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SUPPORT  

HB 297 

Maryland Lynching Truth and Reconciliation Commission - Reporting and Sunset Extension 

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

3/17/2021 

Good afternoon Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and members of the Judicial Proceedings 

Committee.  My Name is Rev. Linda Boyd and I am here on behalf of the Maryland Episcopal 

Diocese. The Diocese represents 108 parishes and over 45,000 parishioners stretching from Western 

Maryland to Calvert County. The Maryland Episcopal Diocese supports HB 297. 

With the Covid pandemic that is still ongoing, and has been for over a year now, it has been 

exceedingly difficult for many commissions to do proper historical research, such as getting into 

archives and doing personal interviews. This is a process that cannot and should not be rushed. 

Researching and writing about the history of lynching in Maryland and other states is especially 

important as part of our collective history. These horrible acts need to be addressed with facts and 

allowing the sorrow that is still felt by families to be recognized. This can only happen with a 

commission such as this one.  

We feel strongly that we must continue to learn about and educate all people about this shameful part 

of our history with an ongoing aim for reconciliation and reparations.  This Commission should be 

given time to complete their report. 

We urge a favorable report on HB 297. 
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March 12, 2021 
 
BILL: HB 297, Maryland Lynching Truth and Reconciliation Commission - Reporting and Sunset 
Extension 
 
COMMITTEE: Health and Government Operations Committee 
 
POSITION: Letter of Support 
 
The Maryland State Archives is an active member of the Maryland Lynching Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and is submitting this letter of support on its behalf.  HB 297 extends 
the term of the Commission by two years to complete the tasks outlined through legislation. The 
Commission is to hold hearings and conduct research to advance our knowledge about African 
American Marylanders who were the victims of mob violence in our State. 
 
The Commission has identified over forty incidents of victims who were accused of a crime but 
were not afforded due process as a result of the violent actions of an extralegal mob and were 
lynched in Maryland. The COVID-19 pandemic effectively thwarted activities that are specifically 
mandated by the authorizing legislation. There is much work to be done in regards to research 
and outreach to communities who were impacted.  
 
The Commission in its first year focused on developing policies, forming committees, and 
building relationships with key stakeholders. During that time the Commission has selected a 
Chair and Vice Chair to drive the work, drafted and submitted an interim report, and is now at 
the point of starting to conduct research and arranging public hearings. This huge undertaking 
will require additional time and dedicated resources. An extension for this work will allow time 
for the Commission to write and submit a thoughtful and informed final report. The Maryland 
State Archives fully supports House Bill 297 and urges a favorable report. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact Liz Coelho, 410-260-640, or 
liz.coelho@maryland.gov. 
 

 

   

Hon. Larry Hogan 
Governor 
Hon. Boyd K. Rutherford 
Lt. Governor 
Timothy D. Baker 
State Archivist and 
  Commissioner of Land Patents 
Matthew P. Lalumia 
Chairman, Maryland Commission  
   on Artistic Property 

 

 

Hall of Records Commission: 
Hon. Mary Ellen Barbera, Chair 
Ellington E. Churchill, Jr. 
Robert L. Caret, Ph.D. 
Ronald Daniels, L.L.M., J.D. 
Hon. William C. Ferguson IV 
Hon. Peter V. R. Franchot 
Peter Kanelos, Ph.D. 
Hon. Nancy K. Kopp 
Mark Letzer 
Hon. Samuel I. Rosenberg 
David Wilson, Ed.D. 

Maryland State Archives, 350 Rowe Boulevard, Annapolis, MD 21401-1686 
Telephone: 410 260-6400 MD toll free: 800-235-4045 fax: 410 974-252 tty/voice 800 735-2258 

 Internet address:  http://msa.maryland.gov/ email:  msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov 
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State of Maryland 

Commission on Civil Rights 
“Our vision is to have a State that is free from any trace of unlawful discrimination.” 

 

Governor 

Larry Hogan 

Lt. Governor 

Boyd K. Rutherford 

Commission Chairperson 

Gary C. Norman, Esq. 

Commission Vice Chairperson 

Roberto N. Allen, Esq. 

Commissioners 

Allison U. Dichoso, Esq. 

Hayden B. Duke 

Janssen E. Evelyn, Esq. 

Eileen M. Levitt, SPHR, SHRM-SCP 

Rabbi Binyamin Marwick 

Jeff Rosen 

Gina McKnight-Smith, PharmD, MBA  

     Officers 

Alvin O. Gillard, Executive Director 

Nicolette Young, Assistant Director 

Glendora C. Hughes, General Counsel 

 

William Donald Schaefer Tower, 6 Saint Paul Street, Suite 900, Baltimore, Maryland 21202-1631 

Phone: 410-767-8600 ∙ Toll Free: 1-800-637-6247 ∙ Maryland Relay: 711 ∙ Fax: 410-333-1841 

Website: mccr.maryland.gov ∙ E-Mail: mccr@maryland.gov 

March 17, 2021 

 

House Bill 297 – Maryland Lynching Truth and Reconciliation Committee – 

Reporting and Sunset Extension 

POSITION: Support 

 

Dear Chairperson Smith, Vice Chairperson Waldstreicher, and Members of the Senate Judicial 

Proceedings Committee: 

 

The Maryland Commission on Civil Rights (“MCCR”; “The Commission”) is the State agency 

responsible for the enforcement of laws prohibiting discrimination in employment, housing, 

public accommodations, and state contracts based upon race, color, religion, sex, age, national 

origin, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, 

physical and mental disability, and source of income. 

 

House Bill 297 extends the reporting and sunsetting requirements for the Maryland Lynching 

Truth & Reconciliation Commission by two years to December 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024, 

respectively. As you know, MCCR serves as a member of this Commission. MCCR believes that 

extending the reporting and sunsetting requirements by one year will better enable the Maryland 

Lynching Truth & Reconciliation Commission to complete its work and issue a final report to 

the Governor and General Assembly. 

 

Accordingly, the Maryland Commission on Civil Rights urges a favorable report on HB297. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of the information contained in this letter. The 

Maryland Commission on Civil Rights looks forward to the continued opportunity to work with 

you to improve and promote civil rights in Maryland. 
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