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BILL NO.:  HB 579 
 
TITLE:  Snare Traps - Prohibition Against Sale or Possession - 

Alterations 
 
SPONSOR:  Delegate Hornberger  
 
COMMITTEE: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs 
 
POSITION:  OPPOSE 
 
DATE:  March 31, 2021 
 
 

Baltimore County OPPOSES House Bill 579 – Snare Traps - Prohibition Against Sale or 
Possession - Alterations. This legislation repeals the prohibition against possessing a snare trap 
in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford, Montgomery, and Prince George's counties.  

Snare traps are a wired based mechanism to capture roaming animals by the leg or neck. 
When an animal is caught by one, they are subject to inhumane suffering that often leads to a 
painful demise. These traps generally are not manually operated, leaving protected species or 
domesticated pets vulnerable. In jurisdictions where this trapping method is permitted, 
domesticated pets have accidentally wandered into hunting areas and have been severely injured 
or killed. 

Residents and visitors deserve to enjoy the trails and natural areas of Baltimore County 
without fearing they could be putting their pet’s life in danger. Snare traps do not exclude any 
particular animal, and are designed to trap, injure, or kill whatever wanders in its path. This is 
why they are currently banned. This proposed repeal of the prohibition on snare traps would take 
away citizens’ peace of mind and could subject the County’s wildlife to mistreatment.  

Accordingly, Baltimore County requests an UNFAVORABLE report on HB 579. For 
more information, please contact Chuck Conner, Director of Government Affairs, at 
cconner@baltimorecountymd.gov.  
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                                                                                                                  March 31, 2021 
 
 
 
To: Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee 
From:  Lisa Radov, President and Chairman, Maryland Votes for Animals, Inc. 
Re: Cecil County- Snare Traps – Repeal of Prohibitions - HB 579 – Oppose 
 
Chairman Pinsky, Vice Chairman Kagan, members of the Senate Education, Health, and 
Environmental Affairs Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify before to you today.  
My name is Lisa Radov. I am the President and Chairman of Maryland Votes for Animals. We 
champion humane legislation to improve the lives of animals in Maryland. Speaking for 
Maryland Votes for Animals, our Board of Directors, and our members across Maryland, I 
respectfully request that you return an unfavorable vote on Cecil County- Snare Traps – Repeal 
of Prohibitons- HB 579. 
 
Snare Traps are cruel metal trapping devices that use wire to trap the leg or neck of an animal. 
When a Snare Trap burrows its sharp metal wire deeply into its victim, the pain is excruciating. 
Victims writhe and twist in agony as they are left to bleed, freeze, or starve. Some die of 
strangulation. Animals have been known to chew off their trapped leg to become free, especially 
mothers foraging for food to nourish their young. 
 
The American Veterinary Association has expressed opposition to Snare Traps, calling them 
“inhumane.” Snare Traps have been banned or restricted in 7 states: New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Colorado, California, Florida, and Rhode Island - as well as in 88 countries. The 
European Union has banned the sale of fur from animals who are killed using these cruel devices. 
 
Maryland hunters already have ample tools at their disposal. This means of catching wildlife is a 
threat to anyone who is an unfortunate victim, a child running to catch a ball in the woods, a family 
pet, or unsuspecting wildlife for whom the Snare Trap was not intended. There are too many 
dangerous unintended consequences that are exposed with this bill.  
 
I urge this committee to return an unfavorable report on HB 579. 
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MARYLAND HORSE COUNCIL 
PO BOX 606
LISBON, MD 21765

Testimony of the Maryland Horse Council on HB 579 
Cecil County - Snare Traps - Repeal of Prohibitions - OPPOSED 

The Maryland Horse Council (MHC) is a membership-based, umbrella trade 
association of the entire horse industry in Maryland. Our membership includes 
horse farms, horse related businesses, individual enthusiasts, and breed, 
interest and discipline associations. As such, we represent over 30,000 
Marylanders who make their living with horses, or just own and love them.  

The majority of Maryland’s horseback riders are trail riders, and many are 
accompanied by their pet dogs. In addition, fox chasers and hunters of small 
mammals and game birds use hounds and gun dogs as part of their sport, and 
all of them would be vulnerable to being caught in snare traps. Cecil County is 
remarkably rich in public land and natural resources that draw visitors from all 
over the state and from beyond its borders. Many of these lands abut private 
land on which snare traps would be permitted by this bill. Those traps would 
become a source of peril to pet, sporting, and hunting dogs who might 
accidentally stray into them. 

Snare traps are silent and deadly, and often the ensnared animal is unable to 
make a sound to identify its location and bring help. If not found and freed, 
these animals die a slow, agonizing and painful death. This video details the 
steps necessary to free a dog from a snare trap. A stuffed animal is used to 
illustrate how to manipulate the tiny locks that have closed tightly around the 
neck of the ensnared dog. Ordinary wire cutters do not work. Imagine a 
frightened and anxious owner trying to do this to free a frightened, desperate 
and struggling dog. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1MVqFYfIhw 

These traps serve no useful purpose in wildlife control that is outweighed by 
the horrific consequences they may have for domestic animals and un-targeted 
wildlife. They should not be permitted in Cecil County. 

We urge the Committee to give HB 579 an unfavorable report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Maryland Horse Council 
(844) MDHORSE (844-634-6773) 


