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Chair Pinsky, Vice Chair Kagan, and Members of the Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. On behalf of our members and supporters in Cecil
County and across Maryland, the Humane Society of the United States opposes House Bill 579, which
repeals a repeals a prohibition against using, selling, possessing, setting, placing, or maintaining a snare
trap in Cecil County.

Cecil County is home to amazing public lands such as Fair Hill and Susquehanna State Park, which are
enjoyed by all Marylanders. Cecil County residents and visitors from across Maryland and outside our
state should not have to worry about snare traps that can kill dogs and injure children who inadvertently
cross out of the park onto surrounding private lands.

Snare traps are inhumane and cause immense suffering

A snare trap, also referred to as a cable restraint, is a

loop of wire, stranded wire, or wire rope that is

designed to ensnare an animal by the neck or leg.

Snares cut into an animal’s skin and can become

deeply embedded, causing lacerations and tissue

damage, and result in pain, injury, and even death. ’
Animals captured in snares are known to frantically

chew on the cable and on their own limbs in an

attempt to free themselves, breaking teeth, bloodying
gums, and causing self-injury. They can also die by
strangulation as they struggle against the tightening

wire, often ‘causmg grotesque sweIImg and A puppy’s neck wound from a snare trap, shown after
hemorrhaging of the head, referred to by trappers as one week of healing.

“jeIIy head.” Photo courtesy of Footloose Montana

Snared animals may be hanged to death if they jump over a fence or branch in an attempt to escape, or
can sustain joint dislocation, severed tendons, and other internal injuries as they fight against the snare.
They may also struggle to near-asphynxiation, then briefly recover, then struggle again, repeating this
horrific cycle for many hours until they die or the trapper returns to bludgeon or shoot them to death.
And target and non-target animals alike caught in snares that are not monitored may die from exposure,
dehydration, or starvation.’

Even if snares capture animals alive, there are no laws or regulations to ensure that those captured
animals are killed humanely. Various forms of killing may be used, including clubbing, drowning, or
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strangulation, ignoring recommendations of the
American Veterinary Medical Association. The trauma
and injury scales used to develop best management
practices for trappers do not provide guidelines on
how animals, once caught, should be killed.?

Animals who are released or escape from a snaring
cable restraint may later die from their injuries or
suffer from their reduced ability to forage for food.
For example, a 2019 study found that “...wolves
captured with cable restraints suffered more injury to
their mouth, but these would not hinder movement,
although they could influence predation and
feeding.”* In 2018, a federally protected gray wolf
with a snare wrapped around his muzzle was
euthanized by authorities near Duluth, Minnesota. An
eyewitness observed that the wire snare “...was
wrapped tight around its nose, and embedded into
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the nose. It‘dearly COUId‘ nqt open it? ‘mO‘Uth atall. It Adog with a snare wrapped around the waist, shared by
was very thin.” A local wildlife rehabilitation center Texas-based Bastrop Animal Rescue, Inc.
added, “He might have been able to lick up some Photo courtesy of Wyoming Untrapped

snow and sniff roadkill, but he had not been able to
eat. He had been starving, and was a skeleton of fur and bones.”

Snares are “silent killers” that also capture pets and protected species

It is unclear how many non-target animals suffer or die in traps in the U.S., because trappers are not
always required to report them. However, in field studies, snares have caught non-target wildlife,
including deer, and domestic dogs.® In 2013 a 12-year-old New Jersey dog was strangled to death by a
snare set a few feet off of a walking path, and in recent years dogs have suffered a similar fate in
Idaho, Wyoming, New Mexico, lowa, Florida, and other states. In 2020 a hunting dog captured in a snare
in southern Indiana had to be euthanized because of gruesome and debilitating injuries.”

Snares are silent killers; a dog who is hiking or hunting with his owner could become ensnared and
quickly be choked to the point that he cannot vocalize. When dogs are captured in traps that clamp to
other parts of their body, their owners can hear them bark, yelp or cry in pain and are able to rescue
them. But tragically, dogs captured in snares may just hunker down and pass out before slowly and
quietly suffocating.
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Snares also trap protected species, like golden eagles
and bald eagles.® Former USDA Wildlife Services
trapper Gary Strader states, “The problem is, eagles
eat until they can eat no more. Then they have to get
in the air, but it takes a long runway for them to get
off the ground. They start running down the trail you
set your snares on (and) end up getting caught and
killed.””

