
 
 

 

Bill No:  HB748 
Title: Family Law – Child Custody and Visitation 
Committee: Judiciary 
Hearing:   February 18, 2021 
Position:  SUPPORT 

 
The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women (MLAW) is a statewide coalition of women’s groups and 
individuals formed to provide a non-partisan, independent voice for Maryland    women and families. 
MLAW’s purpose is to advocate for legislation affecting women and families. To accomplish this goal, 
MLAW creates an annual legislative agenda with issues voted on by MLAW members and endorsed by 
organizations and individuals from all over Maryland.  HB748 a priority on the 2021 MLAW    Agenda and 
we urge your support. 
 
The Courts are supposed to allow individuals access to justice, but for child custody disputes when 
there are allegations of child abuse or domestic violence, many victims are revicimized by the very 
institution designed to protect them.  Across the county there is a growing problems with the 
acceptance of debunked junk science surrounding the Parental Alienation Syndrom.  On top of that, 
judges are confused with existing Family Law Article 9-101, and fail to articulate what best interest of 
the child factors they weigh when they made rulings on child custody.  In combination with the 
Daubret standard adoption, we must confront this space because the judiciary has no incentive for 
self examination. 
 
Women will be better able to bring claims of abuse without fear that the very complaint to protect 
their child will be used against them during a custody proceeding.  Judges apply the law 
improperly and pro se litigants have trouble with the common law best interest of the child 
standards.  Codification of these standards and more clearly guiding judges and allow litigants to 
understand the proceedings and relevant factors.  The articulation of the factors and application 
of the law should be paramount in this space that should be to protect women and children, not 
place them under increased stress and danger. 
 
HB748 would clarify 9-101 of the family law article, and codify the best interest of the child 
factors. MLAW strongly urges the passage of HB748. 
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