Office of Digital Inclusion — Established (Digital Connectivity

Act of 2021).

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting
legislation that improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a
crucial voice in the development of public policy that uplifts the Latino community
and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to
express our support of HB97.

In a society where most things operate through websites and applications, internet
access is crucial for most daily activities. Far too many Americans still do not have
access to the technology and affordable high-speed broadband they need to succeed
in today’s economy. High speed internet enables job opportunities, educational
resources, the ability to connect virtually with loved ones, and to make appointments
and consults with healthcare providers.

A vast majority of Maryland’s population has internet service. However, there are
large populations in our state that lack adequate or any internet service. About
324,000 Maryland residents in rural areas do not have access to high-speed internet
and nearly 41% of Baltimore City homes do not have any internet. Additionally,
many Baltimore City households are low-income families that also not own a
computer or laptop. This clear digital divide that also tends to hurt Black and Brown
communities, establishes obstacles for educational attainment, financial growth, and
access to healthcare resources. The legislature can remedy this impediment.

HB97 expands the scope of the Office of Rural Broadband to become a statewide
Office of Digital Connectivity focused on ensuring that all Marylanders, whether
rural or urban, have access to reliable, universal, high-quality, and high-speed
internet service at an affordable price. With our current economic and health crisis,
it is the precise time to find a statewide solution that addresses all Marylanders’
internet needs.

The MLLC supports this bill and urges a favorable report on HB97.


https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-pandemic-broadband-access-20200807-6ugb7j7dkneyvntm7dyvjgydmm-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-pandemic-broadband-access-20200807-6ugb7j7dkneyvntm7dyvjgydmm-story.html
https://abell.org/publications/baltimores-digital-divide-gaps-internet-connectivity-and-impact-low-income-city