Many factors determine if a snare restrains an animal
or causes major injuries and even death, including
whether the snare functions properly and if the
“right” animal will be ensnared by the “right” part of \ \
his or her body. For example, a snare may be set for a A dog suffered this wound from a snare wrapped
coyote and intended to restrain the animal by the around his abdomen.

neck or limb. But if a smaller animal such as a fox or a Photo courtesy of Trap Free Montana
raccoon enters the snare, that smaller animal may be caught by the spine or abdomen as they pass
further through the loop before it fully closes, causing prolonged, severe suffering, deep lacerations,
internal organ damage, and even death. In one study performed on red foxes, an average of 35% of
captures were around the body rather than the neck.™

Additionally, a cable loop that has fallen will not catch the target animal but may catch a nontarget
animal."" A device that is set 10 inches off the ground to catch a coyote but dropped a few inches due to
the weather (wind, snow, etc.), will now ensnare non-targeted animals like foxes or bobcats—and likely
by the abdomen or another non-target part of the body.

Snares and other traps do not control the spread of disease

Scientific, veterinary, and public health entities, including the Centers for Disease Control, the National
Academy of Sciences, and the World Health Organization, have found no evidence that trapping reduces
incidences of rabies or other diseases. The National Academy of Sciences subcommittee on rabies
concluded: “Persistent trapping or poisoning campaigns, as a means to control rabies, should be
abolished. There is no evidence that these costly and politically attractive programs reduce either
wildlife reservoirs or rabies incidence. The money can be better spent on research, vaccination, and
compensation to stockmen for losses, and education and warning systems.”"?

Research has found that trapping may actually exacerbate the spread of disease.”® By removing mature,
immune animals, trappers reduce competition for habitat and make room for newcomers who may not
be immune or may even be carriers of disease. And animals infected with rabies do not eat in the latter
stages of the disease and thus do not respond to baited traps—so those traps will more often capture
healthy animals rather than infected animals.
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There is a high probability of mass saturation of snare traps on landscapes

Cheap, lightweight, and easy to make and set in large numbers, snares are inconspicuous “land mines”
that may be abandoned on the landscape and can imperil any animal crossing their path, including deer.
The Missouri Department of Conservation acknowledges the potential for trappers to set the devices
and fail to retrieve them, stating, “Some trappers do not accurately record all set locations, or they feel
that the cable restraints are so inexpensive that they do not need to retrieve every one of them.
Restraints may remain active for a long time after the trapper quits checking them. Animals can be
captured in them days or weeks after the trapper has left, and all trappers reputations are damaged by
these actions.”™

“Best Management Practices” established for trappers are inadequate and seldom followed

To assuage concerns about the inhumane and nonselective nature of snares and other devices, trapping
proponents, including state wildlife management agencies, often refer to the Best Management Practices
(BMPs) developed by the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA)." Analysts have found,
however, that the trauma and injury scales used to develop the BMPs allow for an unacceptable level of
harm to wildlife and do not effectively consider unintended victims of traps.'

Moreover, BMPs are relatively unknown among the trapping community and are rarely followed by
trappers. A 2015 report by the AFWA found that only 42 percent of trappers had heard of the BMPs. Of
those 42 percent, only 66 percent currently use and plan to continue using the BMPs when they trap.
That means that only 28 percent of all trappers are following the only, and insufficient, guidelines that
the trapping industry has established to address animal welfare concerns."” This does not inspire much
confidence that snares, if allowed, would be used appropriately.

Tools already exist to prevent conflicts with coyotes

The use of snares is not an effective strategy to protect people, pets, or livestock from conflicts with
coyotes. We recommend that landowners and ranchers consult with experts about using non-lethal
property and livestock protection methods including fencing, guard animals, birthing sheds, and noise
and light devices that deter carnivores. If those methods are ineffective, though, Cecil County livestock
owners can lethally remove problem coyotes from their property at any time, and can engage the
services of licensed wildlife damage control operators when necessary. But randomly setting cruel and
indiscriminate snare traps in the area will not mitigate conflicts or reduce coyote numbers, and will serve
only to endanger Cecil County’s pets and non-target wildlife who come across them.

Protect Cecil County’s wildlife and pets: Please reject HB 579

Maryland should look at what states such as New Mexico are doing and be discussing legislation aimed at
limiting the use of snare traps in the state, not expanding their use to additional counties. Legalizing the
use of snare traps in Cecil County will impact public resources and public lands that are held in trust to
all Marylanders, and lead to targeted and non-targeted animals, including pets, eagles, deer, and other
species, suffering and dying in these inhumane and indiscriminate devices. We therefore ask that you
reject HB 579. Thank you.

Jennifer Bevan-Dangel
Maryland State Director
jbevandangel@humanesociety.org
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